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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background 

Hegemony power is considered as a predominance of one social class over 

others. This term represents a control of political, economic, and also an ability 

owned by dominant class to express its value as how it sees world to make it 

become something that will be accepted by its subordinates in a common sense.  

According ideology of some neo-Marxism, it is stated that 1 common sense is not 

something rigid and immobile, but it is continually transforming itself. Holding 

the hegemony power is not such an easy way, we should both have willingness 

and ability at the same time, because consent of common sense must be won and 

re-won.  The one who holds the hegemony power is called as hegemon. Being a 

hegemon is something that must continually maintained by hard struggle because 

subordinates will always be a serious threat to be the dominant class. 

In international relations, hegemon country  is usually able to determine 

the country’s political subordinates through imperialism cultural, such as 

bureaucratic and languages. Initial purpose of the hegemony in the international 

                                                            
1 http://www.aber.ac.uk/media/Documents/marxism/marxism10.html, accessed on August 30, 
2012.  
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structure is actually creating an international peace, but in the end, the hegemon 

also have an enormous influence on every aspects in his subordinate countries2.  

The ‘hegemony’ term became popular after World War II.  United States 

of America came out as one only stable country, both in economic and 

governmental structures. Since then, the term 'hegemony' is introduced as a 

dominance by powerful state against another states, whereas at that moment, 

United States of America (USA) became the only country that has been classified 

as a very strong country post the Second World War. USA also had a program for 

helping West Europe as country that had devastated economically. This program 

was called as Marshall Plan. 'Marshall Plan' was a large scale American program 

to aid West Europe in giving them monetary support to help rebuild European 

economy after World War II. The purpose of USA was to rebuild devastated 

regions, remove trade barriers, and modernize industries. 

USA was also having a political interest during Marshall Plan due to 

giving a lot of monetary support. It was to make sure that spread of communism 

from Soviet Union will never be applied by countries that had accepted aid from 

United States of America. After that, the aid from USA usually was directed for 

developing countries because of political, military, and economic interests, 

especially for those countries considered as ‘strategic’ according to USA3. The aid 

for developing countries was intended to strengthen government regimes instead 

                                                            
2 Steve Jones.2006. Antonio Gramsci. USA : Routledge,p.144 
3 Walter L. Adamson. 1983. Hegemony and Revolution Antonio Gramsci Poltiical and Cultural 
Theory. USA: University of Californis Press,pp.234-238 
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of encouraging economic development in long run.  The hegemon is usually easy 

to enter  his subordinate state with reasons of maintaining world security. 

In year 1900, the states began to realize that foundation of international 

relations was not based only on power and security among countries, but also 

there were several factors involved, such as economic, social, cultural, political, 

etc. which played important roles in power and security among countries. Basic 

values shared by the states are also basis of relationship among countries. This 

thought also strengthens the hegemon to spread its idea to become common sense 

and finally leads USA to elaborate new idea to maintain his subordinates countries 

in every aspect.  

Best example that describes USA’s influence in the world, it can be seen 

by establishment of International Monetary Fund (IMF). IMF is an international 

organization that is responsible for regulating global financial system and provide 

loans to member countries to help financial balance of each country.4 One mission 

is to assist countries experiencing serious economic difficulties, yet in return, 

these countries are obliged to carry out certain policies, such as privatization of 

state-owned enterprises. Decision making process within institution of IMF is 

related to organizational structure. Membership in IMF is generally filled by 

major industrialized countries, led by USA, which imposes wishes to all members 

that USA is a majority shareholder in the IMF. Decision making in this 

organization is from vote of member states with various voting powers. Voting 

Power depends on how much money these member countries donate to IMF. USA 
                                                            
4 http://www.scribd.com/doc/97363879/Neoliberal-Sosialis-Kuba, accessed on July 31, 2012. 
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in IMF has decision making control over voting rights, holds 17.81% of the total 

vote, meanwhile, this portion is enough to give a veto right to IMF policy. Besides 

USA, no country has more than 6% of voting rights and majority of member 

states have less than 1%5. Through IMF, USA could control the whole world 

economy easily because countries that need monetary aid from IMF should also 

implement IMF policy which is made by voting rights, while these voting rights 

are controlled by USA. 

In 20016, as soon as George W. Bush became the 43rd president in USA, 

his early decisions in administration was to  focus on public education. President 

Bush’s first major initiative, No Child Left Behind Act of 2002, created reforms 

that raised standards and improved test scores in public education system. 

However, since an incident on 11 September 2001 happened, when suicide attack 

were committed in USA, as the attack was coordinated to strike areas of New 

York City and Washington, D.C. on Tuesday morning, with 19 terrorists7afrom 

Islamist militant group al-Qaeda hijacked four passenger jets, George W Bush 

changed his priorities in performing duties as a president. Then, base value that 

has been re-enforced by George W. Bush changed to be focusing on fighting 

terrorism and human rights violators around the world. USA upheld values of 

human rights as a common sense that should be held by every countries in the 

world. USA views that violation of human rights is not only a national crime, but 

                                                            
5 Robert O. Keohane.2005. Hegemonic Cooperation in the Postwar, After Hegemony Cooperation  
and Discord in the world Political Economy. New Jersey,pp. 135-181. 
6 http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/presidents/georgewbush, accessed on July 9, 2012. 
7 http://www.georgewbushlibrary.smu.edu/en/The-President-and-Family/George-W-Bush.aspx , 
accessed on August 31,2012. 
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it is already a crime beyond borders and sovereignty of a country, whereby, other 

countries are able to engage and suppress acts of criminals on human rights. 

This attack also led USA to consider  Islam as one religion of terrorists 

which destroyed USA, where we are told that introduction of Islam to USA 

sometimes is about terrorism. 8Muslims are also regarded as a religion of violence, 

so followers of Islam in USA need to be cautious. Not only that, Islam is 

considered as a security threat that must be eliminated from face of the earth. The 

reason why USA really concerns is because , previously, eight months after 

Bush’s first term launch as a president, terrorism attack occurred. So Bush 

announced a war on terrorism which became a wide-ranging assault on terrorists 

and those entities that support terrorism around the globe, in addition to national 

security issues9, thereby Bush promoted policies reform on economy, health care, 

education, and social security.   

USA still also has a lot of target for some countries who has been 

associated as a sponsor of terrorism, one of which is North Korea. North Korea 

became an international issue when it was trying to develop nuclear in 2002 and 

produced weapons of mass destruction as to be exported to other countries. This is 

why USA intends to disarm-conventional weapons against countries that would 

                                                            
8 Anna Melman. 2009. World of Islam : Islam , Law, and Human Rights.USA : The Mason Crest 
Publisher, pp.30-36 
9 Ibid. 
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threaten national interests of USA. Moreover, the reign of George W Bush was 

used to redefine both relation and influence of USA with the world10  

One of countries that was concerned by USA was Indonesia, especially 

because of human rights violation.  Economic crisis that were experienced in 

Indonesia, 1998, led the destruction of almost all national aspect in Indonesia. 

Destruction was not only felt by people of Indonesia but also the whole world 

community. The extraordinary economic crisis caused deep disappointment by 

citizens of Indonesia, because there were a lot of human right violations that were 

suspected as acts of government. The deep disappointment that was felt by 

Indonesian citizens had driven an emergence of community organizations, arguing 

that government failed in their duty to be a guarantor of security for all people in 

Indonesia.  

One organization that was created in 1998 was Islamic Defenders Front or 

often called as FPI(Front Pembela Islam). The background of FPI11 formation 

was because of deep disappointment to government, especially on how they 

treated Islamic people. FPI also saw that there were a lot of crimes in Indonesia, 

yet, government still was not able to resolve. FPI also feels compelled to preserve 

dignity of all Muslims in Indonesia.  

                                                            
10 http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/staff/nancy-ann-deparle, accessed on August 
30,2012. 
11 http://www.fpi.or.id/?p=tentangfpi&mid=1 accessed on August 30, 2012. 
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FPI was created on August 17, 1998 12 by Muhammad Rizieq Syihab, with 

a mission of making Indonesia as an Islamic country as to adopt 'Five Principles 

of Islam' with basis of Belief in God Almighty and an obligation for Muslims to 

carry out Islamic law for adherents13. FPI is also an organization that upholds 

Constitution 45 and national law in Indonesia. FPI  is a very clean organization 

that is run by followers and leaders with high awareness of law.  FPI believes that 

in Indonesia14, as a Muslim-majority state, bargaining power for Muslims should 

be greater than any other religion. Bargaining power is translated in a form of 

collective rights of Muslims, more significantly, as such rights of Muslims to have 

a clean social environment from things Islam regards as ills, such as pornography, 

net of gambling, drugs and others.  

Vision of this organization15 is to enforce amar ma´ruf nahi munkar, yet, 

avoiding evil is the only one solution to demolish crime and misguidance. 

Without the rule of amar ma´ruf nahi munkar by avoiding evil, it is impossible for 

crime and misguidance will fade away from lives of people in the world. While 

mission of this organization is to enforce amar ma´ruf nahi munkar, implementing 

Islamic Shari'ah kaffah. FPI became very famous because of its controversial 

actions since 1998, especially on those committed by paramilitary irregulars 

named as “Islam Defenders”. As shown in media, very often is that series of 

action closing nightclubs and places are claimed as a threats to citizens of a 

                                                            
12 http://sosbud.kompasiana.com/2012/02/14/fpi-ada-di-indonesia-karena-belajar-dari-amerika/ , 
accessed on August 30, 2012. 
13 Ibid. 
14 http://fpi.or.id/?p=visimisi&mid=2, accessed on August 30,2012. 
15 Ibid. 
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particular country, as well as arrests (sweeping) against certain citizens with 

conflicts with other faith-based organizations by FPI. Over time, however, these 

community organizations often perform actions that are considered as quite 

frontal, as follows16  Hundreds of masses who were members of the Islamic 

Defenders Front (FPI) rallied in front of House of Representatives. They 

demanded House of Representatives to restore ‘Pancasila’ accordance with 

Charter of Jakarta.  

The highlight of this event was an incident happened on June 1st, 2008 in 

National Monument when this action of FPI had led injury to a dozen of people. 

FPI attacked a group of parties that showed up on behalf itself as National 

Alliance for Freedom of Believe and Religion/Aliansi Kebangsaan untuk 

Kebebasan Beragama dan Berkeyakinan (AKKBB) which was at that time 

demonstrating to lower fuel prices. This cause of attack from FPI was claimed 

with belief that AKKBB was one party that was not in a list of demonstrator, also 

had a bad purpose of harassing another demonstrator. AKKBB was formed by 

some agencies, concerning freedom of religions and beliefs. It has also made 

campaigns against violation in name of religion and advocated against groups 

oppressed on behalf of difference in beliefs and religions. There are 72 institutions 

being involved in this organization.  

This action leads USA to have a good reason for entering Indonesia to 

suppress frontal acts of FPI which is considered very harmful. USA also has 

sentiment against Islam, considering that position of Islam is a religion that is 
                                                            
16 http://edukasi.kompasiana.com/2012/02/27/jil-vs-fpi/, accessed on August 1st , 2012. 
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lower as to compare to other religions17. This greatly affects the frontal actions in 

name of religion, especially, Islam is greatly despised by USA. FPI’s frontal 

action taken in Indonesia, especially in the event on June 1, 2008 at National 

Monument, giving pressure to USA to regulate movements of FPI. 

Indonesia also play important role for USA because Indonesia was 

considered as an important country that have geopolitic strategy.  Indonesia as an 

Islamic country was considered important for USA to explain that actually USA 

not have sentiment with Moslem people buat only oncern on how combating 

international terorrism in the world. So to make some cooperation with Indonesia 

as an Islamic country with democracy system, USA want to show the world that 

Islam was not an enemy for USA. What USA concern was only how combating 

terrorism in the world and not Islam. 

So, this is a good opportunity and reason for United States to suppress 

post-attack FPI June 1, 2008. This condition leads writer to decide and examine 

throughout " United States’s Foreign Policy in Dealing with the Issue of 

religion Freedom in Indonesia with the Period 2008-2012" as to become topic 

of this paper. 

 

 

 

                                                            
17 Anna Melman. 2009. World of Islam : Islam , Law, and Human Rights.USA : The Mason Crest 
Publisher, p.38 
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1.2 Formulation of the Problem 

         This is the reason why this paper is to aim and answer issues that are related 

to United States of America’s influence, promoting rights of freedom to religion 

and belief, as well as the action of  FPI that were against AKKBB  in Monas 2008 

as follows : 

1. what are the factors that lead to United States foreign policy in 

dealing with problems of human rights especially the rights of 

minorities groups in Indonesia?   

2. how far role of United States of America’s foreign policy to 

promote this enforcement onto rights of freedom to religions and 

beliefs  in Indonesia? 

1.3 Research Purposes 

 Based on formulation of these problems, this research has purpose to: 

1. identify the factors that lead to United States foreign policy in 

dealing with problems of human rights especially the rights of 

minorities groups in Indonesia. 

2. analyze the role of United States of America’s foreign policy to 

promote the enforcement of rights and freedom of religions and 

beliefs  in Indonesia. 

 

 



11 

 

1.4 Research Advantage 

The advantages obtained in this research can be seen into two 

different kinds of views which are seen from both perspective of reader 

and writer. From writer's perspective, this research is a tool to help the 

writer to improve more on knowledge and ability in writing, explaining, 

analyzing, etc, about United States of America’s influence as to promote 

the enforcement of right and freedom of religions and beliefs in Indonesia 

following the events of June 1st , 2008 at Monas. 

Meanwhile, from reader perspective, there are two different kinds 

of advantages such as : 

1. Theoretical advantage 

This study is expected to gain knowledge in study of 

International Relations that primarily concerns at influence of 

United States toward society organizations in Indonesia, especially 

organization that is based on religion as such Islamic Defenders 

Front or FPI. 

 

2. Practical benefits 

This study is expected to be able to increase awareness of 

mass organizations in doing anarchist actions, particularly for those 
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involved in human rights violations, leading the reason of foreign 

parties involvement such as United States into Indonesia.   

1.5 Thesis Organization 

All of this study that is discussed in this paper is systematically 

arranged to follow rules set by Pelita Harapan University. Moreover, this 

systematic arrangement is one of a kind with systematic argument used by 

other writers. This thesis is organized  as follows : 

 

1) Chapter I  Introduction 

This chapter will explain about background of problem, 

formulation of problem, ultimate goal of this research, usefulness 

of this research, and system that writer uses to write this paper. 

The background of issues will present reasons of writers in 

choosing a research topic, and this chapter also describes general 

conditions relating to matters that will be investigated. In 

formulation of this problem, writer will describe limitations of 

research on conducting this study. 

 

2) Chapter II Conceptual Framework 
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In this chapter, author tries to provide a framework that 

contains theories and concepts that are relevant to topic. Moreover, 

writer also will present a literature review that is used to assist and 

facilitate an analyis of research object. 

 

3) Chapter III The Research Methods 

Chapter III will discuss about methodical approach that will 

be used in analyzing this research. The writer will choose whether 

to use qualitative or quantitative methods. The writer also will 

present data search techniques that help writer to answer 

formulation of the problem. In primary data, interview techniques 

will be used to clearly ask parties involved in this paper. 

Meanwhile, in secondary data, the writer will use scientific 

literature materials, such as journals, books, websites, and 

newspapers. The writer also writes that limitation of the case of 

study to make paper to be more clear and focused. 

 

4) Chapter IV Data and Analysis 

This chapter will discuss details on problems that have been 

written on problem’s formulation. Writer will also look for 

relevance of existing problems with theory given in previous 
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lesson into a study of International Relation. This chapter will 

explore completely about existing problems that have been written 

in formulation of the problem, so this chapter is often regarded as 

the most important chapters in scientific thesis. 

 

  5) Chapter V  Conclusion 

This chapter is final part of the paper, whereby, writer will 

provide conclusions of research and suggestions to problems that 

have been studied. 
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