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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter provides the research background, research aims and objectives, 

research background, research contribution, and definitions of the key concepts. 

1.1 Research Background 

Reading plays important roles in human life. It serves as a means to 

obtain up-to-date knowledge and information. Besides, it gives us the pleasure of 

knowing, feeling, acting, learning, or escaping from our own limited world. 

Reading is an important skill and everybody needs to acquire this skill. To do so, 

one needs to build up a habit of reading seriously and efficiently. Generally, 

students should acquire good reading habits in order to enhance their ability to cope 

with their study at school. Students need to read a lot to gain information from any 

outside class sources to improve their knowledge, and not just to rely on the 

teachers’ handouts, textbooks or in-class materials. Students are required to read on 

their own as reading means learning. 

Related to this issue, in many educational institutions, students’ reading 

ability is important. The reading skills have turned out to be a crucial issue at the 

Senior High School level, especially Stella Maris Senior High School since the 

students are given an opportunity to practice their reading ability in the classroom. 

Therefore, the researcher conducted this study. This study attempts to find out the 

relationship between students’ reading comprehension ability, reading habit, 

reading motivation, and their vocabulary mastery. In addition, through this 

research, the reader can know how the condition of students’ reading ability and the 
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vocabulary mastery in reading English text. Therefore, it may become a feedback 

to the English teacher about the condition of his/her students in learning English. 

 

1.2. Statement of the problem 

The study focuses on the relationship between reading comprehension, 

reading habit, motivation, and vocabulary mastery of Senior High School students 

and tries to understand the condition of students’ reading comprehension skill and 

vocabulary mastery in reading English text. 

 

1.3. Research Aim and Objectives 

Based on the research background, it is indicated that there are concerns 

regarding the students’ reading habit and motivation to read English text, not only 

at home but also at school. This study tries to identify the relationship between 

reading habit, reading motivation, reading comprehension, and vocabulary mastery. 

 

1.4. Research Questions 

From the background of the study, the importance of reading ability, 

especially in English, has been discussed. Most people think that reading skill is 

very important in the daily life. Based on that issue, this study is intended to find 

out the relationship between reading habit, motivation, vocabulary mastery, and 

reading comprehension. The research questions which guide this study are: 

1. How is the condition of students’ reading comprehension skill? 

2. How is the condition of students’ vocabulary size? 
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3. How is the relationship between students’ reading habit and reading 

comprehension ability? 

4. How is the relationship between students’ reading motivation and reading 

comprehension skill? 

5. How is the relationship between students’ vocabulary mastery and the reading 

comprehension skill? 

 

1.5. Research Significance 

This research is expected to give effects on both academic and practical 

side. By conducting the research, hopefully it can help the English teachers in 

improving the students’ reading skill and vocabulary mastery. Furthermore, this 

research is aimed to provide for the teachers of Stella Maris School, information 

about the condition of the students reading comprehension skill and vocabulary 

mastery. Thus, it can be a feedback for them, especially in reading class. This study 

is also expected to be a reference for readers, particularly for those who are 

interested in conducting further research on the same subject. 

This study also contributes to the improvement of Reading class in Pelita 

Harapan University (UPH). The writer hopes readers, especially the students of 

Pelita Harapan University can gain new knowledge after reading this study. 

 

1.6. Definitions of the Key Concepts 

Reading habit is how often, how much, and what the readers read (Shen 

2006, Annamalai and Muniandy 2013 as cited in Wahyudi 2015, 95) in 

which there are automatic and unconscious processes in constructing 



     

4 

 

meaning from text (Zwiers 2004, 3), that is i.e. help to get knowledge and 

wisdom and also spend leisure time (Patel & Jain 2008, 114). 

 

Reading comprehension means the process of extracting and constructing 

meaning that happens at the same time through interaction and connection 

with written language (RAND Reading Study Group 2002 as cited in 

Kwiatkowska-White 2012, 3), then convert it into a meaninful idea (Hoover 

& Gough 1990 as cited in Yee 2010, 4). 

 

Motivation is the values, beliefs, and behaviors during individual activity 

(Cambria and Guthrie 2010, 16), which have goals (Schunk, Pintrich & 

Meece, 2008, as cited in Jeriffe 2013, 22) and function as a starter engine to 

run learning process (Cheng & Dornyei 2007, as cited in Medina 2013, 91). 

 

Vocabulary means a knowledge about words and word meanings (Hiebert 

& Kamil 2005, 3), that is used in oral and print language (Hanson & Padua 

2011, 5) and plays an important  role in gaining a language (Cameron 2001 

as cited in Alqahtani 2015, 22). 

 

1.7. Thesis Overview 

The following is a brief account of the rest of the contents of this thesis 

contents. Chapter 1 gives overviews of the thesis and research project, and includes 

a list of important definitions used throughout the thesis. It is also provides the aims 

of the research, the research significance and research questions.  
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Chapter 2 discusses fundamental concepts about reading 

comprehension. It gives some backgrounds and theories related to the reading 

comprehension. It provides factors that influence people’s reading comprehension, 

and strategies that are used when doing reading comprehension. Furthermore, it 

describes reading habit and its component. Additionally, it explains the motivation 

theories and reading motivation theory. Moreover, this chapter describes 

vocabulary mastering, and factors that can influence reading comprehension. 

Chapter 3 introduces quantitative research. The type of this study is 

quantitative. Then, it goes with a study of the curriculum in English subject that is 

encountered by the students in Senior High School level in learning reading 

comprehension. Furthermore, it explains the formalization details of data types and 

data collection. The same chapter, also provides some of the previous researches 

which are relevant to this research. 

Chapter 4 describes detailed results from a preliminary investigation 

which took place before the main research. Moreover, it presents and analyses the 

quantitative data collected from questionnaires and vocabulary test. Besides, the 

data collected are reported in quantitative evidence which is represented in the 

experimental approach. 

The final conclusions, including detailed summaries of the research and 

analysis of results, are presented in chapter 5, together with reflections on the 

limitations, conclusion of the research, and leading to avenues for future research 

and development. 

 




