
ix 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

TITLE PAGE ......................................................................................................... I 

FINAL ASSIGNMENT STATEMENT AND UPLOAD AGREEMENT ...... II 

THESIS ADVISOR APPROVAL ...................................................................... III 

EXAMINATION BOARD APPROVAL .......................................................... IV 

ABSTRACT ........................................................................................................... V 

ABSTRAK ............................................................................................................. VI 

PREFACE .......................................................................................................... VII 

TABLE OF CONTENTS .................................................................................... IX 

LIST OF FIGURES ............................................................................................ XI 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS .......................................................................... XII 

LIST OF APPENDICES.................................................................................. XIII 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION .......................................................................... 1 

1.1 Background .................................................................................................. 1 

1.2 Research Question ........................................................................................ 6 

1.3 Research Objective....................................................................................... 6 

1.4 Research Significance .................................................................................. 7 

CHAPTER II THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK ............................................. 8 

2.1 Literature Review ......................................................................................... 8 

2.1.1 Understanding Asian Tigers’ (Specifically South Korea) Philosophy ..... 8 



x 
 

2.1.2 South Korea’s Development Strategy During Park Chung Hee’s 

Administration ................................................................................................... 11 

2.1.3 World’s Perception on the Success of South Korea’s Economy ............ 14 

2.2 Theoretical and Conceptual Framework .................................................... 16 

2.2.1 The Relevance of Constructivism in South Korea’s Political Culture ... 17 

2.2.2 How Identity Is Key to Understand Actor’s Behavior in Economic 

Development...................................................................................................... 21 

2.2.3 Social Norms and Values in the Society ................................................ 24 

2.2.4 Economic Constructivism and Economy Development Strategy .......... 27 

CHAPTER III METHODOLOGY ................................................................... 30 

3.1 Research Approach .................................................................................... 30 

3.2 Research Method ........................................................................................ 31 

3.3 Data Collection Technique ......................................................................... 31 

3.4 Data Analysis Technique ........................................................................... 32 

CHAPTER IV ANALYSIS................................................................................. 33 

4.1 Confucianism as South Korea’s National Identity as Social Knowledge .. 33 

4.1.1 Confucianism in South Korea ................................................................ 33 

4.1.2 South Korea’s National Identity ............................................................. 39 

4.1.3 South Korea’s Confucian Capitalism of Park Chung Hee ..................... 44 

4.2 Confucianism and South Korea’s National Interest ................................... 48 

4.2.1 The Role of Confucianism in the Formulation of South Korea’s 

Economic Development Strategy ...................................................................... 49 

4.2.2 Saemaul Undong and Confucianism as Its Roots................................... 52 

4.2.3 Confucianism’s Contribution Towards the Success of South Korea’s 

Economy ............................................................................................................ 57 

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION ........................................................................... 62 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ............................................................................................... 67 

 

APPENDICES 

 



xi 
 

LIST OF FIGURES 

 

Figure 4.2.2.1 Role of Government in Saemaul Undong Movement. .................. 54 

Figure 4.2.3.1 South Korea’s and World’s GDP per Capita at Current Prices. .... 59 

 

 

  



xii 
 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 

A.D. : Anno Domini (in the year of Lord) 

CEO : Chief Executive Officer 

G20 : Group of Twenty 

GDP : Gross Domestic Product 

ICT : Information Communication Technology 

IMF : International Monetary Fund 

IR : International Relations 

KOICA : Korea International Cooperation Agency 

NIEs : Newly Industrializing Economies 

OECD : Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 

PPP : Public-Private Partnership 

R&D : Research and Development 

SK : South Korea 

UN : United Nations 

UNDP : United Nations Development Programme 

UNESCO : United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 

Organization 

US : United States 

USD : United States Dollar 

 

 

 



xiii 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

 

APPENDICES A 

Thesis Monitoring Form .....................................................................................A-1 

APPENDICES B 

Curriculum Vitae .................................................................................................B-1 

APPENDICES C 

Originality Report ...............................................................................................C-1


