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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1. Background of the Study 

As an educational institution, school is a place where students learn and 

understand new things which develop them academically, spiritually and socially. 

One purpose of the learning process is to equip students with different skills 

preparing them to adapt to their surroundings in reaching success and survival in 

their life (Hergenhahn and Olson 2008, 11). Learning happens inside and outside 

of the classroom through various interactions and processes experienced by the 

students. There are many definitions of learning, but overall, learning can be seen 

as a process which results in a relatively permanent change in the behaviour of the 

students. Learning is not the sole cause of behavioural change; progressively 

exposing students to different experiences may help them learn to respond 

appropriately toward their needs.  

How do we know that the students have learnt academically in class? One 

of the indicators for students’ learning process can be seen from their academic 

report which includes information communicating their academic achievement 

(Brady and Kennedy 2005, 98). From their academic achievement, we would be 

able to see how well the students perform in the class. Students’ academic 

achievement is also important as predictor in continuing their education. In related 

to the higher education context, universities will look more on the students’ 

academic achievements in their admission process. The parents also look to their 
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children’s academic achievement in class as one indicator on how they learn at 

school. This can be seen on the parent-teachers conference which is held every term 

after the report card is distributed.  

Looking at the trend happening in Biology class, as the grade level 

increases, the academic achievement of the students is decreasing. This is indicated 

from the average of the assessment results from grade 9-10 students (average 

67.23%), compared to grade 11-12 students (average 55.94%). The decrease is quite 

significant and this may impact the students’ application to their desired 

universities. Therefore, looking at this condition, the student’s academic 

achievement will be the focus of this study.  

There are many factors which may affect students’ academic achievement 

in the classroom. One factor which may influence the students’ academic 

achievement is from their home. Brady and Kennedy (2005, 5) mentioned how 

students’ academic achievement is influenced by their parents as they are the 

ultimate stake and hold the natural interest in the progress of their children at school.  

Having the foundation in the Bible, the school where this study was 

conducted believes that home is the first place where students are supposed to learn 

from parents, who have received the mandate from God, as the main educator for 

the children. The Bible also mentioned clearly how parents are appointed by God 

to teach and lead their children in the way of the Lord (Ephesians 6:4, Proverbs 

22:6). This way, we could see how parental involvement is very important to the 

learning process of the students, which leads to their academic achievement in class. 

The very same reason also shows how parents are greatly encouraged to take part 

in the learning process of their children at home, instead of just burdening their 
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children with high academic achievement. The trend here is that the parents will 

look for tutor which can help their children in studying. By doing this, they feel that 

have fulfilled their task in supporting their children learning at school, even though 

it is not the meaningful parental involvement in the students’ learning process. 

Secondly, the students also play an important role in their own success. 

There are so many variables coming from the students which may affect their 

academic achievement in school. God has created everyone uniquely according to 

His image, which is reflected by the students’ unique strengths in different areas. 

So the students’ realisation and belief in their capacity in a specific subject might 

affect their academic achievement in that subject. This conception of belief that one 

can be success in a situation and produce a specific achievement is called as self-

efficacy (Santrock 2011, 236).  

Self-efficacy will be investigated as the second variable which influence the 

students’ achievement in the classroom. Students’ self-efficacy are formed based 

on their past experience. Achievement and failures in the past will have a great 

effect in their current state of self-efficacy in a certain which will influence their 

choice on their action in the classroom (Sharma & Nasa 2014, 57).  The explanation 

above suggests that self-efficacy may affect the students’ willingness to involve in 

the learning process in class, which will affect their achievement.  

There are two level of Biology classes offered at SPH Kemang Village, 

Standard Level and Higher Level. In Standard Level (SL) class, most students are 

not going to take Science academic pathway in their future.  Some of them take 

Biology Standard Level (SL) class to avoid other science subjects which they 

presume as harder subjects. The students also assume that they are not good in 
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learning science subjects, including Biology, because of their previous years’ 

experience in their Biology class and also from non-classroom conversations with 

some students. There are even students who regularly state that they do not learn 

Biology well, which indicates their low self-efficacy.  

 A different behaviour shown by the students of lower grade level (grade 9 

& 10) who take Cambridge IGCSE curriculum. They cannot choose the science 

subject that they take yet; they have to take Biology, Chemistry and Physics subject. 

Many of the students show enthusiasm in learning Biology because they can relate 

their experiments with their own lives. Besides that, the content they have to learn 

is not as difficult as IB Curriculum requirement, therefore majority of the students 

are able to perform well in Biology class. They also see Biology as an easier subject 

to learn compared to Physics and Chemistry. Therefore, they see themselves 

capable in learning Biology better than other science subjects. Because of this 

perspective, they are more engaged and show more effort compared to the higher 

grade levels, which then affect their academic achievement. This is why varying 

self-efficacy level of the students across the grade levels became one of the focus 

in this study. 

 As a Christian School which believes in holistic education, SPH aims to 

develop students in various aspects, including the emotional development of the 

students. Emotional intelligence, as one measure of the students’ emotional 

development, is described by Mayer and Salovey as a range of abilities to perceive, 

use, understand and regulate emotions within and on other people (Côté & Miners 

2006, 1). The emergence of the topic about emotional intelligence raised the 

awareness of success of students seen from a different perspective. Côté and Miners 
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(2006, 1) also suggested how emotional intelligence now can be seen as one 

determinant of success. In relation to classroom learning, emotional intelligence of 

the students may affect students’ behaviour during instruction time. Jordan and 

Métais (2000, 1) explained how classroom disruption can be caused by students 

lacking of emotional intelligence and affect the teaching and learning process in 

class. This might lead to their performance and achievement in class. Many 

researches also showed how students lacking in emotional intelligence have 

concerning academic achievement despite of having academic ability and good 

literacy skill (Jordan & Métais 2000, 1).  

As an international school, the students of SPH Kemang Village came from 

various background and cultures. There are a lot of international students who came 

from different countries and stay at Indonesia for a short period of time (2-4 years). 

Coming from different cultural backgrounds also affect the parenting style at home 

which may shape different aspect of emotional intelligence as well. This really 

broaden the diversity of emotional intelligence level of the students in the 

classroom, which at the end, influence their academic achievement. This is why 

students’ emotional intelligence is seen important as one variable investigated in 

this study.  

1.2. Problem Identification 

Looking from the background of the aforementioned study, there are some 

problems identified in the classroom practice relating to students’ academic 

achievement. The identified problems are: 

1) Students’ academic achievement is one important indicator of how 

students learn in class. 
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2) Parental support at home encourages students understanding to the 

importance of learning at school. 

3) Parental involvement towards students’ learning at home may shape 

students’ performance at school, hence influencing their academic 

achievement in class. 

4) Students’ self-efficacy is shaped based on their past experiences in 

learning Biology and it might influence their current action and 

engagement in Biology class, which affect their academic achievement. 

5) Different curriculum requirement may affect the students’ self-efficacy 

in learning Biology and affect their academic achievement in class. 

6) Students came from different backgrounds and cultures have different 

level of emotional intelligence based on their interaction with others. 

7) Emotional intelligence is one integral part of the students which affect 

their awareness of themselves and of others. 

8) Emotional intelligence of the students affect their behaviour in class 

that relate to their academic achievement. 

1.3. Problem Limitation 

Based on the background information and problems identification, this 

study focused to identify the effect of parental involvement, students’ self-efficacy 

and students’ emotional intelligence to the students’ academic achievement in 

Biology class at Sekolah Pelita Harapan Kemang Village, Jakarta. 
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1.4. Research Question 

In this study, the effect of parental involvement, students’ self-efficacy and 

students’ emotional intelligence to their academic achievement in Biology class at 

SPH Kemang Village will be analysed. Therefore, the research questions 

formulated are: 

1) Does parental involvement positively affect students’ academic 

achievement in Biology class? 

2) Does students’ self-efficacy positively affect students’ academic 

achievement in Biology class? 

3) Does students’ emotional intelligence positively affect students’ 

academic achievement in Biology class? 

1.5. Purpose of the Study 

Therefore, the purpose of this study is: 

1) To analyse the effect of parental involvement to students’ academic 

achievement in Biology class. 

2) To analyse the effect of students’ self-efficacy to students’ academic 

achievement in Biology class. 

3) To analyse the effect of students’ emotional intelligence to students’ 

academic achievement in Biology class. 

1.6. Benefit of the Study 

The benefit of the study can be seen from different perspectives as follow: 

1) For SPH Kemang Village, as an organisational resource to understand 

how the parental involvement, students’ self-efficacy and students’ 
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emotional intelligence affect the students’ academic achievement in 

Biology class. Thus, teachers and school management might practice 

specific methodologies to affect the students’ academic achievement 

based on the important factors concluded on this study. 

2) For parents of SPH Kemang Village, to realise the importance of their 

involvement at home to their children academic achievement so they 

can balance their expectation and their actual support for the children at 

home. 

3) For researchers, as an empirical study of academic achievement, 

especially in relation to parental involvement, self-efficacy and 

emotional intelligence. 

 1.7. Systematic Overview 

This study composition is based on the following writing system as follow: 

Chapter I consists of the background information and reasons why this study is 

conducted. Then the problems are identified based on the background information. 

The limitations are set based on the problems identified for the study and formulated 

into three research questions. At the end of chapter I, the benefit of the study is 

described, followed by the systematic overview of the study. 

Chapter II consists of the literature review of the study based on various 

academic resources. The researcher explain the definition of the variables used in 

this study and its characteristics. The recent previous studies related to this study is 

discussed afterwards to support and show the relevance of this study nowadays. 

Then at the end of chapter II the conceptual framework of the study is pictured and 

the research hypotheses are described.  
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Chapter III consists of the research method used in this study. Begins with 

the research design, the outline of the research method is described. Then follows 

the place, time and subject of this study. Afterward, the population and research 

procedures are explained. The data collection technique and the design of the 

instrument is also explained in this chapter. Detailed data analysis is discussed 

following the instrument design and this chapter is ended with the hypotheses 

proposed and the research model of this study. 

Chapter IV consists of the exposition of the data analysis and the 

interpretation of the results from the study conducted. In this chapter, the effect of 

each independent variable to the dependent variable is discussed based on the data 

processed and theories researched. 

Chapter V consists of the conclusions of the study which answer the 

research questions based on the hypotheses tested. Then the implication of the 

finding is explained and used as the basis of the suggestions given. Chapter V will 

be the closing chapter of this study. 

  




