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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

   

This chapter aims to elaborate the background of a child who fails 

academically because of his struggles in reading and writing abilities.  There are 

many factors that influence the reasons why this can ever happen as elaborated in 

the background of the study and the statement of the problems.  The importance of 

doing this research, along with the scope of the study, the objectives, and benefits 

of the study to many people like teachers, parents and students, definitions of the 

terms and thesis overview are described in this chapter. 

 

1.1  Background of the Study  

English is considered as an International language where it is used in many 

parts of the world (Sharifian 2009, 2). While Judd (2005, 58) also stated that English 

is the major International language used around the world.  From that point of view, 

there are many non-native speakers who see that it is important for them to learn 

English, either as a second or foreign language.   

In the year of 2003, the ministry of education (known as the Department of 

Education and Culture) stated the importance of learning English in schools as a 

global interaction in the future. Many Indonesians were interested in sending their 

children to the schools which implement International curricula (Tanu 2018, 35).  

These schools were known as the International schools equipped with the curricula 
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adapted from English-speaking countries like the United Kingdom and the United 

States of America  (O'Neill, 2016 ).  In the year 2014, the ministry of education 

changed the rules again.  The term “International Schools” were used only for a 

special condition.  The schools consider themselves as private schools with 

International standards and affiliated with national curricula known as Satuan 

Pendidikan Kerjasama or known also as SPK (Herlinda, 2017).   

The researcher as a teacher who has been teaching in several SPK schools 

has found that many schools use English as a medium of communication for about 

80% or even more.  Some schools in Indonesia use Bahasa Indonesia only for 1 or 

2 sessions during the Bahasa Indonesia sessions in which each session consists of 

35-40 minutes only.  The researcher was interested in investigating the process of 

learning to read and write in a SPK school which used English as a way of 

communication in daily interaction. 

The researcher realized that the ability in absorbing new information can be 

such struggling moments for some children, especially children with learning 

disabilities.  Children need effective strategies to facilitate them o acquire their 

phonemic awareness which leads their reading skills to mastery.   Moreover, 

children with different cultural backgrounds or conditions in learning such as the 

problems with dyslexia needed to be observed further with the experts. Researchers 

noticed that teachers needed to work collaboratively with the other department in 

the institution to overcome special cases.  Taking in charge the class confidently 

can only be performed when a teacher is knowledgeable with their students’ 

background (Thompson 2017, 122). 
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Young learners love to hear stories and that is the reason why they learn at 

their best through the spoken language (Murray & Christison 2011, 74).  Starting 

with story reading as the children enjoy their learning, teachers can then start with 

their effective, yet interesting strategies for their classroom instructions.  

Handwriting practices can also be taught through more fun activities like, for 

example, using a variety media like pencils, crayons, paint and also sand.  This is 

the part where The Researcher thinks that teachers have their important roles in 

supporting the success in leading their students using interesting and variety 

strategies. 

   

1.2  Problem Identification  

Based on several years of experience of teaching Elementary one students, 

the Researcher observed that reading can be a real challenge for children of 

language learners all over the world. At the beginning of the academic year most 

students of Elementary One are in the process of mastering their reading skills. 

Researcher found that some students were showing difficulties in sounding the 

phonological sounds of letters of alphabet, sounding the three letter words, the 

mixed sounds and reading simple sentences.   

As the students were adapting with the new environment within the new 

grade level and learning their reading and writing skills of English, they are exposed 

to English sentences with the expectations that the students will be able to read 

independently of any short passages by the end of the first term or the first ten 

weeks. They need to read sentences consisting of four or more letter words and 

longer sentences (Tanu 2018, 36), however students are actually forced into a 
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situation when reading aloud is a must.  They need to have the freedom to choose 

and most teachers do not understand this situation, especially the need of the 

struggling readers (McCormack & Pasquarelli 2010, 3).  As The Researcher 

observed the problem occured in the class, she would like to observe the best 

possible approaches to overcome the problem focusing more on the students who 

struggle more in reading and writing.  

Struggling in reading and writing which occur in some children can 

sometimes be misinterpreted.  Children’s stimulus in both reading and writing skills 

are sometimes the number one suspect regarding this issue.  In some cases which 

was found in the classroom during the reading and writing process was visual 

disorder.  Young children sometimes have limited ways to express their feeling 

regarding their disabilities (Hvenekilde 1994, cited in Peer & Reid 2012, 153).  One 

of the Visual disorder is known as visual dyslexia. Dyslexic children has specific 

learning difficulties in acquiring accurate spoken and written language (Peer & Reid 

2012, 153).  It needs special confirmation to identify whether a child has dyslexia 

or really struggling in learning the new language.  Thorough observation would be 

needed to confirm this issue.   

The Researcher realized that some students struggle more during the process 

of reading and writing of English which indicate the special case like the visual 

disorder.  The Researcher was focusing her interested in investigating reading and 

writing problem occurred during the learning process happened to student with 

special condition such as the Dyslexia student. 

As the young children enter to school, they bring along different 

backgrounds like cultural, educational, family and also personal background (Klein 
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& Chen 2001, 118).  Each of the background has its complicacy.  Children with 

different backgrounds interact to different kinds of stimulation in the classroom like 

children who comes with different cultural background and speaks different 

language from their classmates would feel more comfortable when their teacher is 

familiar with their language or family or some other children would like to have fun 

interactions like talking about pets (Carrasco, Vera & Cazden 1981, cited in Klein 

& Chen 2001, 120). 

Identifying a leaner’s need takes thorough and detail analysis.  Educators 

are challenged to overcome the problems occurred regarding students’ difficulties.  

The researcher also realized that students with different cultural background can be 

found in the classroom and blocking the process of understanding the concept of 

reading and writing English.  Frieda (2009, 25) proposed that an early intervention 

is the very important basic principal in supporting a child to get a proper treatment.  

It   is needed as soon as we identify the problem occuring in the teaching-learning 

activities.  An early intervention is needed to provide parents with important 

information related to their children and also to support their need in helping their 

children (Allen 2011, 12). 

 

1.3  Scope of the Study 

This research was based on a single participant study.  The research was 

conducted in a Grade One elementary level of an SPK school.  Furthermore, the 

research was conducted on a male student diagnosed with dyslexia or visual 

disorder.  The reading and writing abilities of the participant were observed to see 

the academic changes made.  The eclectic approach which was a mix of approaches 
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that combine more than one approaches applied to scaffold the participant’s need 

in learning to read and write.  In this research the approaches used were The Natural 

and Task-Based Approaches.   

  

1.4  Research Questions 

Based on the research and problems faced during the instructional 

processes, the researcher has identified and formulated four research questions: 

1) How can the eclectic approach be implemented to help a dyslectic 

student learn to read and write? 

2) What contributions does the eclectic approach have when applied to the 

participant? 

3) How can the cultural differences make a dyslexic student struggle in 

his/her writing literacy? 

4) What effects can the reading and writing intervention program have in 

teaching a dyslexic student in a regular classroom of the Lower 

Elementary School? 

 

1.5 Objectives of the Study  

There are four objectives of this research that can be described.  Firstly, it 

was to explore the contributions of the eclectic approach to the participant when it 

was applied.  The eclectic approach is a combination of several methods which can 

be used when a single method is not suitable (Reid 2001, 32). Therefore, the 

applications of the eclectic approach were described thoroughly in the research.  

The applications of the eclectic approach are applicable to students with specific 



7 
 

needs and in this research, to be more specific, the applications were observed 

toward a dyslexic participant. The research was conducted in a SPK school that has 

no special support for dyslexics, therefore, the research was intended to explore 

ways of supporting a dyslexic student when s/he was studying in class.  

Secondly, was to observe the contributions of the eclectic approach when 

implemented to the participant.  There are some benefits in applying the eclectic 

approach such as the flexibility in applying the appropriate method toward children 

with different characters and also the variety given to children during teaching 

which can be done in variety and interesting ways (Denham & Lobeck 2010, 5-7).  

In this research the contributions were observed during implementation. 

Thirdly, was to observe whether the cultural differences had effected the 

reading and writing  process toward a dyslexic students.  Spending some times in 

another country and having the chance to explore a new language must have given 

any child some new knowledge: a new language to acquire and bear in mind. 

Dyslexia indicated special characteristics in learning.  Children with dyslexia 

should be seen as a broader problem when concerning cultural background that 

needed thorough assessment and intervention to overcome (Martin 2013, 19).  In 

this research, the impacts of the cultural background toward the writing skills were 

observed. 

Fourthly, to observe the effects of the reading and writing interventions 

program have in teaching a dyslexic student in a regular classroom of the Lower 

Elementary School.  Most interventions involves variety strategies which 

considered to be suitable and effective to be applied toward the learners.  The 

interventions usually have the components like how, where, when and why the 
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strategies are used (Hattie & Anderman 2013, 420). The effects of the 

implementation were elaborated in this research. 

 

1.6 Benefits of the Study  

There are some benefits which can be taken by doing this research. In this 

research they are divided into student, teachers, parents and the researcher. 

 

1.6.1   Benefits Study for the Students 

The researcher had the opportunity to apply the eclectic approach that 

seemed appropriate to be applied to students who was struggling in reading and 

writing skills.  The variety provided for the students to learn from is beneficial since 

the approach used is based on fun learning.  The eclectic approach applied in this 

research promoted the effective way to scaffold the students’ need in learning the 

language as a second language such as the medium of communication used is in 

target language (Smith 2005, 36).  

The benefit for students who suffer from dyslexia is that they too, can excel. 

Students who suffer from dyslexia may feel down about their deficit in reading 

aloud for words & sentences and writing words like spelling & sentences. The 

research shared the changes happened and might be beneficial for them as it would 

help to boost their confidence. 

 

1.6.2  Benefits Study for the Teachers 

The researcher also see that the research is beneficial for teachers as it shows 

the importance of a thorough analysis in finding out the students’ needs.  When a 



9 
 

thorough analysis is done to find out more about the students’ need, appropriate 

action can be done to fulfill the needs. 

 

1.6.3  Benefits Study for the Parents 

This research provides benefits for the parents who has dyslexic children 

about appropriate methods and tools could be applied and used in schools.   

Some parents who have dyslexic students were trying hard to support their 

child by fulfilling their academic support in the way that these parents know.  They 

need more guidance in supporting their children in more appropriate solution.  

Hopefully, with appropriate ways in supporting their children will also help the 

children to boost their confidence.  

 

1.6.4  Benefits Study for the Researchers 

 For the researchers, this study provide and contribute to the effective ways 

of teaching English especially in the reading and writing skills.  The eclectic 

approach which consists of the natural approach and the task-based approach can 

be applied not only to the learners with dyslexia, but also to all the classes of young 

learners in early elementary levels. The researcher may decide the effective ways 

in supporting the students in learning effectively.  

 

1.7  Definitions of the Terms 

There are some terms used throughout this research.  Brief explanations of 

these terms are presented as follows: 
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1) The term of  young learners refers to students with the ages of five to twelve 

years old (Hughes 2003, 199). 

2).  Reading readiness is the term used for the knowledge that the students have 

in relation to their reading abilities.  As mentioned by Muller (2010, 2), it is 

the knowledge that students need for their reading experience as well as their 

preparation made by the schools to support their students who enter the 

schools.  This condition is supported by the children’s experiences in reading 

and stimuli from the surroundings. 

3).  Reading Comprehension is an ongoing reading process where the readers are 

trying to understand and find the meanings of certain texts making 

connections of the paragraphs, drawing connections of the idea/s in the story 

with their background knowledge, picking up details, and thinking about 

responses (Harvey, 2016, 6). 

4).    Dyslexia’s actual meaning indicates difficulties in using words or lexicon and 

the learning processes.  Regarding the reading disorder, dyslexia can affect 

any part of the reading processes like decoding words, word recognitions, 

reading and spelling difficulties, inability in identifying letters and many other 

specific linguistic competence that leads to the struggling process of writing 

(Hermijanto  & Valentina 2002, 32). 

5).  Cultural differences is a condition where a learner comes from a different 

cultural background and has a very limited prior knowledge about the target 

language.  The learners bring in their own cultures and beliefs to the processes 

of learning.  The contrasts create each learner to produce different output in 

producing the language (McBride 2015, 32). 
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6)   Phonological awareness is the awareness of sounds that occur in one’s mind.  

It is the process of understanding the sounds and making connections to create 

words (McCormack & Pasquarelli 2010, 38).   

7).  SLA is the term used for Second Language Acquisition.  It is the process of 

acquiring a new language subconsciously. The process of acquiring the 

second language can be influenced by the first language (Saville & Troike 

2012, 20). 

8).  Early intervention is an action taken as early as possible to work on a child’s 

developmental, health or any academic support needed (Sukkar, Dunst & 

Kirkby 2017, 33). 

 

1.8  Thesis Overview 

The research outlined in this thesis is divided into five chapters.  Chapter 

One presents the background of the study which is then followed by the statement 

of the problem and the scope of the study.  The research questions are designed to 

meet the objectives of the study.  While the definitions of the terms are discussed 

before the thesis overview.  In Chapter Two, the review of the related literature is 

discussed.  The literature related to second language acquisition, young learners and 

how they learn the language, and the approaches used to facilitate the learner in 

learning at his best. The conceptual framework is offered at the end of the chapter.  

Chapter There elaborates the methodology which describes the procedures and 

processes in this research.  In Chapter Four, the researcher presents the research 

findings and discussions, explaining the results and giving interpretations of the 
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research.  Lastly, in Chapter Five, the researcher states the conclusion and 

recommendations for further studies which would be beneficial for many people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




