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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 

Since 2016, Indonesian Navy had caught around 100 Vietnamese vessels 

and more than 1,100 crews.
1
 Under the administration of Minister Susi 

Pujiastuti, the Indonesian Ministry of Maritime Affairs has taken to exploding 

or consuming illegal fishing vessels as a methods for making a means of 

sending a message to would-be trespassers. 

Most of the illegal fishing occurs in the area between Con Dao island of 

Vietnam and the North Natuna island of Indonesia. There has been an 

overlapping claim over the EEZ of the two countries in this area. Fourteen 

years from the deal between Indonesia and Vietnam, both states have not 

concluded the EEZ between two countries. In this case, all Indonesia’s 

neighbours agree that the continental shelf boundaries are the same with the 

EEZ line. Indonesia, however, expresses a strong disagreement towards such 

statement and considers that continental shlf boundaries are different with 

EEZ lines.  

One of the most prominent case that happened in this area was the 

Vietnamese Vessel Shooting on July 2017. Pham Binh Minh, the Minister of 

Foreign Affairs of Vietnam got on a phonecall with Retno Marsudi, the 

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Indonesia and said that the shooting that 

                                                           
1
“ Indonesian Navy Opens Fire on Vietnamese Fishermen." The Maritime Executive. Accessed 

September 29, 2017. http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/indonesian-navy-opens-fire-on-
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occured is a very serious incident and against the strategic partnership 

between Indonesia and Vietnam.
2
 Furthermore, Vietnam is deply concerned 

with this incident and requests Indonesia to investigate and bring the light to 

the recent incident, also to report the investigation result to Vietnam. Vietnam 

also requested Indonesia not to repeat the same actions.  

 Retno Marsudi responded by saying that there is not shooting that harm 

the crewmembers occured at the area and she highlighted the imprtance of the 

two countries for settling negotiations on their EEZ maritime delimitation as 

soon  as possible.
3
 Refering back to the statement from Mrs. Retno, Indonesia 

and Vietnam are facing an urgent matters to settle their maritime delimitation 

as soon as possible, in order to avoid future dispute regarding illegal fishing.  

Maritime delimitation is an extremely perplexing and various subject. The 

universal group and the Courts, in dislike of their attempts, think that its hard 

to deliver a general standard relevant to all sea delimitation forms. The 1982 

LOS Convention puts forward just the objective to accomplish sea 

delimitation, and says nothing in regards to the standards and strategies for the 

accomplishment of impartial outcome. 

                                                           
2
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The negotiation between Indonesia and Vietnam over the maritime 

delimitation has been conducted since 1971.
4
 Indonesia’s claim takes the 

median line between North Natuna Island of Indonesia and Con Dao Island of 

Vietnam or called as island to island median line.
5
 In 2003, there was an 

agreement  delimits  only continental  shelf  between Indonesia  and  Vietnam  

but  not  the  EEZ. 
6
 

It is evident that the concurred mainland rack limit line leaves from 

equidistance line between the two States. Spatial examination shows that it in 

actuality lies at the Indonesian side of the middle line built from each State's 

benchmark. For this situation, middle line has been built utilizing Indonesia's 

archipelagic baselines and Vietnam's straight benchmark interfacing little 

islands in the region of Vietnam's south drift. It is intriguing to watch why 

Indonesia and Vietnam did not delimit EEZ limits together with the seabed 

delimitation in 2003. It is to be sure feasible for Indonesia and Vietnam to 

treat their mainland rack and EEZ limits as one bundle in the delimitation.  

It is clear from maps portraying Indonesia's forward position that 

Indonesia lean towards an EEZ limit section which is unique in relation to that 

of mainland rack delimited in 2003. The Peta NKRI discharged in 2008 shows 

Indonesia's 'forward position' in regards to this EEZ limit. The map is as 

shown below. 

                                                           
4
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PETA NKRI 2008 

Source: google.com 

 Likewise, Indonesia has never sent any challenge note with respect to 

Vietnam's straight baselines that it stored to the UN on 9 December 2004. This 

suggests Indonesia perceives the straight baselines and has no complaint in 

transit the baselines are assigned however this is not indisputable verification 

of this position in the nonattendance of an official proclamation with respect 

to Indonesia to this impact.  

With two different views from both States, there is a status quo over 

Indonesia and Vietnam EEZ zone, which caused the overlapping area to be 

hard to organize. The use of sea assets and administration of a jurisdictionally 

complex oceanic space may be one of the potential issues coming about 

because of a course of action. Utilizing Indonesia's proposed single limit line 

there will be a territory where the seabed has a place with Vietnam, while 

water section is under Indonesia's control. Indonesia may see this as an 
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accomplishment since it can secure a significantly bigger EEZ contrasted with 

the seabed it secured through the 2003 assention. Be that as it may, the 

circumstance may be tricky since there will be sea range in which Vietnam 

has control just over the seabed and subsoil and assets in that, while Indonesia 

controls the water column superjacent to the   seabed. 

Aside from the fact that the status quo is harming the marine life 

underneath, it also leads to illegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing (IUU) 

within Indonesian water. This claim is being denied by Vietnam, considering 

that Vietnam sees the overlaping zone as their part of territory. With the 

increasing number of IUU happens inside the area, hundreds of Vietnam 

fishermen had been caught and detained by Indonesia National Navy (TNI-

AL). This incidents had caused several tensions between both States in the 

past, especially under Jokowi’s administration, Indonesia is enforcing the 

sinking ship policy.  

Furthermore, the location of the disputed zone is very close to the South 

China Sea area. As it is known by the international community that there is on 

going disputed on South China Sea that involves several countries from 

Southeast Asia and several big powers, such as China and the United States. 

This geographical condition and with the ongoing dispute at the South China 

Sea provide enough reason for Vietnam and Indonesia to conclude the EEZ 

boundaries as soon as possible before the involvement of external parties that 

might escalates the Marine Delimitation of EEZ issue to be something bigger 
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and with the possibility of harming the relationship between Indonesia and 

Vietnam.  

Due to this background, the writer had chosen ANALYZING 

INDONESIA’S POSITION ON EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE (EEZ) 

MARITIME DELIMITATION BETWEEN INDONESIA AND 

VIETNAM   as the title of this research as the writer feels the need to 

examine’s Indonesia’s position over the EEZ claim, to determine possible 

actions that Indonesia can take in order to conclude the EEZ boundaries with 

Vietnam, and to analyze the effect of the unclear EEZ boundaries to Vietnam 

and Indonesia relations. In order to fulfill all those objectives, Indonesia has to 

be able to take the most suitable actions towards the EEZ claim that comes 

from Vietnam in order to protect the sovereignty of Indonesia and maintaining 

good relationship with Vietnam, also to settle the EEZ boundaries issue as 

soon as possible before external parties get involved in the delimitation 

process. This research will help to figure out the urgency that Indonesia needs 

to put first and also the actions that need to be taken to protect the sovereignty 

while the EEZ are not concluded yet.  

 

1.2 Research Questions 

1. What is the cause of the EEZ maritime delimitation between Indonesia and 

Vietnam? 

2. What is Indonesia’s position in the EEZ Delimitation issue with Vietnam? 
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3. What are the implications of unclear EEZ division between Indonesia and 

Vietnam for Indonesia? 

1.3 Research Objectives 

1. To identify the cause of the EEZ maritime delimitation between Indonesia 

and Vietnam. 

2. To identify Indonesia’s position on the EEZ delimitation between 

Indonesia and Vietnam. 

3. To identify the implications of unclear EEZ division between Indonesia 

and Vietnam for Indonesia. 

1.4 Research Contribution 

This thesis will contribute to the development of Indonesia’s position on 

the EEZ Delimitation with Vietnam and will give the suitable next action to be 

taken to conclude the issue.  

 

 

1.5 Structure of Writing 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION 

In the first chapter, the writer will formulate an introduction starting from the 

background explanation concerning the research topic selection, including 

relevant information and facts. Continuing with the formulation of the research 

problem, the objectives, and the research contributions along with systematic of 

writing.  
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CHAPTER II ANALYTICAL FRAMEWORK 

Chapter two consists of all the explanation regarding the theories and concepts 

that are relevant and utilized to support the objectivity of the analysis, which also 

applicable to the current topic as literature reviews. These theories and concepts 

are expected to assist in analyzing the topic.  

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

Chapter three explains the reserach method that is used in this thesis. The chapter 

begins with a description of the scope of research, and then the methodology 

approached to acquire the data, continued with the explanation of the types and 

source data, data collecting techniques, and the explanation of data analysis 

techniques. 

CHAPTER IV DATA AND ANALYSIS 

Chapter four provides the important result gained from the research process in the 

form of analysis. The result will be considered as the collection of data that will 

be reanalyzed byusing the chosen analysis method. This chapter will answer all 

research problems that have been formulated in the first chapter. 

 

CHAPTER V CLOSURE 

Chapter five will summarize all the ideas that have been discussed in preceeding 

chapters. This chapter will cover all the important points given by the writer, 

along with the analytical facts and argument as the conclusion of this research. 
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Finally, it will also state some recommendation regarding the issue from the 

writer’s perspective.  

  




