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CHAPTER I 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 
 

1.1 Background 

 

International Relations (IR) is a fascinating topic because it took its 

concern primarily on the peoples and cultures throughout the world. The scope 

and complexity of interactions between actors that are involved make IR a 

challenging subject of study. The relation that is being discussed is relationship 

among the world’s government in which they are closely connected with other 

actors (such as state actors, international organizations, multinational 

corporations, and individuals); with other social structures (including economics, 

culture, and domestic politics); with geographical and historical influences.1  

In the process of understanding how International Relations works, people 

should aware that most of the times, genders matter. It affects views, decision 

processes, ideologies, especially in issues relating to war and international 

security.2 Somehow in particular issues, many of options and decisions are based 

on male ratio and logical thinking. They usually dominate participation on 

domestic and foreign policies decision making, state sovereignty, or the use of 

military force. For some reasons, the phenomena increases critiques and trigger 

movement to enhance gender equality. 

 

 

 

1 Joshua S. Goldstein and Jon C. Pevehouse. 2008. International Relations 8th Edition. United 
States: Pearson Longman, page 3. 
2 Ibid, page 106. 
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Giving and acknowledging the same rights for both genders could draw 

equality between men and women. If men can have a high level of education, so 

can women; if men’s voices or ideas can be accepted widely and realized globally, 

so do women; and if men can take charge of a community or a society, women 

can do the same. What men could have, are possible to own by women too. What 

men are allowed to do, women have the same rights to do so. Thus, when genders 

are basically have the same portion and respect to one another, then it can be said 

that equality between men and women has been achieved and realized. 

Actors of International Relations are important, as important as what they 

can offer to the world. Social movements brought by individuals are opening 

chances for people to connect globally, share strategies, and learn from each 

other. So it is true that a more just, peaceful, and tolerant world is possible and no 

longer being questioned. The most logical way to achieve desirable world 

condition is to eliminate gap between men and women where in this era of time, 

there is the tendency that women lacks its power to examine its rights or its rights 

are not fully used. Women are usually seen as minor characters and stereotyped 

by the society. They have to struggle more to achieve equality for their gender.  

Actors of International Relations also put their attention to these gender 

issues. To show respect on women, discussions about multigenerational issues 

affecting feminist and women’s human rights, activism, movements had been 

done through establishment of international organization such as UN Women, an 

UN organization dedicated to gender equality and the empowerment of women. A 

global champion for women and girls, UN Women was established to accelerate 
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progress on meeting their needs worldwide.3 Several landmark agreements such 

as the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, the Convention on the 

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), and the 

World Conference on Human Rights in Vienna established in 1993 are evidences 

of efforts to struggle for women’s recognitions.  

The importance of gender issues are based on the fact that women often 

felt that they live under no strong social justice movement to support their dissent 

or broad political visions although several recognitions have been made to 

encourage women’s empowerment as it shown by significant progress has been 

made in the repositioning of women’s rights as part of human rights discourse.  

As the World Conference on Human Rights in Vienna established (in 

1993): 4 

…the human rights of women are inalienable, integral and an indivisible part of 

universal human rights. The full and equal participation of women in political, 

economic, social and cultural life, at the national, regional and international 

levels, and the eradication of all forms of discrimination on grounds of sex are 

priority objectives of the international community.  

However, realization of these rights remains more an aspiration than 

reality for most women. As rights organizations move into the 21st century, the 

growth of social, religious, political, and economic fundamentalisms poses serious 

challenges to global feminist and women’s movements. These movements are 

working in increasingly hostile social and political environments where women’s 

participation is threatened and often punished.5 

 

 

3 http://www.unwomen.org/about-us/ 
4 Paragraph 18, Vienna Declaration and Program of Action. 
5 Center for Women’s Global Leadership. 2007. Listening To Each Other: A Multigenerational 

Feminist Dialogue. USA: Rutgers University, page 5. 
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Another effort initiated by majority United Nations’ member countries is 

through the establishment of Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). MDGs 

range from halving extreme poverty to halting the spread of HIV/AIDS, to 

providing universal primary education, all by the target date of 2015. It is agreed 

in New York, in September 2000 by Heads of State and representatives, Indonesia 

and 188 other countries are the signatories.6 

They have galvanized unprecedented efforts to meet the needs of the 

world’s poorest as it supports the basic roadmap for development. The MDGs 

encapsulate the development aspirations of the world as a whole. But they are not 

only development objectives but also they encompass universally accepted human 

values and rights as responsibilities to future generations.7 

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) provide concrete, numerical 

benchmarks for tackling extreme poverty in many dimensions. The MDGs is an 

important framework for the entire international community to work together 

towards a common end, cooperate in term of making liberalism as the basic 

principle, and making sure that human development reaches everyone, 

everywhere. If these goals are achieved, world poverty will be cut by half, tens of 

millions of lives will be saved, and billions more people will have the opportunity 

to benefit from the global economy. 

  

 

 

 

6 United Nations. 2008. The Millennium Development Goals Report 2008. New York: UN 
Headquater, page 3. 
7 Ibid. 
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Declaration, the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), place people as 

the main focus of development and articulate a set of interrelated goals as the 

agenda for development and global partnership. Each goal has been translated into 

one or more targets with measurable indicators.  

The eight goals are:
8
 

Goal 1: eradicate extreme poverty and hunger. 

Goal 2: achieve universal primary education. 

Goal 3: promote gender equality and empower women. 

Goal 4: reduce child mortality. 

Goal 5: improve maternal health. 

Goal 6: combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases. 

Goal 7: ensure environmental sustainability. 

Goal 8: develop a Global Partnership for Development.  

Gender equality is the third goal of the MDGs but it is integral to the 

process of achieving all eight MDGs. This thesis will describe about why gender 

matters in the field of International Relations and it is important to uncover hidden 

assumption about gender in how we live our social life in accordance with the 

achievement of MDGs third goal. The thesis will specify its systematic 

description in Indonesia only. 

Indonesia is one of many countries that are concerned about realizing 

Millennium Development Goals. MDGs has become an important reference to 

development in Indonesia, starting from the planning stage as stated in its 

Medium Term Development Plan (RPJM) to exercise under the command of 

BAPPENAS.9  

8 www.un.org/millenniumgoals 
9 Badan Perencanaan Pembangunan Nasional (Bappenas – Ministry for National Development 
Planning/ National Development Agency). 2004. Indonesia Progress Report on the Millennium 

Development Goals. Jakarta: Government of Indonesia, page 21. 
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Despite the various obstacles, the government is committed to achieving these 

objectives and required hard work and cooperation with all parties, including civil 

society, private sector and donors.  

Although Indonesia is already categorized as one of “middle income 

countries”, we still have many agenda to be done. This is due to the condition of 

Indonesian people according to the data of Gross National Index (GNI), which 

accumulated from the goods and services produced by one country in a certain 

time period, resulting income per capita US$1.650 the year 2007. This is equal to 

Rp1.250.000 per month. If we compared it to the other countries, Indonesia got 

142 in rank position from the total of 209 world countries (World Bank GNI, 

2008).10 

Indonesia will be much better if we can answer questions such as, are 

Indonesian people succeeded to break down the poor circle? Are the people who 

can read and write increasing in the number? How about the health of mother and 

children? How about the women’s role in the society? So on and so forth. We 

need Millennium Development Goals to organize what Indonesia and the world 

need. As a country that has strong commitment towards MDGs, Indonesia has 

achieved much progress in reducing gender disparity in education and literacy, 

and has also increased the participation of women in the political and legislative 

sectors.11 

 

10 Peter Stalker. 2008. Let Speak Out for MDGs. Indonesia: Jakarta, page 1. 
11 Badan Perencanaan Pembangunan Nasional (Bappenas – Ministry for National Development 
Planning/ National Development Agency). 2004. Indonesia Progress Report on the Millennium 

Development Goals. Jakarta: Government of Indonesia, page 42. 
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MDGs are not only symbolize our nation’s commitment for a more 

prosperous world by 2015 but also as the key to sharpener the targets, strategies, 

and to ensure the national development is working properly and intended to 

satisfy the needs of all Indonesian people, for the purpose of gaining the desirable 

prosperity. From then on, MGDs are becoming the starting point for development 

and standardization to evaluate development progress and continuity.  

 

1.2 Research Question 

  

 Women have been fighting for their right to be acknowledged and 

respected and struggled to make their voice heard. It is encouraging yet sad to 

know that women have protested and fought for their right from the ancient time 

until global era until now. However, it seems that men still hold the authority and 

over-power women in most of the aspects of life. This is because men are the ones 

that create the laws and regulations as Susan B. Anthony, an American suffragist, 

had explicitly pointed out, “…. there never will be complete equality until women 

themselves help to make laws and elect lawmakers.” 

 Again, a fact of inequality between men and women encouraged her to cry 

out a voice of silenced women, “…. we ask justice, we ask equality, we ask that 

all civil and political rights that belong to citizens of the United States, be 

guaranteed to us and our daughters forever.” 

 In here, we can see that equality is one of the most important matters of 

the world. We are now seeking for more voices of women are heard and 

developed as well as men does. Diversity and inclusiveness in areas such as race, 
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class, language, sexual orientation and religion have long been recognized as 

important to women’s movements. We should stop the paradigm that women are 

inferior to men.  

 Indonesia, compared to many other developing countries, provides greater 

participation in the mainstream of economic growth, primarily because of the 

public visibility afforded to women. The process of development is never gonna 

runs smooth, there are relatively few rigid cultural or religious restrictions on 

women’s behavior, that hamper their progress. Indonesian women lag behind their 

East Asian counterparts in the areas of health and education, and culturally biased 

gender stereotypes have led to persistent economic disparities as well.  

The roles of Indonesian women are remarkable. The struggle by Kartini to 

promote women’s rights in education in the early 1990s and the holding of the 

first women’s congress, Kongres Perempuan, in Yogyakarta on December 22nd 

1928, as well as many other women’s activities in the following decades, has 

exemplified their contributions in building our society.12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 Kathryn Robinson and Sharon Bessel. 2002. Women on Indonesia: Gender, Equity, and 

Development. Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, page xxiii. 
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With the establishment of Millennium Development Goals, women should 

feel safer because finally there are guarantees for them to actualize their rights. 

Guarantees in here are the guarantees from the government to do something and 

make some efforts to make gender equality in order to empower women happens 

and coming into surface. By 2015, hopefully there will be many significant 

progress that lead women into better position in households, education, 

government, and all aspects. 

 Therefore, the writer concluded a research question of the thesis:  

How different actors in Indonesia, both national actors and international 

actors cooperate to achieve the same goal, promoting gender equality and 

empower women as part of Millennium Development Goals? 

 

 

 

1.3 Research Objective 

 

 The objectives of the thesis are achieved when writer could answer the 

research question, draw strategies according to the problem, and make conclusion. 

 The objective is to give systematic description on how different actors in 

Indonesia, both national actors and international actors cooperate to achieve the 

same goal, promoting gender equality and empowers women as part of 

Millennium Development Goals according to these indicators:  

1. elaborate reasons and rational thinking of why is attention to gender 

equality and women’s empowerment essential to enable countries and 

the international community to achieve the Millennium Development 
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Goals (MDGs). This will include explanation about Millennium 

Development Goals, the importance, objectives, and targets. 

2. real efforts, policies that have been made so far, and activities to 

improve it. Case study is needed to specify the movement and the 

realization of the MDGs goal 3. 

3. the actors behind the projects. To know who might involve, how far 

they are able to solve the problems and in the decision-making 

processes. 

4. result and its continuity and consistency, how it may affect the life of 

Indonesian women and Indonesian people in the larger context. To 

know whether the study case is still relevant for the future 

development or just a one time project. This is also important to help 

actors, government, so on and so forth to make actions for future or 

else repair and improve the one they already have. 

5. the obstacles and challenges to promote women’s leadership in 

Indonesia for the purpose of broadening and renewing feminist 

movements by examining the obstacles to and opportunities for 

multigenerational alliance and collaboration. 
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1.4 Research Purposes 

 

 Social research can serve many purposes. There are commonly three 

research purposes that someone can actually use in the research completion. There 

are exploration, description, and explanation. In this thesis, writer uses the 

description purpose in which applying the rational thinking of many social 

scientific studies is to describe situations and events. The writer observes and then 

describes accurately and precisely what was observed. 

 By writing the thesis, the writer hopes that education, information, and the 

skill in examining case study which the writer got during the study time as an 

International Relations student are well, even best practiced. So then, the writer 

can actually measure and combining the theories to see what is really in the 

surface, and to elaborate more about the case according to the theories of IR. So, it 

is the main purpose to give explanation on how balance the theories and the real 

practice can be. 

The writer also hopes that the thesis could be the source of information, 

foundation, and give description about the current issues regarding the life of 

Indonesian people, especially in the field of gender equality. Whereas gender 

equality is still a sensitive problem and it remains a trigger to many different 

opinions and actions. With reading the thesis, the writer wants the readers to think 

about ways to serve or help to improve participation of women’s leadership in 

Indonesia. Even if there are inhibiting actors, we could seek for solutions, draw 

strategies, and implement it in our daily lives. 
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By reading the thesis and see the real efforts of how might Indonesian 

government, international organizations, global citizens are working together in 

achieving peace and security, to eliminate gap between gender, and make the 

world a better place for living, hopefully many positive actions will occur, 

growing steady, and help reshaping the Indonesia’s context as a whole. The 

projects had been done in this field can be evaluate to produce a better and more 

relevant project. The writer hopes that the world, initiated by actors of IR will 

always hunger for better condition. So, improvement, development, and 

evaluation will be basic activities from time to time, it will always be there for the 

sake of humanities. 

Writer wants to speak up with its writing about the power beneath 

Indonesia, the power of Millennium Development Goals, the power of women 

who can strive and work to its limit to achieve the rights they own. To make their 

voice heard, to fight illiteracy, unbalanced education between men and women, 

and to break the old paradigm that women are inferior to men. 

In later, writer wants to be able to make something good out of it, go 

places to help the needs of Indonesian women. Even gender is not always about 

the needs of women, but women should really understand that they have the same 

amount of rights to be heard as well as men did. They need to know that the 

country needs their role, so on and so forth, so that feminist movements in 

Indonesia aren’t something that practically provoke a mass destruction, but it is a 

label of emancipation in a democracy country as big as Indonesia. We are still in 

the long journey and we are responsible for make it all happen. 
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1.5 The Organization of the Thesis 

 
 
CHAPTER I  INTRODUCTION  

1.1 Background 

1.2 Research Question 

1.3 Research Objective 

1.4 Research Purposes 

1.5 Systematic Writing 

Consist of general information regarding the topic. A brief explanation 

about the overall situation that wants to be examine then sharpen it until it shows 

the main problem.  

Example: 

In the process of understanding how International Relations works, people 

should aware that most of the times, genders matter. It affects views, decision 

processes, ideologies, especially in issues relating to war and international 

security. The recent development indicated that many of options and decisions are 

based on male ratio and logical thinking. They usually dominate participation on 

domestic and foreign policies decision making, state sovereignty, or the use of 

military force. For some reasons, the phenomena increases critiques and trigger 

movement to enhance gender equality. 
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CHAPTER II  ANALYTICAL FRAMEWORK 

This chapter consists of minimum 3 of literature reviews or thematic 

books in accordance with the thesis. It is highly recommended so that the 

explanation can be to the point, clear, and exact. Theories and concepts also 

needed to complete the elaboration of the chapter. It gets more specific than the 

first chapter, which only limits to breakdown all general views. 

 

CHAPTER III  SOCIAL RESEARCH METHODS 

Explain about the method analysis, ways to collect data and process it, 

also the reason why the writer choose specific period or case to support its 

research. 

Example:  

The thesis will use qualitative analysis. The qualitative analysis needed to 

elaborate all nonnumeric main points, such as the history of feminism, the overall 

condition of Indonesian women, etc. For the purpose of collecting data, the writer 

will use literature review, thematic books, websites, journals, photos, documents, 

and articles. As for the activities that might support the process of gathering 

information, join several seminars, make observations, and conduct a qualitative 

interview.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



15 
 

 
 

CHAPTER IV ANALYSIS  

 

This chapter will be the most important part of the thesis since the analysis 

will make a clear descriptive explanation and be the answer on the previous 

research question mentioned on the first chapter. The data collected for the 

analysis of this chapter come from various resources, which consists of primary 

data collected through conducting an in depth interview with State Ministry for 

Women Empowerment and Child Protection of Republic Indonesia and NGO 

working in Jakarta. Secondary data collected through conducting literature review 

from various books, thematic books are mainly used, websites, online articles, and 

also online journals, which are related to the thesis topic. 

Research question that must be answered in this thesis: 

How different actors, both national actors and international actors in 

Indonesia cooperate to achieve the same goal, promoting gender equality 

and empower women as part of Millennium Development Goals? 

In order to answer the research question of this thesis, it is an obligation 

for the writer to know important points that relate to the topic. The systematic 

writing starts with general description later on crystallized into specific issue, in 

this thesis is known as the elaboration of the selected case study.  
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CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

5.1 Conclusion 

 Consist of resume of all thesis content. Conclusion will summarize from 

all information from the first chapter. It is important for conclusion to point outs 

main problems, solutions, history, etc so readers can follow what this thesis would 

try to discover.  

 

5.2 Recommendations  

Conclusion will lead to recommendations that are important to the writer’s 

thesis and future research. These recommendations also involve the writer’s 

suggestions to improve the participation and women’s leadership in Indonesia and 

also to strengthen women’s leadership as well as the realization of the Millennium 

Development Goals. In this thesis, Indonesia is the country which the writer refers 

to see the development from time to time. 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 Consist of detailed information about sources that have been used to 

complete the thesis (books, journals, articles, websites, etc). 
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Interview transcript, photos, documents, letters, etc that used to complete 

the research and finishing the thesis. 

 




