
CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Study

Music has become animportant part of people’s daily life. People can

boost their moods and motivations which will affect their performances in doing

their jobs or activities by listening to music. For youngsters and teenagers,

listening to music has become their lifestyles. Music contributes mentally to the

students in terms of improving their motivation in learning English. It is generally

accepted that motivation plays an important role in successful language learning.

Based on this reason, it is crucial to increase the students’ motivation in learning

language in order to succeed in L2 achievement.

In the examination – oriented instruction like most countries do in the

world, textbooks are served as the main or even the only resource for English

learning. While in fact, in the real world, situation can be different with what they

have learned from the textbooks. Especially, for the young learners who think that

learning English is only a requirement to graduate from school. Warrington and

Jeffrey(2005) found that one significant reason behind passivity and de-

motivation toward English learning was that students did not like the way

Englishwas taught. Their skeptical perspective due to inexperience might decrease

their motivation to learn English in the future. That’s why it’s very important for

 



the teachers to be selective in arranging the materials for the students in a creative

way so that they won’t get bored and less motivated.

The use of popular culture supports the learning process because it

provides the students with some form of language in a realistic way.(Dr.Cheung,

2001) Western songs are authentic materials that take part as good sources to

make the students develop personal interests in learning English. This will affect

their motivation in long-term learning. When learning a new popular song,

students are curious to find the meaning of the lyrics and they will sing the song

again and again in order to catch the whole content.

1.2 Statement of the Problem

Many times, language teachers and educators have been trying to find the

effective way to motivate students to learn. The most plausible factor that

considered affects students’ motivation in learning language is the teaching styles

and materials that could be identified as the most important thing in learning

process. The use of some creative teaching technique is becoming a great need in

order to get and improve students’ motivation in class.

One of many ways that could be used is using songs.Songs can bring

students greatinterest and strong motivation instead of boredom during the

lesson.Besides, songs help teachers design various tasks in a foreignlanguage

classroom. However, until now, songs if ever used in high schools, just aim at

creating relaxation and change the class atmosphere after a long,hard practice, not

fully exploited to teach vocabularies.This paper focuses on the study of using

 



songs to teach and see what impacts or effects in students’ English vocabulary

learning process. It helps offer an overviewof using songs to teach English words,

then suggestions would also benefit for improving education quality in the studied

context.

1.3 Purpose of the Study

This study is expected to find out the perceived benefits of both teachers

and students to using songs in teaching and learning activity,especially English

vocabulary.Secondly, the study aims at answering the question:whether songs

would help students in learning English in non-traditional way. If already done, a

closer look would be taken at the way they are used and the effects of this

technique. After that, some pedagogical techniques would be detected for further

exploitation of songs in the same context.

1.4 Research Questions

The research questions that are accentuated to the matters of this research are:

1. What are the perceived benefits of teaching English vocabularyby using

songs?

2. What are the difficulties of using songs to teach vocabulary?

3. Is it effective to teach vocabulary through songs for elementary school

students?

1.5 Significance of Study

This study is carried out to provide teachers with some creative techniques

to try using songs in teaching English. This research is expected to be helpful to

teachers who want to use songs in their classroom in teaching vocabulary or

 



listening skills. This research can also help the students to experience new kind of

learning activity and may decrease their boredom in classroom.

1.6 Definition of Terms

These are some terms that used in this research paper:

1. Polysemy

Polysemy is the study of ‘multiplicity of meanings’ of words. It means that one

word can have different meanings (Ravin & Leacock, 2000, p. 1).

2. Lexeme

Lexeme is basically a word and can stand alone because it contains a root

morpheme (Cruse, 2002, p. 1).

 



 


