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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 English is widely used in school worldwide. It seems that schools around 

the world have implemented English as part of their curriculum (Brown 1995, 25). 

People learn English at school everywhere. Thus, the existence of English 

teachers and their teaching methodologies is needed and expected. Teachers are 

expected to find various teaching strategies which can be applied in the classroom 

as they may fit best to different students. 

Language is a set of knowledge which has been taught since very early 

years. Every language has its different order of the words. Linguistics can be 

classified as a science since it can explain and elaborate the way how language 

has been formed (Smith, 2004, 8). 

In making the strategies run well, teachers need to apply the best 

approaches to meet the expectations of what the students need. In learning a 

language, successful learning can be easily seen by the products of the students in 

using the language itself. In this chapter, the following sub-sections are described: 

background of the study, statement of problem, research questions, objectives of 

the study, scope of the study, significance of the study, definition of terms and 

overview of the thesis. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 
 

Language is used to communicate among people and is an essential 

component to everyone in the process of people’s learning. People are surrounded 

by the environments where they live. They tend to learn new vocabulary items 

everyday unwittingly by the way they communicate in the environment around, 
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and at the end, they agree with the concept of the sentence patterns of their own 

mother tongue (Opitz 2011, 1). Thus, people cannot avoid the influence of the 

language from their surroundings. 

Language is a gift. It is a way of communication and English is one of its 

parts. Every individual grasps their first language as the language is used and 

spoken in the place where that person lives. The first language as the daily 

language used is essentially important to be absorbed by the people especially 

children as a form of communication and the way to raise the individual’s 

cognitive process itself. Subconsciously, day by day, the construction of the first 

language has been set in their mind. 

Language can be defined both as a form and as its function (Whong 2011, 

1). Language as a form means that the knowledge of using and practicing the 

language itself has its own rules to be followed (Whong 2011, 1). Like a scientific 

knowledge, its rules and patterns can be learnt. That form can be broken down 

into parts of speech as each word has its role to be used. Opposite with the 

definition by its form, language can also be explained by the function of the usage 

(Whong 2011, 2). Language is made to facilitate the interactions among people. 

People look for a tool for expressing their ideas and their language is the one 

which can help people to express their ideas. Either by its form or its function, 

language is the essential component in helping people to learn (Whong 2011, 21). 

A child will comprehend the vocabulary items and dictions through his 

circumstances and situations around him. For the concrete concepts, a child can 

acquaint and interpret the meaning of those vocabulary items around. Even a baby 
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who has not started to speak yet, the vocabulary concepts they acquire have been 

saved as memories in their brains (Helen 2007, 6). 

Vocabulary input will be added by the time the child is growing up. The 

more they acquire the vocabulary and words, the more they can easily express 

their thoughts through the words they use. The more people around him encourage 

using the vocabulary, the richer that child acquires the language itself. 

Learning new language is ideally taking place when the children have 

achieved their correct grammatical concepts of their mother tongue (Eunhae-Oh 

2011, 14). This is to ensure that they will not mislead the usage of the words 

between the first language and second language. The optimal age when a child is 

ready to learn a new language is at the age of three where the concepts of the first 

language have been settled (Azhim 2014, 25). 

A child in the age of threeundergoes a condition which is named as critical 

period and it is believed that the child will acquire more input and information due 

to its brain plasticity (Saville-Troike 2006, 68). Regarding the critical period that 

the children have in themselves, the stimulations in the early childhood years are 

considered to achieve its best obtaining (Saville-Troike 2006, 69). 

In addition, in the culture of Asia, especially in Eastern Asia, culture and 

sense of citizenship are two features that needto be upheld wherever they live. 

Thus, they should show respect to their homeland and practice what their cultures 

develop them. At home and in their communities, Eastern Asian people tend to 

carry on their customs into daily lives (Min 2012, 20). It also implies that in 

Indonesia, wherever a Korean citizen lives, s/he will practice what has 

beenlearned in his/her culture and customs from the parents. This somehow can 
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create the barriers in learning the second language. The learner will be affected by 

his traditions and for the language learning, as the learner will be affected by the 

construction of his first language in learning a new language. 

Both English and Korean have their own concepts in expressing ideas. It is 

affected by the rules of language itself and different culture. Korean kids tend to 

learn Korean as their first language since the parents carry them into their daily 

culture. Most of Korean, Asian people in general, will uphold their cultures in 

their daily lives. 

Teaching English to the non-English speakers needs the right methods to 

fit and exceed the expectations and successes. The methods in teaching are 

various. We can use several approaches that we might think it would be best for 

the students we teach. We, as teachers, should be aware of their needs and 

motivations to learn a language, in this term, English. Scaffolding is the one of 

strategies that can help students achieve the goals we set in the beginning to 

transfer the knowledge about the language (Zurek 2013, 1). There are several 

ways in teaching through scaffolding strategies. Scaffolding is the way how the 

teachers can elaborate the lesson into parts and guide the students until they feel 

comfortable and independent in doing and continuing the lessons by themselves 

(Alber 2014, 2).  

There are six types of scaffolding created by Wood et al. (1976, 98) which 

explain the way in helping the learning students to achieve in a sufficient way of 

learning. The types can be applied and implemented during the lesson or research.  

The teachers’ roles play a significant contribution in how the scaffolding 

strategies are implemented. The teachers need to engage the children to learn in 



 

5 

 

order to make the lesson gets interesting for them. Children’s time is spent by 

playing and exploring. Chunking the task into several stages from simple to 

complex in order to help the children analyze and construct the task well is also 

the way how scaffolding is applied. The teachers have to set the goal and bridge 

the children to keep on track in achieving the goal, stimulate the children in doing 

the task through various ways, maintain their interest in doing the task given so 

the goal can be set precisely and give the concrete examples to the ways in 

achieving the goal of the task. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

English has been spoken around the globe as an international language. 

There are three circles of English classification as a world language created by 

Braj Kachru (1985): inner circle, outer circle and expanding circle (Pung 2009, 6). 

Countries in the inner circle of English are the ones that used English as their 

primary language within the community. In the outer circle, these countries use 

English as their official language used in most of their institutions. They practice 

and speak English as their second language. Countries in the expanding circle 

recognize that English is world widely spoken and try to learn English as the 

foreign language. Indonesia and Korea are the countries which are grouped in the 

expanding circle. 

People learn English in order to communicate with the worldwide 

communities. Young children of non-native English have learned English from 

school since they are in the Kindergarten, nowadays. However, the structure and 

pattern differences among languages create such a barrier to the students in 
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understanding the language itself. Skills of the language are taught during the 

English lessons at school. During the process of learning English and its four 

skills, the students find it hard in setting the comprehension to create the English 

form in their mind. The students at school, especially Korean students who have 

different structure constructions with English, need guidance to learn English not 

just to master the vocabulary items, but also to construct the understanding of the 

English constructions and components to build the independency in 

comprehending the language. They may be able to speak and understand the 

meanings, express ideas in inappropriate English sentence constructions as they 

are surrounded and influenced by English, but they find the issue in applying 

English into structural form. Scaffolding is hoped to help and provide the needs of 

the students in learning language and construct the proficiency of English 

structures in order to excel the four skills of English. 

 

1.3 Research Questions 
 

The aim of this research was to develop the understanding of English 

sentence structures for the Korean learners to study English as their second 

language and particularly to construct proper sentences for those younger kids 

through the scaffolding strategies. As a result, four research questions have been 

drawn up as follows: 

1. How could Wood et al.’s (1976) six types of scaffolding be implemented 

to teach the participants about writing skills into sentences, especially in 

spellings and construction of the grammatical forms? 

2. How does the process of scaffolding help the participants’ writing skills? 
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3. What problems occurred in applying the scaffolding during the learning 

processes? 

4. What solutions could be concluded in the process of applying scaffolding 

in teaching the writing skills? 

 

1.4 Objectives of the Study 
 

The objectives of the study were to answer the research questions above. By 

doing the research, it was attempted to give the opportunity to the learners of 

younger kids to achieve the understanding of structuring simple sentences through 

scaffolding. These objectives can be detailed as follows: 

1. Describing the understanding of L2 in creating Simple Present Continuous 

sentences through the intervention of the Scaffolding strategies for Korean 

kids who have learnt English in an international school and showing the 

process of their progress. 

2. Reporting the process on how the participants practice their strategies in 

applying the skills in writing sentences as well as the writing components: 

spelling. 

3. Showing the problems that occurred during the learning processes in 

applying scaffolding strategies to develop their writing skills. 

4. Seeking the solutions during the process in applying the scaffolding in 

order to help the participants achieve their goal. 
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1.5 Scope of the Study 
 

In this research, the researcher conducted the scaffolding strategies in 

teaching sentences in the Simple Present Continuous Tense to two Korean 

students. There were three types of pictures provided to help them create the story 

implemented in the scaffolding strategies to the students. The language barrier 

was not an issue in this research as the students and researcher could communicate 

well by using inappropriate English sentence constructions as they, the 

participants, had been exposed to English in their school. The participants were 

two young Korean boy students in the ages of six and seven who studied in an 

international school. The participants studied and were interfered one-on-one by 

the researcher at their homes. The main tool used in this research was a set of 

pictures provided with and without sentences. 

 

1.6 Significance of the Study 
 

The scaffolding strategies were implemented in this research. Through 

those strategies, it was aimed that they were able to make an impact in helping the 

non-native English students for being independent and they could fully understand 

how to create sentences using the Simple Present Continuous Tense. 

For the teachers, the strategies can be used to help the non-native English 

students to learn structuring sentences in the Simple Present Continuous Tense in 

the First Grade of their Primary School. It can help to construct the intelligence of 

the students in perceiving the structures of English in the Simple Present 

Continuous Tense. 
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For the students, by implementing these strategies, it is hoped that they can 

be independent in stabilizing their cognitive skills for constructing the Simple 

Present Continuous Tense. 

For the school, analyzing the needs of the students in learning language 

can be viewed by the abilities of the students themselves. By knowing their needs, 

the school can provide the best academic needs for the students especially the 

Korean students. 

For the other researchers, hopefully it can be used as a reference and be 

maximized in implementing other approaches in order to help the teachers and 

students apply better strategies in the processes of learning sentences. 

 

1.7 Definitions of Terms 
 

The terms used in this research are defined into the following explanations as 

stated below:  

a. Scaffolding strategies 

 Scaffolding is one of some learning strategies which help the students 

learn the knowledge through help and guidance from the experts in order 

to make the students independent in doing the tasks in the future (Saville-

Troike 2006, 113). 

b. Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) 

The ZPD is related to the scaffolding which lays the stages of development 

in achieving its potentials of each learner by guidance. Learners can attain 

the knowledge depending on their potentials themselves regarding their 

ages or some other factors (Saville-Troike 2006, 112). Children tend to 
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follow and imitate adults in the processes of their learning. The abilities in 

absorbing the contexts, meaning and understanding might be different. The 

ZPD is simply the level in how the children process their problem solving 

skills by imitating (Gredler 1997, 256). 

c. Language acquisition 

This term refers to the natural ability of human in acquiring the language, 

especially his first language that is provided within his surroundings. 

Learners will absorb the language they speak in their environments and set 

the absorbed language in order to communicate (Saville-Troike 2006, 13). 

d. Cognitive development of young learners 

There are stages in every human in attaining the knowledge as his 

cognitive stages based on their ages. The stages actually, in relation to the 

ages, can be various depending on the human himself. There are four 

stages which lay to the group of humans’ ages. The cognitive development 

of young learners is mostly is in the sensorimotor and preoperational 

stages (Gredler 1997, 203). 

e. Sentence structures in languages 

Every language in the world has its own patterns to be followed. The 

forms and patterns of the languages can be from the pronunciation, word 

order, sentence structure or meaning of the words. To create sentences, all 

agree that a simple sentence has its subject and predicate. However, the 

form and order may vary. One language has its structural rules which are 

different from the others. In English, for instance, the sentence will start 
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with subject followed by a verb and object. While in Korea, the verb of the 

sentence will be put at the back of the sentence (Smith 2004, 47). 

 

1.8 Overview of the Thesis 

This thesis is divided into five chapters that in each chapter, the researcher 

discusses about several issues in supporting the details. The first chapter, it 

discusses the background of this study explains the problems as it is stated in the 

research questions and the needs to be solved. This chapter also contains several 

explanations, such as objectives of the study and its significance. 

The second chapter mostly discusses the literature review which is related 

to this study: scaffolding strategies in constructing the sentences of Simple Present 

Continuous Tense for the two young Korean-boy students. Regarding this, some 

reasons were discussed regarding how the researcher connected the study into the 

literature review in conducting the research. Researcher discussed the theory of 

scaffolding, cognitive language development, zone of proximal development, 

language acquisition and language structures. 

The third chapter discusses how the researcher designed the research 

methodology used in doing the research of this study. It informs the readers in 

how the researcher created the framework in the implementation of the study. 

The fourth chapter presents the discussions, what kinds of problems 

occurring and how they were solved, finding the solutions and explaining the 

results during the study. 
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The fifth or the last chapter contains the suggestions and conclusion in 

implementing the scaffolding strategies in helping the students learn to write 

sentences in English as their second language. 




