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(ix + 25 pages: 5 appendices) 

 

The learning capacity of man is a God-given gift in which they created in His image 

and likeness. Learning aims to bring multidimensional changes in human life 

aspects for the better to glorify God alone. However, due to the sinful nature of 

man, both teachers and students struggle to carry out an effective learning process. 

Learning becomes meaningless which causes low conceptual understanding of 

students on what they learn. Contextual Teaching and Learning (CTL) is one 

learning model that can help students associate the lesson with their life context and 

make sense of things they learn. Therefore, this research aims to 1) elaborate the 

significance of students’ conceptual understanding, and 2) elaborate the 

effectiveness of CTL in improving conceptual understanding of primary students. 

The research method used is descriptive qualitative and the result shows that CTL 

is effective to help teachers carry out a meaningful learning experience to improve 

students’ conceptual understanding. It is recommended that 1) CTL can be 

implemented with various learning methods and media according to the learning 

environment and students’ characteristics, 2) apply CTL consistently in a period of 

time, and 3) manage the time well so all components in CTL can be performed as a 

whole. 
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