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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

I.1 Background 

 The international community, especially in the 21st century is showing a 

rapid development in almost every aspect in the international relations. These 

improvements are as the result of the current condition which is globalization. 

Advancements occurred to improve the quality of life in various aspects, and is 

going in a very fast pace because of the interconnectedness in the globalized 

world1. Globalization, not only improving the technology but also increasing the 

spread and ease of information. 

The 21st century and its globalization have impacted the relationships in 

international world to become more complex. Interactions between states are 

inevitable in order to take a step advance in the high-tech world. No such states 

are able to survive alone without the help of other states. Non-state actors such as 

international organizations and multinational corporations are starting to exist in 

assisting states, adding a significant role in the world2.  

 These interactions, both from state and non-state actors in the international 

relations will never be gone. Status quo proves that interactions between them are 

getting even more complicated and developing into a more complex system, 

                                                           
1 The Role of Technology in National Development. 
http://www.spe.org/publications/tt/documents/v1n2_role_technology.pdf (accessed March 21, 
2014). 
2 Global Transformations: Globalization. http://www.polity.co.uk/global/globalization-oxford.asp 
(accessed March  21, 2014). 
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which is shown through the treaties, pacts, international organizations that 

manages these relations3. Bilateral or multilateral relations are established in the 

world, enabling states to interact in a more intense pace.  

All of these actors across nations are striving to get advanced in the era of 

information and technology. Looking at the intensity of interactions between all of 

them, it is inevitable to admit that conflicts are still possible to occur because of 

the difference in interests carried by all of these actors. Political interaction bears 

the risk of conflict, especially in the tension and high-intensity interactions 

between the actors4. The international system is well known as anarchy, which 

simply means the absence of a higher governing authority5. This means that there 

is also no absolute power that binds every state in the world to prevent them from 

having conflict. Nevertheless, the interdependence between states that produces 

interaction between them needs to be regulated in order to prevent conflicts. This 

is important, because when conflicts arise up until a point where there are no more 

alternatives to solve it, wars may be waged as the last option6. Maintaining peace 

and order in the international world is a focal issue to be discussed.  

International rules and norms are made to regulate the interaction between 

states, knowing that the international community needs to have a certain body of 

rules that sets clear regulations to prevent them from happening. By all means, 

cooperation is more favorable compared to competition. So as having an 

                                                           
3 Ibid. 
4 Kamanto Sunarto, Pengantar Sosiologi: Edisi Revisi (Jakarta: Lembaga Penerbit Fakultas 
Ekonomi Universitas Indonesia, 2004), p.75-76. 
5 The Internet Encyclopedia of International Relations: Anarchy. 
http://www.towson.edu/polsci/irencyc/anarchy.htm (accessed March 21, 2014) 
6 John J. Macionis, Sociology: Twelfth Edition (New Jersey: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2008), p.452-
453. 
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international body of rules that could regulate clearly, setting the borders of 

interaction between states to prevent them going to wars rather than building own 

armed forces to enforce security by achieving a balance of power.  

International law is very important in this modern world, especially in the 

21st century along with its complexity. Forcing one’s interests will bear the 

consequence even into international armed conflict, which has the tendency to 

violate other states’ rights and security7 . When the international norms and 

customs have done its best to prevent the armed conflict, yet there is still a chance 

that it will occur8. This is why international rules emerged not only in order to 

maintain the peace and security, but also to manage the armed conflicts when it 

occurs. One of the well known rules to promote order and human rights during the 

times of war is the Laws of Armed Conflict, or also known as the International 

Humanitarian Law. 

 International Humanitarian Law is part of the international law, which is 

the body of rules governing relations between states. International law is 

contained in agreements between states, whether it is in the form of treaties or 

conventions, and even customaries of the law which consists of state practice 

considered by them as legally binding, and in which its general principles could 

be applied. International humanitarian law is a set of rules which seek, for 

humanitarian reasons, to limit the effects of armed conflict. It protects persons 

who are not or are no longer participating in the hostilities and restricts the means 

                                                           
7 Gloria Gaggioli, The Use of Force in Armed Conflict: Interplay between the Conduct of 
Hostilities and Law Enforcement Paradigm (Geneva: ICRC, 2013), p.6-7. 
8 The Enduring Importance of International Law Despite the Violations of Its Norms. 
http://faculty.virginia.edu/setear/students/jcs/conclusion3.html (accessed March 21, 2014). 
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and methods of warfare. International humanitarian law is also known as the laws 

of war or the law of armed conflict.  

It is important for the international community to have laws in regulating 

the armed conflicts that has the possibility of destroying mankind, and that is the 

reason why this international humanitarian law is widely accepted by the states in 

the world. All of the states in the world realized the significance, and have ratified 

the Geneva Conventions 1949 as the cornerstone of the international humanitarian 

law. 

Wars have existed since ancient times, and history showed that even in the 

times of the past, there are customs that are obeyed by the parties in the conflicts 

in order to minimize the damages as the result of the warfare itself. However, 

there is no such unified and codified body of rules to regulate the armed conflicts 

in the past until the emergence of the Geneva Conventions in 1949. Nations in the 

world gather to create a convention that could regulate various aspects of war, 

including the means and methods of warfare and the protection to the victims of 

the armed conflicts, thus the Geneva Conventions of 1949 is a major step forward 

for the international humanitarian law9. 

The Geneva Conventions of 1949 is even completed with three Additional 

Protocols, in which two of them are related to the protection of the victims in the 

international and even non-international armed conflicts to ensure that human 

rights and ethics are prevailed at all costs and times, even during wartimes. The 

Additional Protocol I and II of 1977 is revolutionary to the Geneva Conventions 
                                                           
9 The ICRC since 1945: the Geneva Conventions of 1949. 
http://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/documents/misc/icrc-genevaconventions-revision-1949.htm 
(accessed March 21, 2014). 
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1949, proving that international norms are still important to manage the 

interactions in the global world. 

Globalization in the world currently applied lots of changes and 

advancements in lots of aspects in the world of international relations. One of the 

aspects that is experiencing those changes is the armed conflicts itself, along with 

the international humanitarian law to regulate them. Technologies indeed created 

a major influence on how wars are fought. Since ancient times, when conventional 

warfare are conducted on a clear battlefield, with conventional weapons made of 

wood and stone, develops further into using irons and metals, and now even 

computerized10. Not only the technologies in the tools used during times of war, 

but also the human individuals as the actors behind all of the armed conflicts are 

developed. By nature, logic of mankind is developing, resulting in various and 

new tactics and strategies used in warfare. 21st century warfare is indeed different 

compared to the previous century’s armed conflicts. The best example of the 

advancement of technologies of armed conflicts is owned by states is by the 

United States, which clearly has a numerous new technologies applied to their 

armies with a high amount of state budget for military, and has fought several 

armed conflicts in the 21st century. 

 International Humanitarian Law evolved from time to time, because the 

risk of war in the future won’t be gone. The nature of warfare continues to evolve 

as well, so as the society needs a body of rules that could adjust well to it as a 

response.  
                                                           
10 Drones, Computers New Weapons of U.S. Shadow Wars. 
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/military/story/2012-06-17/drones-computers-weapons-us-
wars/55645786/1 (accessed March 21, 2014). 
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 The problem is, the international humanitarian law, especially the Geneva 

Conventions and its Additional Protocols are products of the 1900s, meanwhile 

the current condition of warfare are in the 21st century, which brings challenges 

towards the laws of armed conflict that manages them.  

 Based on the background that the nature of wars are changing in the 21st 

century to become more complex with its own characteristics and that there exists 

the international humanitarian law that is created in order to regulate the 

international relations especially during the armed conflicts, the thesis will 

analyze and describe the challenges faced by international humanitarian law itself 

in the 21st century of armed conflict, especially the Additional Protocol I of 1977 

to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 in the scope of wars that includes the United 

States, and will be entitled: 

 

 “The Challenges of the 21st Century’s Armed Conflicts to the 

International Humanitarian Law.” 

  

I.2 Research Questions 

 As mentioned in the background, the conditions in the 21st century and in 

the global world will amplify the thoughts of international relations scholars to 

think about several questions regarding the issue of 21st century warfare and 

armed conflicts, along with the challenges faced by international humanitarian 

law. The writer drafted several research questions that are relevant to the topic and 

to be answered later on this paper. In order to resolve the problems that were 
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mentioned in the background, the writer formulates several research questions that 

could provide the answer to the problems in the thesis. Those research questions 

are: 

 

1. What are the characteristics of the 21st century’s armed conflicts?  

2. What challenges do the 21st century’s armed conflicts provide to the 

International Humanitarian Law, particularly the Additional Protocol I of 

1977 to the Geneva Conventions of 1949? 

3.  How is the International Humanitarian Law, particularly the Additional 

Protocol I of 1977 to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 relevant to the 

challenges of the 21st century’s armed conflict?  

  

I.3 Research Objectives 

The objective of the research in this thesis is essentially to provide answers 

to the formulated research questions that were mentioned previously. Specifically, 

the objectives of this thesis are therefore: 

1. Describing the characteristics of the 21st century armed conflicts that 

are different from the previous centuries’ armed conflicts. 

2. Defining the challenges faced by the International Humanitarian Law, 

particularly the Additional Protocol I of 1977 to the Geneva 

Conventions 1949 on the issue of the 21st century armed conflicts. 
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3. Explaining the relevance of the Additional Protocol I of 1977 to the 

Geneva Conventions of 1949 to the challenges of the 21st century 

armed conflicts. 

 

I.4 Research Contributions 

 

1. Giving insights about the International Humanitarian Law and its 

importance in the 21st century armed conflicts to the studies of 

International Relations. 

2. Improving the writer’s knowledge about the issues of International 

Relations, especially the issue of armed conflicts and the international 

humanitarian law. 

 

I.5 Organization of Thesis 

This thesis is organized based on the following order: 

 

CHAPTER I – INTRODUCTION 

This chapter is giving the introductions and provides a brief explanation of 

the whole studies that is related to the topic. The chapter describes the background 

of the research, defining the research questions, the purpose and function of 

research and also the organization of the thesis itself. 
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CHAPTER II – CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 

This chapter consists of concepts and theories of International Relations 

field of study which are relevant to the research, and will be used further as 

references in the explanation. This chapter also list down the literature reviews, 

which consists of books, journals, reviews and magazines related to the issue as 

the references to be used further in analyzing the issue later in the thesis. The 

theories which are used in this research include the liberal theory as the main 

theory to analyze the issue, along with several other concepts such as armed 

conflicts and international law. 

  

CHAPTER III – RESEARCH METHOD 

This chapter describes the methods and approaches that will be used in 

analyzing and assessing the issues regarding to the research. In this thesis, the 

writer will use the qualitative method instead of quantitative method with a 

systematic and descriptive technique. This approach gives a comprehensive 

description of the characteristics of the 21st century armed conflicts along with the 

International Humanitarian Law. This chapter also describes the types of data that 

will be used, which is from the secondary sources of data. Further in this chapter, 

it explains the methods used in order to gain information from the literature 

review in order to analyze the issue. 
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CHAPTER IV – DATA AND ANALYSIS 

This chapter is the most important part of the thesis itself, because it 

consists of the analysis and elaborations of the research. The series of process 

from gathering, analyzing, and answering the research questions will be 

conducted in this part of the chapter. The research questions that are stated 

previously in the first chapter of the thesis will be answered in this part by using 

the framework and theories that were already described earlier in the second 

chapter.  

 

CHAPTER V – CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

This chapter is the last part of the thesis which will conclude all of the 

explanations and the analysis as the result of the research. There are also 

suggestions provided for the future works when possible regarding to the issues 

discussed previously in this thesis. 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

This part of the thesis consists of the complete list of resources, starting 

from books, journals, reviews, magazines, newspaper articles and also websites 

that is relevant to the researches which are used as references for the writer to 

conduct the research.  
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APPENDICES 

Supporting documents such as articles, pictures, reports, as well as the 

required documents for the thesis will be placed in this part of thesis. 




