
ix 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

TITLE PAGE ......................................................................................................... i 

FINAL ASSIGNMENT STATEMENT AND UPLOAD AGREEMENT ....... ii 

THESIS ADVISOR APPROVAL ....................................................................... iii 

EXAMINATION BOARD APPROVAL ........................................................... iv 

ABSTRACT ........................................................................................................... v 

ABSTRAK ............................................................................................................ vi 

PREFACE ............................................................................................................ vii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ..................................................................................... ix 

LIST OF FIGURES ............................................................................................. xi 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS ............................................................................ xii 

LIST OF APPENDICES ................................................................................... xiii 

CHAPTER I  INTRODUCTION ......................................................................... 1 

1.1 Background .............................................................................................. 1 

1.2 Research Question .................................................................................... 6 

1.3 Research Objective ................................................................................... 7 

1.4 Research Significance .............................................................................. 7 

1.5 Structure of Writing .................................................................................. 8 

CHAPTER II  THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK ............................................ 9 

2.1 Literature Review ..................................................................................... 9 

2.1.1 Understanding Regionalism .............................................................. 9 

2.1.2  Contemporary European Union ...................................................... 11 

2.1.3 Polish Domestic Politics ................................................................. 13 

2.2  Theory and Concept ............................................................................... 15 

2.2.1 Neoclassical Realism ...................................................................... 15 

2.2.2 Sovereignty ..................................................................................... 18 

2.2.3 State-Level Analysis ....................................................................... 21 

2.2.4 Ethnonationalism ............................................................................ 22 

2.2.5 Subjective Assessment .................................................................... 24 

CHAPTER III  METHODOLOGY .................................................................. 26 

3.1 Research Approach ................................................................................. 26 



x 
 

3.2 Research Method .................................................................................... 27 

3.3 Data Collection Technique ..................................................................... 27 

3.4 Data Analysis Technique ........................................................................ 28 

CHAPTER IV  ANALYSIS................................................................................ 30 

4.1 The Dynamics of Polish Domestic Politics ............................................ 30 

4.1.1 Poland’s Integration to the European Union ................................... 34 

4.1.2 The Rise of Prawo i Sprawiedliwość/PiS (Law and Justice Party) . 38 

4.1.3 Constitutional Tribunal Reform under President Andrzej Duda..... 42 

4.2 The European Union’s Response to the Polish Constitutional Tribunal  

Reform ............................................................................................................... 49 

4.2.1 Hungary’s Support for Poland in the European Union ................... 58 

CHAPTER V  CONCLUSION .......................................................................... 61 

5.1 Conclusion .............................................................................................. 61 

5.2 Recommendation .................................................................................... 63 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ............................................................................................... 64 

APPENDICES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xi 
 

LIST OF FIGURES 

4.1.1. Polish Domestic Politics Timeline .............................................................. 30 

4.2.1. The European Union’s Rule of Law Framework Timeline ........................ 49 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xii 
 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 

CJEU  : Court of Justice of the European Union 

EBSCO : Research Database 

ECR  : European Conservatives and Reformists 

EU  : European Union 

IGO  : Intergovernmental Organization 

JSTOR  : Journal Storage 

LPR  : Liga Polskich Rodzin/League of Polish Families 

MP  : Member Parliament  

PC  : Porozumienie Centrum/Centre Agreement 

PiS  : Prawo i Sprawiedliwość/Law and Justice 

PO  : Platforma Obywatelska/Civic Platform 

PSL  : Polskie Stonnictwo Ludowe/Polish People's Party 

SRP  : Samoobrona Rzeczpospolitej Polskiej/ Self‑Defence of the  

  Republic of Poland 

USE  : United States of Europe 

 

 



xiii 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

APPENDIX A 

Thesis Monitoring Sheet ..................................................................................... A-1 

 

APPENDIX B 

Curriculum Vitae ................................................................................................. B-1 

 

APPENDIX C 

Originality Report ............................................................................................... C-1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


