TABLE OF CONTENTS

0 D . N i
FINAL ASSIGNMENT AND UPLOAD AGREEMENT.......cccoovveeicensnnreccssnnns ii
THESIS ADVISOR APPROVAL......cucociiviiiiisnnncnensnnsanssissessissesssssassssssssssssonces iii
EXAMINATION BOARD APPROVAL ......cccceerursennnnssiisstssanssassessssssasssassasssas iv
ABSTRAGIESESEER, . ....oovocs10pamustmmm00 iy o osoovesssssss s AMUMING oo s ssssssssossessasse v
ABSTRAKGRESSMGIREINN ...........c.ovennrenireriecsssossossossoscs BUs0000eh a0t slsh oo tioconssassnsaacee vi
PREHACE. Sl .........ccocencensensonsossonssnpiiNIRIBREUANEY. . vooo ot oooeoeeos vii
TABLE OF CONTENTESZIL....................... ilscctectsessssssssssrssbaisasdossccscssssoeotheossesses X
LIST OF FIGDIZEESERENEN. ................ (e S OO OO ). B oo 00000000y oo xii
LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS........ccccttsuisumsnnsansacsosssnsssssnssasssesassassassssssssssssssonsas xiii
BISLIOFA PPENDESESER.................... GGG . ............. fettsssssodeesll. xiv
CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION......cccceienuesussussonsussansasncssesessessessassassassscsssssssnesns 1
Iil-Bacléround......SUEE_. ... ko SRR .......00ooo00000 dl80stnease ottt ssnes 1
1.2 ReSearch QUESTIONS ......cieeeiieeeeccsssssnneeseeecessssssnnsssssecesssssssasssssesssssssssnnasssssees 7
18 RESEATCHLODJECTIVES covvveeornseorste [UNIIIRIIRIIEEL oo oo s TOPTRIMLFs oo sasassnsnsalBsscseseses 7
1.4'Research Significanmce .. o0, 4 . (Fte G Mt “UiEmnanittresspeonsssstusssntiocersscsoreses 8
1.5 StRECtUrC- o WFTARZ . .ot K o L i RRRREIIR o S/ cior0nsnensssnatitssscsorenssoranss 8
CHAPTER II THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKU.........ccccoeeetiirnrnnriccssrnnrecssnnn 10
2.1 Literature REYICW..ccrmmrimciveeaimrsiispistosssssssstiitecceessessesssssssssssesssssssse 10
2.1.1 The Influence of Religion and Faith in Policymaking......................... 10
2.1.2 Interfaith Dialogue as a Tool of Peace-building .............cccceevveriennenn. 14
2.1.3 Perceptions of Nuclear Use in the United States and Iran................... 17

2.2. Theory and CONCePL........ccevveecccrrcssnicsssricsssnssssssessssessssssssssssssssssssssssssses 20
2.2.1 CONSLIUCHIVISITL ..ieniiieniieeiieeiieeiieeteeeteeteesteesbeesereeseeseseenseessseenseesnsaans 20
2.2.2 Latent ContliCt .....occvieriiiiiieiieeie ettt 23
2.2.3 Interfaith DIialoUe ........cccuieiiieiiieiieeieeeee e 24
2.2.4 Peace-DUilding........c.coeiieiiiiiieiiieiieee ettt 26
2.2.5 War Of Id@aS ....cccueeiiiieiieeie ettt e 28
2.2.6 Identity and ACHION........cccuieiiieriieiieeie ettt ettt e e e ens 30
CHAPTER III METHODOLOGY .uucciciinnnnriccsssansecssssassesssssasssssssssssssssssssasssssans 33



3.1 Research ApPproach.......eecccceicnseicnseicssnnissssncssssnesssnessssncsssssssssessssses 33

3.2 Research Method..........eeiecnuinnseensennsnecsenssensnecssnecsnenssaesssecsssecssenes 34
33 Data Collection TeChNIQUE ......cccuerervuerercnercssnnicssnercsssnncssssecssssessssesnns 35
34 Data Analysis TeChnique ........ccoceeerveiesceicssneicssnnicssnnicssnnscsssnscssssecnns 36
CHAPTER IV ANALYSIS.uiitintinnienninsnicnecssnecssessssesssessssessssssssssssesssssessases 38
4.1 The Process of Interfaith Dialogue in Addressing Nuclear Conflict
Between the United States and IFan ........coeeeneecnneiiseensecssesesnenssnessnecsssecsaenes 38
4.1.1 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) and the
Supreme Council of the Society of Seminary Teachers of Qom .................. 39

4.1.2 Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) and Imam Khomeini Education
and Research Institute (IKERT) with Iranian Red Crescent Society (IRCS) 48
4.1.3 Washington National Cathedral and Former President Mohammad

QTG PN 000 15 cincacacacoc TTUUUVUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUROUOORO /o . K. SSNONONONO 54
4.2 The Role of Interfaith Dialogue in Addressing Nuclear Conflict
Between the United States and IFam ......cceeeeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeeeneesssocssesesssssesssssssesesses 62
4.2.1 Prevent the Escalation of ConfliCt...........cooovviiiiiiitiiiiiieia 62
4.2.2 Facilitate Conflict Transformation............ooevvvieeiieiiiieiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee 69
4.3 The Limitations of Interfaith Dialogue in Addressing Nuclear Conflict
in the United StatesS ANd IFA .....eeueeeeiceeeeeeeeeneeessecssessssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssses 79
4.3.1 Requires a Lengthy Process to Achieve Results..........ccccocevciienieninnn. 79
4.3.2 Requires Prominent Figures/InStitutions....ceeveeeveerieenieeieesiieeseesiieens 80
4.3.3 Misused to Pursue Political Agenda .......ccccceevieiiiiniiiniiiiieiiieiieene 83
4.3.4 Lack of Peace JournaliSIm. it oo oo ie e 85
CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION.....cccoeeceeeeeereneee 88
5. JRCONCIISION. ...... s ververrrmgzeatoe £ 5ress o e ey o TP IIITEE e sl st oessensssansiosstibeseoosces 88
5.2 RecomMeENUation= worreasree s ket Ml . B o o T iuusttt v (/i bonsssssssseatitessrsseoosses 89
BIBLIO G R AP . e miirereeeeeererosiitimsomsess eaiiTovessisvesdi £o4 fifasasasasasasasttosssesssessreserese 92
APPENDICES

Xi



