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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

I.1. Background

To fully understand how a country interacts and positioned itself in the

international world, one can’t simply abandon the importance of the domestic

condition of that country. Government, religion, the military, national identity,

and civil society are some elements that contribute to the domestic condition of a

country. In Turkish Republic, its domestic political life has been circling around

the issue of the ideology of secularism, the military as the guardian of the

secularist identity, and the two “internal enemies” which are political Islam, and

Kurdish nationalism. According to CIA world fact book, Turkey is populated with

99.8% of Muslim people (mostly Sunni), the other 0.2% are mostly Christians and

Jews.1 Hence, almost the entire people of Turkish Republic are Muslim. But, with

that huge majority of Islamic people in this country, Turkey grows as a secular

country that holds the separation of religion from the state.

As the successor of the Ottoman Empire, one of the largest and longest

lasting Islamic Empires, Turkey had a long standing history with Islam. The

Ottoman power maxed out at the end of the seventeenth century and then started

to deteriorate. By the mid eighteenth century the decline had become a rush and

made this large empire become the “sick man of Europe”. The Ottoman Empire

1 CIA: The World Factbook, “Middle East: Turkey”, Accessed from
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/tu.html, on February 24, 2012.
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collapsed by the end of the World War I. The new Turkey then emerged with the

reform made by Mustafa Kemal Ataturk in 1923.

As a Turkish nationalist, Kemal Ataturk had his own vision of the new

Turkey that was different from the vision of the Ottoman Empire itself. Ataturk

saw Islam and a decaying monarchy as the reasons behind the failure of the old

Turkey. Thus, he wanted to cut Turkey’s ties with its Islamic past and provide

Turks with a guiding ideology other than Islam. According to Ataturk, to regain

its power Turkey had to become part of the West. This meant secularism,

enlightenment, and industrialization to become a new Turkey. The reforms made

by Ataturk known as “Kemalism”, was based on six principles which are:

republicanism, secularism, populism, nationalism, statism, and reformism.2

Apparently the Westernization, secularization, and other reforms made by

the Ataturk to modernized Turkey and eliminated its past as a Muslim country

didn’t effectively make Turkey grow as a successful secular democratic country.

Despite the modernization, Turkey developed as a parliamentary republic in form,

but autocracy in practice. Ataturk used his Republican People’s Party (CHP) to

dominate the political scene.3 There are no opposition parties or any autonomous

groups outside the control of the state since the Kemalist state discouraged the

autonomous activity, especially the religious activity as it was regarded by the

2 Monte Palmer, 2007, “The Politics of the Middle East”, Canada: Thomson Wadsworth, pp. 304-
309.
The six principles of Kemalism were taken from Taha Parla book “Corporatist Ideology in
Kemalist Turkey: Progress or Order?” cited by Palmer.
3 David E. L., Bernard R., Mark G. Edited, “The Government and Politics of the Middle East and
North Africa”, USA: Westview, pp. 15.
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state as a potential threat to its ability to carry out its modernization effort and

consolidate its political control.4

For close to ninety years now, the Republic of Turkey had been officially a

secular state. The ideology of Kemalism was still the center of Turkish political

life. Up until now, the military or Turkish Armed Forces (TAF) had been the

guardian of the secular ideology of the state. Though the Turkish constitutions

have not openly declared any guardianship role of the military, TAF had been an

influential element of Turkey’s political system. The military had made several

interventions in order to maintain the secular ideology of the state, assuming that

other groups that wanted to change the direction of Turkish Republic to move

away from secularism as potential threats, and that includes the emergence of

Islamic parties in Turkish political life.

Apparently, though Kemalism and secularism were still the center of

Turkish political life, the role of Islam in Turkish social and political life can’t

simply be abandoned like what Ataturk wanted in the past. In 1946 there was an

important turning point in the rise of political Islam in Turkey with the

establishment of a multiparty system. Within this new system, the CHP lost its

monopoly over Turkey’s political life and forced to compete for power and was

forced to adopt a more tolerant attitude towards Islam. Thus Islam became an

important factor in order to gain the power back. The emergence of the

Democratic Party in 1950 led by Adnan Menderes that won a parliamentary

4 Angel Rabasa and F Stephen Larrabee, 2008, “The Rise of Political Islam in Turkey”, RAND:
National Defense Research Institute, Accessed from
http://www.rand.org/pubs/monographs/2008/RAND_MG726.pdf on February 24, 2012, pp. 34.
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majority, ending the CHP’s monopoly of power, created an important

transformation in Turkish domestic political life as it opened up and provided

political space for minority groups, including the religious one to resurface and

begin to organize politically.5

Prior to 1970, the religious right was just a faction within the mainstream

center-right parties. In the 1970s, it emerged as a separate political movement

under the leadership of Necmattin Erbakan, who founded the Milli Goruş

movement (or the National Vision). The first Islamic party is the National Order

Party (MNP) in January 1970 led by Erbakan that advocated a new economic and

social order based on Islamic principles. This party was shut down after the

military intervention in 1971 on the basis that it was against the secular nature of

the state. Then in October 1972 Erbakan came with the National Salvation Party

(MSP) that fused Islam and Turkish nationalism as its foundation. This party

successfully established itself as an important actor in Turkish political life by

gaining the third place in the 1973 election but again, the military did intervention

and forced this Islamic party to be closed down. The party then reemerged under a

new name in 1983 as the Welfare Party (RP) and gained influence in Turkish

political life but then closed down under military intervention in January 1998.

The Islamist movement then started to change its strategy after realizing

that direct attempt to push an Islamic agenda would only create strong opposition

from the secularist, especially the military. Thus, when the Virtue Party (FP)

emerged as the new religious right party, unlike its predecessors, it began to

5 Ibid., pp. 35-36.
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embrace Western political values. But after the Virtue Party was shut down by the

Constitutional Court in June 2001, the movement formally split. The

traditionalists established the Felicity Party (SP), and the modernists founded a

new party, the Justice and Development Party (AKP), with Recep Tayyip Erdogan

as the party chairman. And the separation of the two parties which came from the

same Islamist movement creates a new atmosphere in the rising of political Islam

in Turkish political life.6 A growing strength of Islamic parties in Turkish political

life can be seen in Table 1.1 (the Islamic parties are bolded). And the timeline of

the evolution of the religious-right parties can be seen in Figure 1.1.

The reformist faction that formed the AKP under Erdogan learned from

the past. They learned that in order to gain the people’s supports, Islamic party

can’t let religious issues dominate its political agenda. It should also acknowledge

the importance of consensus-seeking and dialogue-building with other sectors of

society. Another important thing is that, the Islamic party needs to recognize the

guardianship role of the military in Turkey, which should be taken into account as

a historical reality. 7 And with the lesson learned, the AKP emerged as a

conservative democratic party, persistently rejects being radical Islamist, though

its leader had close relations with Islamic-rooted parties in the past.

6 Ibid., pp. 43-46.
7 Umit Cizre and Menderes Cinar, 2003, “Turkey 2002: Kemalism, Islamism, and Politics in the
Light of the February 2008 Process”, The South Atlantic Quarterly, Vol. 102, No. 2/3,
Spring/Summer 2003, Accessed from Project MUSE, November 29, 2011, pp. 326.
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Table 1.1 Percentages of Votes and Number of Seats Won by Parties in
Parliamentary Elections in Turkey, 1946-2002

Party 1946 1950 1954 1957 1961 1965 1969 1973 1977 1983 1987 1991 1995 1999 2002

AKP % - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 34,3
S. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 363

CHP (HP,
SHP)

% - 39,9 34,8 40,6 36,7 28,7 27,4 33,3 41,4 30,5 24,7 20,8 10,7 8,7 19,4

S. 392 63 31 178 173 134 143 185 213 117 99 88 49 - 178
DYP (DP,
AP)

% - 53,3 56,6 47,3 34,8 52,9 45,5 29,3 36,9 - 19,1 27,0 19,2 12,0 9,6

S. 66 416 504 424 158 240 256 149 189 - 59 178 135 85 -

MHP (MCP) % - - - - - - 3,0 3,4 6,4 - 2,9
RP

8,2 18,0 8,3

S. - - - - - - 1 3 16 - - - 130 -

DEHAP
(HEP,
HADEP)

% - - - - - - - - - - -
SHP

4,2 4,8 6,2

S. - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

ANAP % - - - - - - - - - 45,1 36,3 24,0 19,7 13,2 5,1

S. - - - - - - - - - 211 292 115 132 86 -

SP (MSP, RP,
FP)

% - - - - - - - 11,8 8,6 - 7,2 16,9 21,4 15,4 2,5

S. - - - - - - - 48 24 - - 62 158 110 -
DSP % - - - - - - - - - - 8,5 10,8 14,6 22,2 1,2

S. - - - - - - - - - - - 7 76 136 -

MDP % - - - - - - - - - 23,3 - - - - -

S. - - - - - - - - - 71 - - - - -

DP % - - - - - - - 11,9 1,9 - - - - - -

S. - - - - - - - 45 - - - - - - -

MP % - 3,1 4,9 7,1 14,0 6,3 3,2 0,6 - - - - - - -

S. - - 5 4 65 31 6 - - - - - - - -

YTP % - - - - 13,7 3,7 2,2 - - - - - - - -

S. - - - - 54 19 6 - - - - - - - -

Others % - 3,7 4,7 5,0 0,8 8,4 18,7 9,7 5,8 1,1 1,3 0,5 2,0 5,5 13,4

S. 7 2 - 4 - 26 38 20 8 - - - - 3 9

Total S. 465 481 540 610 450 450 450 450 450 399 450 450 550 550 550

Turnout % - 87,8 88,6 - 81,4 71,3 64,4 66,8 70,4 92,3 93,3 83,9 85,2 87,1 76,9

AKP: Justice and Developement Party; CHP: Republican People's Party (1983: People's Party, HP;
1987-1991: Social Democratic People's Party, SHP); DYP: True Path Party (1946-1957:
Democratic Party, DP; 1961-1977: Justice Party, AP); MHP: National Movement Party (1987-
1991: National Labour Party, MCP); DEHAP: Democratic People's Party (1991: People's Work
Party, HEP; 1995-1999: People's Democracy Party, HADEP); ANAP: Motherland Party; SP:
Felicity Party (1973-1977: National Salvation Party, MSP; 1987-1995: Welfare Party, RP; 1999:
Virtue Party, FP); DSP: Democratic Left Party; MDP: Nationalist Democracy Party; DP:
Democratic Party; MP: Nation Party; YTP: New Turkey Party.

SOURCE: Wolfram Nordsieck, 2002, Parties and Elections in Europe (Source: Türkiye Büyük
Millet Meclisi (http://www.tbmm.gov.tr)), Accessed from http://www.parties-and-
elections.de/turkey2.html, March 23, 2012.
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Figure 1.1 Evolution of Religious-Right Parties in Turkey

SOURCE: Angel Rabasa and F Stephen Larrabee, 2008, “The Rise of Political Islam in Turkey”,
RAND: National Defense Research Institute, Accessed from
http://www.rand.org/pubs/monographs/2008/RAND_MG726.pdf on February 24, 2012, pp. 46.

Figure 1.2 Parliamentary-Election Performance of the Religious Right in
Turkey
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It appeared that the way AKP addressed itself as a conservative democratic

party that emphasized its agenda on the EU integration process and the economic

reform went better than expected. As a moderate Islamic party that had only

emerged, the AKP successfully made the growing strength of political Islam

became more noticeable in Turkish political life. In November 2002 elections, the

AKP won the elections in a landslide, and it even repeated its success, winning the

elections in 2007 and 2011, creating important changes in Turkish political life. In

November 2002 elections, the AKP won 34 percent of the vote, with 363 out of

541 elected seats in the unicameral Grand National Assembly, leaving every other

party except the CHP shut completely out of that institution. 8 In July 2007

election, it done even better, winning 46.6 percent of the vote, more than twice

that of the CHP, the party representing the Ataturk secular tradition, which came

in second with 20.9 percent of the vote. In 2011 election, it even got 49.8 percent

of the vote, showing that it is still the most popular party in Turkish political life

(Table 1.2). This is an extraordinary achievement for a party that did not exist

before August 2001, and it highlights the degree to which a form of political Islam

has moved out of the political shadows to become a major actor in Turkish

politics.9

8 Ziya Onis and Emin Fuat Keyman, 2003, “A New Path Emerges”, Journal of Democracy: Vol.
14, No. 2, Accessed from Project MUSE on February 24, 2012, pp. 95-107.
9 Angel Rabasa and F Stephen Larrabee, 2008, Op.Cit., pp. 31.
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Table 1.2 Legislative elections: Grand National Assembly of Turkey, 5-year
term, 10% threshold, party-list proportional representation system

Party Ideology, Affiliation 2011 Seats 2007 Seats

Adalet ve Kalkinma
Partisi (AKP)

Justice and
Developement Party

Conservatism; Social
conservatism, Islamic

conservatism
49,8% 327 46,6% 341

Cumhuriyet Halk
Partisi (CHP)

Republican People's
Party

Social democracy; Kemalism
26,0% 135 20,9% 112

Milliyetçi Hareket
Partisi (MHP)

National Movement
Party

Nationalism; Right-wing
extremism 13,0% 53 14,3% 71

Barış ve Demokrasi
Partisi (BDP)

Peace and Democracy
Party (2007: DTP)

Kurdish minority politics;
Social democracy 6,6%

35
5,2%

23

Independents - - 3
Others - 4,6% - 13,0% -
Total - - 550 - 550
Turnout 87,2% 84,3%

SOURCE: Wolfram Nordsieck, 2011, Parties and Elections in Europe (Source: YSK
(http://www.ysk.gov.tr)), Accessed from http://www.parties-and-elections.de/turkey.html, March
23, 2012.

Besides the fact that the secular Turkey can’t completely be separated

from the influence of Islam as its major religion, Turkish political life has always

been connected to the West. Turkey is at the center of American geopolitical

calculations because of its location at the crossroads of the Balkans, eastern

Mediterranean, Caucasus, Central Asia, and Middle East, with its Arab-Israeli
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problems. 10 Turkey is the Middle Eastern country with the longest running

struggle for democratization and with the closest ties with the West via the North

Atlantic Treaty Organization, the Council of Europe, and the European Union.

From the late 1940s into the 1990s, Turkey’s strategic priorities were fairly

consistent. It emphasized its alliance with the West and especially with the United

States. It was thus opposed to radical Arab regimes which were allied with the

Moscow. But after the end of the Cold War in 1990s, Turkish leaders were very

much aware that they needed to find a new orientation.11

Prior to 2002, Turkish foreign policy still focused on its relations with the

West, especially with the US and the European Union, as Turkey was trying so

hard to be get the full membership of the European Union. Turkey gave

importance to the relations with Europe rather than the Middle East. Even there

were historical, religious and cultural links remained behind the demise of the

Ottomans, the modern Turkey preferred not to involve and familiarize itself with

the Middle East.12

Although the end of the World War II created a new atmosphere different

from the past; Turkish foreign policy was still focused on Western affairs and

chose not to involve necessarily to the Middle Eastern affairs. Since the AKP got

its power in November 2002, however, Turkey’s Middle Eastern characteristics

10 Cengiz Candar and Graham E Fuller, 2001, “Grand Geopolitics for a New Turkey”,
Mediterranean Quarterly, Vol. 12, No. 1, Winter 2001, Accessed from Project MUSE on February
27, 2012, pp. 22.
11 Barry Rubin, 2008, “Turkey and The Middle East: An Updated Assessment”, Global Politician,
Accessed from http://www.globalpolitician.com/24041-turkey on December 2, 2011.
12 Tayyar Arı and Ferhat Pirinççi, 2009, Turkey’s New Foreign Policy Towards The Middle East
And The Perceptions In Syria And Lebanon, Journal of Gazi Faculty, Accessed from
http://www.ataum.gazi.edu.tr/e107_files/sayi7/01-Tayyar-Ari-Ferhat-Pirincci.pdf on February 29,
2012, pp. 2.
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have increasingly underlined. Although the AKP defines itself as a conservative

democratic or liberal democratic party with no special reference to religion, its

leaders’ previously close affiliation with various pro-Islamist parties and their

early positions on Middle Eastern affairs can be sensed as Turkey’s reopening to

the Middle East. 13 Turkey began to embrace and develop relationship with its

neighboring Middle Eastern countries like Syria, Iran, Iraq, and Lebanon.

The changing paradigm in Turkish foreign policy especially regarding the

Middle East is also influenced by the Chief Advisor of Turkish Prime Ministry,

Ahmet Davutoglu, the founder of AKP’s foreign policy doctrine. According to

him, Turkey has a quite narrow-minded vision in the 20th century since the

government was not aware of being the successor of Ottoman heritage, and

therefore, couldn’t appreciate Turkey’s potential historical and geopolitical depth.

And the initial condition for appreciating this potential is getting free from

prejudices against the Middle East, and, rising a campaign for economic and

cultural cooperation with the region.

It is almost a decade that the AKP held its power in Turkey’s political life,

a series of events began a rapid improvement in relations between Turkey and the

Arab world—especially the six Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states. Not only

has bilateral trade and investment blossomed, but Ankara and GCC governments

have also fused their approaches toward many foreign policy challenges in the

Middle East. During Turkish Prime Minister Erdogan’s trip to Riyadh in January

2010, he stated that Turkish cooperation with Saudi Arabia was just as important

13 Aysegul Sever, 2007, “Turkey’s Constraining Position on Western Reform Initiatives in the
Middle East”, Mediterranean Quarterly, Vol. 18, No. 4, Accessed from Project MUSE:
http://muse.jhu/edu/journals/med/summary/v018/18.4sever.html on Nov 29, 2011, pp. 131.
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as Turkey’s desire to join the European Union.14. The 2003 event regarding the

attack of the US to Iraq also bring Turkey to a new level of foreign relations as

Turkey didn’t agree to join the US, its ally for a long time, in attacking Iraq.

The change of direction Turkish political life brings attention from the

international world. The changes in the domestic political life of Turkey

especially regarding the ever growing strength of the ruling Islamic-rooted party,

AKP, influences Turkish international relations, especially its relation to the

Middle East. Therefore, this thesis will describe and entitled “The Linkages

between the Dynamics in Turkish Domestic Politics under the AKP towards

Turkish Foreign Policy to the Middle East”.

I.2. Research Problems

For such a long time Turkish identity has been circling around the

Kemalist secularism that has been guarded by the Turkish military (TAF) with the

passive foreign policy to the Middle East. But, the success of the AKP in Turkish

politics creates a new atmosphere in Turkish domestic political life, underlining

the growing strength of one of the internal enemies of the Turkish military, which

is political Islam. And apparently, the dynamics of Turkish domestic politics

didn’t end there. The growing importance of Kurdish nationalism also brought

influence towards the construction of Turkish identity.

Under the AKP, Turkish domestic political life experienced dynamical

14 Sean Foley, 2010, “Turkey’s New Foreign Policy”,Global Politician, Accessed from
http://www.globalpolitician.com/26619-turkey on Nov 29, 2011.
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changes especially regarding the political Islam, the military, and the Kurdish

issue which brought influence towards Turkish relations to its neighbor Middle

Eastern countries. The dynamics brought by the AKP marked the re-creation of

Turkish identity. To analyze this re-creation of Turkish identity under the AKP,

the author conducts a research regarding linkages between the changes in Turkish

domestic politics towards its foreign policy to the Middle East with the focus of

Turkish political dynamics before and after the AKP. There are no certain

limitation of period of analysis but the end of the Cold War and then when the

AKP took power marked the changes in Turkish politics because after the end of

the Cold War, apparently Turkey has to reanalyze its foreign policy behavior

because the structure of the international world changed from bipolarity to

multipolarity that made Turkey can’t only focus on one side, and with the

threatening Kurdish issues in the region along with the Gulf War that put

pressures on Turkey domestically and regionally, Turkey has to start paying

attention to its neighboring Middle Eastern countries.

In regards to the determination of the topic, focus, and period of analysis,

therefore, the research questions are:

1. What are the changes of Turkish domestic political life and how it

affects the re-creation of Turkish identity?

2. How the re-creation of Turkish identity under the AKP influences

Turkish foreign policy towards the Middle East?
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I.3. Research Objectives

Therefore, several objectives of this research are:

1. To see and analyze the changes of Turkish domestic political life and in

what way it affects the re-creation of Turkish identity.

2. To see and understand how the re-creation of Turkish identity under the

AKP influences Turkish foreign policy towards the Middle East.

I.4. Research Contributions

This research is composed and expected to fulfill several contributions to

the writer and its reader in accordance to the research problems and research

objectives.  Several contributions expected from this research are:

1. To provide a deep and comprehensive image for its reader that depicts

the real condition regarding the correlation between the changes in Turkish

domestic political life towards its foreign policy to the Middle East. This

thesis will also try to provide a deep analysis regarding how national

identity and interest, and domestic politics affect the foreign policy of a

country. That a country’s identity can change within the changes of its

domestic political life, which then turn into different actions and behaviors

in how that country relates internationally. This thesis is expected to be a

source of information and reliable reference for future research regarding

the same topic.
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2. To stimulate reader’s interest that there are many elements that

contribute to a country’s behavior in international arena, and the political

culture, religion, and domestic changes are one of them. The reader is

expected to see that politics isn’t just about war and the government,

because even culture, society, and religion had their own impacts towards

country’s behavior.

I.5. The Organization of Thesis

After all the research steps are completely conducted, the thesis will be organized

into five parts:

Chapter I. Introduction

The first chapter of this thesis is an introductory part that describes the

background, research problems, research objectives and contributions/

significance, as well as the organization of thesis.

Chapter II. Analytical Framework

The second chapter of this thesis contains theoretical explanations and several

literatures that are significant to the research. The chapter also contains important

concepts and definition that are relevant to the research topic. The theories that are

used are constructivism and political culture, while the key concepts used are

domestic politics that include party politics, military, and also public opinion.

Islamism, geopolitics, and also foreign policy are other key concepts that would
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be discussed a swell. All of the theoretical concepts stated above are seen as in

fact helpful in answering the questions within this research/ thesis. The theories

will be used as an instrument of analysis making and to formulate answers of the

research questions.

Chapter III. Research Methods

The third chapter primarily discusses about the scope of the research, research

type and method, type and source of data that are going to be used in this research,

the technique of data collecting, as well as the technique used in data analysis.

Chapter IV. Results and Discussion

The fourth chapter contains all of the data and analysis used as to answer all the

research problems in this research. The result of the research and the discussion of

the result will be following the data analysis.

Chapter V. Conclusion and Recommendation

The fifth chapter is the last part of this thesis that contains the conclusion, which

also provides a brief explanation about the result of the research in general as well

as recommendation relevant to the issues being discussed in the thesis.
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