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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In this chapter, the researcher will describe what the background of the 

research conducted is. The illustration of the research will be structured into seven 

stages, namely the background of the study, statement of the problem, the scope 

of the study, research questions, objectives of the study, the benefits of the study, 

definition of terms, and the thesis overview. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Kindergarten level one is the first phase for kindergarten students of 

Sekolah Mentari to learn to read. The ability to read is continuation steps in 

learning English language that has been planned and structured in Sekolah 

Mentari curriculum. Stages of reading that they will go through are recognizing or 

identifying letter sounds, letters, and forming letters to build or forming CVC 

(consonant, vocal, consonant) words. To be able to read the students need to have 

knowledge of language as stated by McGee (2005, 44), the studies (Snow, Burns, 

& Griffin, 1998) have discovered that kindergarteners need to have knowledge in 

five foundational areas of literacy development. They must have: (1) alphabet 

knowledge, (2) phonological and phonemic awareness, (3) understanding of letter-

sound relationships and the alphabetic principle, (4) concept about print and 

books, and (5) oral comprehension and vocabulary.  

Harrison and Thomas Oaklan (2008, 102) as cited in Valletutti et al. (1996) stated 

that the primary goals for preschool age children include the acquisition of certain 
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pre-reading skills: alphabet recognition (e.g., recognition letters in the students‟ 

own name), receptive vocabulary (e.g., points to pictures in a book on request) 

and knowledge of nursery rhymes. Therefore, knowledge of letters, sounds, and 

vocabulary are basic knowledge for kindergarteners one to support them to be 

able to read. By having the knowledge, students are expected to be able to 

overcome several obstacles to learn to read.  

In the curriculum of Mentari preschool, kindergarten one students are 

required to have a strong phonemic awareness as one step for their reading 

readiness. Jurenka, 2005 as cited in Snow, Burns, & Griffin, 199; Cunningham, 

Cunningham, Hoffman, & Yopp (1998) Research has shown that developing 

phonemic awareness is a critical component in instructional programs for 

emergent readers.  Those capabilities are a requirement that is necessary for 

kindergartener‟s one students to be able to follow the reading activities well in the 

level of kindergarten two. 

Mentari pre-school Grand Surya (PSGS) uses the Montessori method to 

facilitate the learning proses. Mentari preschool believes that the Montessori is an 

appropriate method that enables each child to develop his/her potential. The 

environment is prepared and proper equipment is provided to encourage children 

to carry out the activities at different stages of their development. Montessori 

(1965) as cited in McGee (2005) developed guidelines for creating a carefully 

prepared classroom environment that promotes independent learning, and she 

recommended that every material in the environment have a specific learning 

objective. The environment certainly remains to be fun, exciting, and challenging 

for children to explore and express his/her interests. Wilt (2012, 27) stated that 
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kindergarten was designed to be a place for the promotion of readiness. The 

criteria are security, happiness, activity, balance, imaginative expression, 

sociability, and fun. Based on the criteria that kindergarten school should provide 

appropriate environment to foster their learning, Sekolah Mentari considered that 

using Montessori method is the right choice.  

The use of Montessori method has been carried out for eight years by 

Sekolah Mentari Grand Surya. The researcher became interested to examine and 

investigate further certain parts of Montessori that are used to facilitate students‟ 

phonemic awareness and reading readiness. The Montessori materials that became 

the focus of the research to facilitate students‟ phonemic awareness and reading 

readiness are large movable alphabet (LMA) and Pink Series. 

LMA is made of a wooden box containing different compartments and 

each compartment has a quantity of a particular letter of the alphabet. Pink Series 

focus on words with three individual sounds (consonant-vowel-consonant). The 

use of LMA is commonly paired with the Pink Series. Children learn how to build 

words using LMA and Pink Series. For the researcher, the application of LMA 

and pink series box in the learning process is something new as the level 

kindergarten one is also new level for the researcher in Sekolah Mentari. 

However, those materials look interesting and fun for students to be applied. 

Large letters that can be touched, felt, and removed as well as concrete objects 

that are provided in Montessori classroom is a considerable materials that can 

attract students‟ interest to give more attention to the delivered lesson. Thus, the 

researcher was interested to know how effective the LMA and pink series of the 

Montessori are to facilitate kindergarten students' phonemic awareness and 



4 

 

reading readiness. The researcher was motivated to illustrate the use of the LMA 

and pink series of Montessori as tools that facilitate students‟ phonemic awareness 

and reading readiness into her research. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Being able to identify letter sounds and read CVC words are some of the 

goals that Mentari kindergartener‟s one should be achieved. As a school that uses 

the Montessori method to support and facilitate the teaching and learning process, 

the proper materials are provided in Montessori for each subject learned. LMA 

and pink series are some of Montessori material that is used to facilitate students 

in learning language. Using LMA, young children are able to build words based 

on their phonic knowledge of letter stated by Isaacs (2013, 84).  

Learning English in the beginning of the semester one, the students were 

exposed to the English letter sounds and its corresponding pictures. When the 

teacher said a word, students were asked to identify the sound of the word that 

sounded out. Students are also expected to be able to identify the initial sound of 

the each picture shown. This section is a repetition and reinforcement for students 

in kindergarten one. With strong ability to identify letter sounds will greatly help 

students in forming CVC words as a step of students‟ reading readiness. 

However, through researcher observation as a teacher, students' ability to identify 

sounds of the letters in the word was still weak. Students were still having 

difficulties to identify the sounds and seem more on guessing. Moreover, there are 

three students who recently joined the kindergarten one. One of these students was 

from school that used Indonesian language as the language of instruction. 
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Having strong ability of phonemic awareness will help students to learn to 

read. Phonemic awareness and reading awareness of kindergarten level one 

students need to be developed as they are some goals that students should be 

achieved at the end of semester two. Based on the situation above, researcher 

needs to conduct a research to develop their ability using the Montessori 

materials. Researcher needs to conduct intensive learning to develop students‟ 

phonemic awareness and reading readiness. 

In order to facilitate the students' phonetic awareness and reading 

readiness, the researcher was using LMA and pink series of Montessori in 

conducting the learning process. By using the LMA and pink series, the researcher 

expected that the students‟ phonemic awareness and reading readiness could be 

improved better and researcher could see what factors that might be encountered 

during the process.  

 

1.3 Scope of Study 

LMA and pink series of Montessori were used to investigate how these 

materials can be applied and how they facilitated the students‟ phonetic awareness 

and reading readiness.  

 

1.4 Research Questions 

Based on the background of the study and problems faced during the 

learning process, the researcher has identified and formulated some research 

questions: 
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1) Do the LMA and pink series of Montessori improve the students‟ 

phonemic awareness? 

2) Do the LMA and pink series of Montessori facilitate the reading 

readiness? 

3) What factors influence the students‟ phonemic awareness and reading 

readiness using LMA and pink series? 

 

1.5 Objectives of the Study 

In accordance with the problems that researcher wanted to answer, and 

then the purposes of this study are as follows: 

1) To find out whether LMA and pink series of Montessori improve and 

develop the students‟ phonetic awareness. 

2) To describe and investigate how LMA and pink series of Montessori 

facilitate students‟ reading readiness. 

3) To find out the factors influence the students‟ learning of the phonemes 

awareness and reading readiness using LMA and pink series.  

 

1.6 Benefits of the Study 

This research is expected to be beneficial: 

1) For the researcher 



7 

 

The Researcher acquires new knowledge and experiences in the implementation 

of the Montessori material as facilitating students‟ phonemic awareness and 

reading readiness. Researchers can see what the problems that might be faced by 

students and by the researcher as the conductor during the learning process. 

2) For teachers 

LMA and pink series of Montessori can provide new knowledge for teachers who 

are not familiar with Montessori and know how to use these materials to facilitate 

them in the teaching leaning proses. 

3) For parents 

This study gives an overview of how the LMA and pink series facilitate students 

in learning and may be taken into parents‟ consideration to choose an appropriate 

school based on their children‟s needs. Furthermore, it also can help parents to 

apply and follow up these activities at home to help with students' ability in 

learning. 

4) For students 

LMA and pink series of Montessori are an attractive medium for students to be 

involved in the learning process. Students get another experience in using various 

Montessori materials as their learning activities.  

 

1.7 Definitions of Terms 

1) Phonemic awareness 

Phonemic awareness is one component of phonological awareness. It is the ability 

to hear, to identify, and to manipulate sounds in spoken language. It refers to 
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specific understanding that spoken words are made up of individual phonemes 

stated by Cohen (2011, 358). 

2) Reading readiness 

Reading readiness is the knowledge that students needed to prepare for reading 

experience as well as the preparation that schools made to accommodate students 

who entered kindergarten (Daley, 2010). 

3) Large moveable alphabet (LMA) 

The large moveable alphabet is a material of Montessori, made of wooden box 

containing different compartments. Each compartment has a quantity of a 

particular letter of the alphabet. The vowels are in blue, the consonants in pink or 

red. 

4) Pink series 

Pink series is a material of Montessori that focuses on words with three individual 

sounds (http://www.montessorihelper.com/). 

 

5) Montessori  

Montessori was named after a real person, Doctor Maria Montessori who was the 

founder and pioneer of the Montessori method. Maria Montessori believed that 

children‟s senses had to be trained and thus created materials and activities to train 

the sense (Hertzog, 2008, 122). 

 

 

 

 

http://www.montessorihelper.com/
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1.8 Thesis Overview 

The research outlined in this thesis will be divided into five chapters. The 

first chapter describes what the research background is, shows what the questions 

of the research are and to whom the research can be beneficial and useful.  

The second chapter provides the theories and literature that supporting this 

research. In this chapter, it will describe what phonemic awareness and reading 

readiness are. Montessori method along with the materials will also be discussed 

as the facilitating students‟ phonemic awareness and reading readiness.  

The third chapter discusses the methods conducted by researcher in the 

research. Tells where research is conducted, when and who the subject of the 

research is. In this chapter also will describe the research conducted procedure. 

Data collection and analysis of data will also be explained in detail in this chapter. 

The fourth chapter describes in detail how the research is conducted. The 

application of LMA material and pink series of Montessori that facilitate students‟ 

phonemic awareness and reading readiness will be clearly defined. Stages of 

action research conducted in this study will also be described in detail. 

The fifth chapter is the last chapter of the research in this thesis. In this 

chapter, the researcher will explain what the results of the study are and its 

conclusions. Some suggestion and benefits of this research will also be presented. 

 

 

 

 

 




