
	 1	

CHAPTER 1	
 

INTRODUCTION	
 

 
1.1 Background 
 

Reflecting the Chinese revolution at that time, the infamous legacy of Mao 

Zedong, successfully turns China to be a communist country. Mao had transformed 

China from the failed experience of China’s failure in the Opium war against Japan 

and the European powers1. The abolition of class society was the first step in entering 

the new ideological era of China, which is communism. After that, China became a 

very closed state in relation with foreign nations. 	

However, millions of Chinese suffered under his policies because there was a 

limited access of the daily basic needs2. The government had mass control over the 

society, which created a depreciation of freedom. An example that showed the 

aforementioned was the great leap policy created by Mao, which enforced civilians to 

produce steal and grain in a exaggerating manner, and eventually killing 45 million 

people in four years3. Furthermore, the legacy of Mao continued to the next third 

generation.	

During the transitional time between the deaths of Mao Zedong in 1976 with the 

reformation of China by Deng Xiaoping in 1981, the third leader who was in power 

(Hua Guofeng) strongly pursued Mao’s “Two Whatevers”	 policy, that stated:	 “We 

																																																								
1	Chinasage,	“Chinese	Leaders	1949	to	the	present	day”,		
http://www.chinasage.info/leaders.htm.	(accessed	October	15,	2015).	
2	Ibid. 	
3	Arifa Akbar, "Mao's Great Leap Forward 'killed 45 Million in Four Years,'" The Independent, 
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/books/news/maos-great-leap-forward-killed-45-
million-in-four-years-2081630.html. (Accessed March 28, 2016) 
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will resolutely uphold whatever policy decisions Chairman Mao made, and 

unswervingly follow whatever instructions Chairman Mao gave.”	

Deng was planning to condemn the cultural revolutions of China because he 

believed it was not necessary to follow all of Mao’s thoughts. Deng was in power in 

1981 along with the purpose to create a market reformation4. His famous quote in 

entering the economic reformation era is as followed: "Whether a cat is black or white 

makes no difference. As long as it catches mice, it is a good cat.” The previous quote 

conveys china acknowledgement and appreciation to those who can perform 

economically without any discrimination. Furthermore, Deng encouraged the 

establishment of market economy and adopted a capitalist economy. His era of 

successful economic development helped lift an approximate of a 170 million 

peasants out of poverty5.	

Furthermore, the economic modernization purposed by Deng was resulted into 

the rapid growth of China’s economy in the international community6.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

																																																								
4	Chinasage,	“Chinese	Leaders	1949	to	the	present	day.”	
5	Sun Yat Sen, "Reformer with an Iron Fist," CNN, 
http://edition.cnn.com/SPECIALS/1999/china.50/inside.china/profiles/deng.xiaoping/ (accessed April 
08, 2016).	
6	Nicholas D Kristof, "The Rise of China," Foreign Affairs (2012), 
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/asia/1993-12-01/rise-china (accessed March 28, 2016).	
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Table 1.1 

Real GDP per Capita Level of China	

7	

SOURCE: Tomas Hirst, "A Brief History of China’s Economic Growth, " World 
Economic Forum, https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2015/07/brief-history-of-china-
economic-growth/ (accessed July 30, 2015). 
 

The data above is evidence of China’s rise in implementation economic 

modernization.	

During the presidency of Hu Jintao, known as one of the paramount leaders in 

China, a new approach of China was introduced through a similar ideology but a 

different objective.  In the 90th anniversary of the communist country, Hu stated8:	

Yes, the People’s Liberation Army with song and dance did inspire peasants to join 
the Communist Revolution, but China today is no longer fighting against oppressive 
landlords and foreign devils, but rather itself; specifically, the much vaunted Beijing 
Consensus, a political arrangement in which the Party promises “prosperity and 
stability”	if China’s middle class shuts its political mouth.	

																																																								
7	Tomas Hirst, "A Brief History of China’s Economic Growth, " World Economic Forum, 
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2015/07/brief-history-of-china-economic-growth/ (accessed July 30, 
2015). 	
8	Jiang Xuejin, "Hu Jintao's Legacy," The Diplomat (2012), http://thediplomat.com/2012/01/hu-jintaos-
legacy/ (accessed May 11, 2016).	
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That being said, his speech represented an understanding of China’s new objectives 

and goals by the foreign economic policy making. Washington also guided U.S 

foreign economic policy based on the Bretton Woods system, which is U.S 

international monetary system that adopted of the UN charter and the declaration of 

human rights as the primary of inter-disciplinary perspective towards economic 

globalization9.  

China’s foreign economic policy is under a different economic development 

model that creates China today. Chinese economy becomes visible to the world, along 

with the fact that China becomes the second largest economy in the world without 

using the western concept, which is democracy and human rights. As believed by 

many scholars in Washington since 1980s, democracy is the highlight of the Western 

concept rather than the Chinese10. Thus, the distinctive Chinese development model 

born to the international society known as “The Beijing Consensus”. 

The Beijing Consensus portrays the Chinese model of economic and politics, 

which contains China’s aid and migration policies, foreign investment and 

infrastructure loans that are controlled by the government11. The development model 

called the Beijing consensus can also be called as the “market-authoritarian” 

governance12. The Beijing Consensus influences the perspectives of international 

community in terms of international development, economic and social issues, and, 

																																																								
9	Benedek, Wolfgang, et al., The Bretton Woods Institutions and Human Rights: Converging 
Tendencies (2007).  
10	Stefan Halper, The Beijing Consensus: How China's Authoritarian Model Will Dominate the 
Twenty-first Century (New York: Basic Books, 2010) 
11	Barry Sautman and Yan Hairong, "Friends and Interests: China's Distinctive Links with Africa," 
African Studies Review Afr. Stud. Rev. 50, no. 03 (2007) 
 
12	Joshua Cooper Ramo, The Beijing Consensus: Notes on The New Physics of Chinese Power 
(London: Foreign Policy Centre, 2004). 
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most importantly, politics13. China still implements the communism ideology from 

the beginning and the creation of economic liberalism seems to make a distinction 

between theory and practice, thus the unique aspect of Beijing consensus is consistent 

with the original pragmatic ideas of Deng, in which: “Groping for stones to cross the 

river” 

 

The above quote refers to the unity of Chinese in order to move to them out of 

poverty. Furthermore, according to Ramo, The Beijing consensus is all about the 

social change and economic change in China in order to improve the standard of 

living in China.  

The proof of increases in China’s economy after the model of market-

authoritarianism was growing into trade surplus, growth per capita, moderate 

inflation, growing a hard currency, and growing a middle class. According to the data 

from the bank of international settlement 2010, The People’s Bank of China was six 

times the size of the World Bank14, and by 2015 China’s economy is just 40% smaller 

than the United States and it is expected to be larger than the United States by 202815. 

The People’s Bank of China finances the infrastructure and the development in energy 

sectors in low interest rate loans across Africa, Latin America, Central Asia, and 

including pariah state (hard currency loans)16. The new economic power introduced 

by China in international community made the Washington model (Washington 

Consensus) appears to be less significant, while China is rising their military rival, the 

																																																								
13	Ibid 
14 BIS, Triennial Central Bank Survey Report on Global Foreign Exchange in 2010, 
http://www.bis.org/publ/rpfx13fx.pdf (accessed March 29, 2016).  
15	The Globalist, "China's Economy Will Be Larger Than U.S,” by 2028, 2015. 
http://www.theglobalist.com/china-economy-larger-united-states/ (accessed March 29, 2016). 
16	Thomas Lum,  et al., "China's Foreign Aid Activities in Africa, Latin America, and Southest Asia,” 
Congressional Research Service. https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R40361.pdf (accessed March 29, 
2016). 
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successful market reform conducted by communism based country became one of 

Washington’s focus17.  

Through the development model called “The Beijing consensus”, China has 

expanded their relationship to countries across the world especially African Countries. 

The significant support to African countries in Chinese way successfully benefits both 

the receiver countries and the donor countries18. Chinese policies in Africa are 

remarkable to the international community through the China’s response on U.S 

Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) report of U.S strategic approach for Africa to 

boost U.S influence to Africa19. However, China comes with another resolution for 

Africa in order to protect the rough states in Africa from the western influence on 

democracy and human rights. Moreover, China comes to the rescue to tackle the CFR 

reports that has become one of the “superpower brain trust” in terms of U.S global 

role20. It is done by announcing that China will be a strategic partner to Africa that 

will feature sincerity, friendship, and equality; mutual benefit, reciprocity, and 

common prosperity; mutual support and close coordination; leaning from each other 

and seeking common development, along with the political condition of one china 

policy21. 

The China’s Strategic partnership to Africa through the Forum of China-

Africa Cooperation (FOCAC), which underlines the importance of political equality 

and mutual trust, economic win-win cooperation and cultural exchange between 

																																																								
17	Halper, The Beijing Consensus: How China's Authoritarian Model Will Dominate the Twenty-first 
Century, 49.	
18	Barry Sautman and Yan Hairong, Friends and Interests: China's Distinctive Links with Africa.	
19	Anthonny Lake and Todd Whitman, "More Than Humanitarianism: U.S Strategic Approach toward 
Africa," Council on Foreign Relations (2006). 
20	Donald S Zagoria and David Shambaugh, "Beautiful Imperialist: China Perceives America, 1972-
1990," Foreign Affairs 70, no. 5 (1991): 205. 
 
21	FOCAC, "China's African Policy," China's African Policy, 
http://www.focac.org/eng/zt/zgdfzzcwj/t230479.htm (accessed April 28, 2016). 
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China and Africa, is one of the proofs that African demands on democratic 

international law in China’s aid activities are bonded in the concrete agreement22. 

Moreover, the trade agreement between China and Africa is forged by the bilateral 

free trade agreements (FTAs) through the World Trade Organizations (WTO) 

regulations. However, Washington misrepresents the Chinese action in Africa as the 

implementation of neocolonialism and corruption based on illiberal regimes of 

China23; for example, in the issues of human rights, the foreign aid for China was 

given to some African countries.  

China’s is African biggest trade partner and China had brought one-third of 

Africa’s oils within one continent in 2011. China saw the emergency of helping 

African economies due to their same inferior historical background. As Ndubisi 

Obiorah, a Nigerian human rights lawyer writes:  

China's emergence as a major axis of global power is welcomed among many 
African intellectuals who hope that it may herald a return to a global multi-
polarity in which milieu Africa and the developing countries will have a 
greater role on the global stage than they currently do24. 
 

However, the Chinese owners showed minimum care to the African workers 

that worked for China Company, for example, many south African firms were cut the 

minimum wage, workers sleep in dirty mattresses, and they are forced to work for 40 

hours a week25. Moreover, one of the Chinese Companies in Sudan, an oil firm in 

Africa, made the lake in Africa dripped crude26 (environmental issue). 

																																																								
22	Barry Sautman and Yan Hairong, Friends and Interests: China's Distinctive Links with Africa.	
23	Johan Norberg, "China Paranoia Derails Free Trade," Far Easten Economic Review, (2006): 169. 
24	Ndubisis Obiorah, “Who’s Afraid of China in Africa. Pambazuka News,” Issue 282, (2006) 
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/comment/38853 (accessed August 15, 2016). 
25	The Economist, "Trying to Pull Together,” (2011), http://www.economist.com/node/18586448 
(accessed March 29, 2016). 
26	Ibid.	
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Whether or not China is found doing an unfavorable trade, China’s role in 

Africa provide many benefits for Africa; for instance PRC goods are more affordable 

for poor consumers in Africa in comparison to the western or local goods 27. 

Moreover, the other pressure made by the western imports give a severe impact for 

the African industrialization in terms of trade liberalization regarding Structural 

Adjustment Program (SAPs) by International Monetary Fund (IMF). For instance, 

Ghana has lost on average of US$510 per person compared to the GDP per capita that 

was US$330, which means Ghana’s people has stopped working for one and a half 

years28. In addition to that, the economic interdependence between China and United 

States make America’s voices low-key on some values, for example, human rights, 

minority rights, and free speech29.  

The Chinese roles on international trade become one prominent industrial driven 

power in the global system. The economic model that was being introduced by Deng 

Xiaoping during his legacy blended with the implementation of president Hu’s 

foreign polices has played well in the field. While in some China-African policies, 

China boasts the idea of “China is the best” not that China is “just like the rest”30. 

The distinctive Chinese model called The Beijing Consensus is a political 

arrangement that focuses in foreign investment and infrastructure loans; it takes 

model development seriously while ignoring the West at the same time31. Moreover, 

The objective of Beijing Consensus is to frame the success stories in a China’s 

friendly way, hoping that China will create an Asian story going forwards. China is 

																																																								
27	Barry Sautman and Yan Hairong, Friends and Interests: China's Distinctive Links with Africa.	
28	Claire Melamed, "The Economics Failure: The Real Cost of Free Trade for Poor Countries," 
Christian Aid (2005) https://www.christianaid.org.uk/Images/economics_of_failure.pdf (accessed 
March 29, 2016). 
29	Halper, The Beijing Consensus: How China's Authoritarian Model Will Dominate the Twenty-first 
Century, xx.	
30 Barry Sautman and Yan Hairong, Friends and Interests: China's Distinctive Links with Africa. 
31 ibid. 
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hopefully seen as Asia’s engine growth focusing in investment, trade, and markets to 

smaller nations, or will be defined as a Hegemon32. Thus, the goal of this thesis would 

figure out the implementation of the elements of the Beijing consensus, which the 

Chinese offers as the new alternative path of development that is not inspired by the 

western led liberal order; such as the concept of universal human rights, the rule of 

law, and free speech33.   

 

1.2 Problems 

Prior addressing the main problem in this paper, it is essential to understand the 

common concepts and terms of The Beijing consensus within the focuses on the 

China’s foreign policy in the two Sub Saharan Africa countries. These two countries 

are Angola and Sudan under Hu Jintao, which focuses on study case of Angola and 

Sudan. The Beijing consensus doesn’t actually have the actual “consensus” on the 

elements of the Beijing consensus, it is a term defined by one of the former Time 

magazine foreign affairs editors and Goldman sachs China advisor, in which Joshua 

Ramo to define investments, aid, and trade of PRC. Moreover, the model of Beijing 

consensus was introduced in order to increase international interest of China as a 

Chinese development model in the era of Hu Jintao. In fact, The CPP Politburo held a 

seminar of “ Development of Prosperity on Chinese philosophy and social science” in 

May 2004 to strengthen Chinese stands and power in the international community 

through the development model that differs from western development model34. 

																																																								
32 ibid 
33	Halper, The Beijing Consensus: How China's Authoritarian Model Will Dominate the Twenty-first 
Century, XII	
34 Young Nam Cho and Jong Ho Jeong, "China's Soft Power: Discussions, Resources, and Prospects," 
Asian Surv Asian Survey 48, no. 3 (2008): 453-72, 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/as.2008.48.3.453?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents 
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The basic concept of this paper is the Chinese economic model, in which market 

authoritarianism can be understood as a closed communist country that embraces the 

liberal market. The bilateral and multilateral relations under the model of Beijing 

consensus are made through investments, aid, and trades within the state-owned 

company based. According to the Xinhua newspaper: “The excesses and failure of 

free market fundamentalism had emphasizes the superiority of the Chinese way of 

doing it under President Hu Jintao’s “scientific theory of development” 

 

Along with the Halper comment that generalize the scientific theory of development 

as the ruling party’s policy in order to promote welfare under a strict governmental 

rules35.  

While Angola is the largest oil exporting country in Africa, the poverty is 

rampant in Angola. In relation with China, Angola seeks cooperation in order to 

complete the strategic cooperation for Angola’s development36. In Angola, China 

provides a better offer from the IMF offer in the means of creating a China effect in 

Angola. Moreover, China has developed a relationship with Sudan in the matter of 

enduring violent internal stability and external adversity of Sudan that is related to the 

Islamic revolutions both in politics and economic relations with China37. 

The rationale purposes of China to implement the Beijing consensus are the 

Chinese market expansion, and demand for natural resources or energy. Moreover, to 

achieve those two major purpose, China uses foreign policy instrument, in forms of 

FDI, trade agreements, and foreign aid based on the China development model, 

																																																								
35 Ibid. 
36 Carine  Kiala, "ChinaAngola Aid Relations: Strategic Cooperation for Development?" (2010) 
http://repository.up.ac.za/bitstream/handle/2263/17253/Kiala_China 
37 Daniel Large, "China’s Sudan Engagement: Changing Northern and Southern Political Trajectories 
in Peace and War*," http://eprints.soas.ac.uk/10905/1/ChinaSudanEngagement.pdf  
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known as the Beijing consensus. Thus, after understanding the basic terms, concept, 

and purpose within the Beijing consensus and China’s involvement in Angola and 

Sudan, this paper will address the problem in a forms of questions to understand the 

China’s model in the specific study case. The questions are (as followed): 

1. How are the elements of The Beijing Consensus implemented in economic 

relations between China and two Sub-Saharan Africa countries: Angola and 

Sudan? 

2. What is the impact of The Beijing Consensus on bilateral relations between 

China and two Sub-Saharan Africa countries: Angola and Sudan? 

 

1.3 Research Purpose 

This paper is written to give an understanding about the new development model 

introduced by China known as The Beijing Consensus. This paper focuses on the 

implementation of the Beijing consensus in influencing China’s foreign policies in 

Angola and Sudan under Hu Jintao. This paper also aims to study the success of 

China in implementing the model of “market-authoritarianism” without the 

intervention of other countries, while China is the fastest developing nation, growing 

from the unimaginable transformation since 50 years ago that is expected to beat the 

major superpower (United States) in the coming years38.  

This paper will solely answer problem statement to figure out the elements of 

Beijing consensus within its economic policies and relation between China and Sub-

Saharan Africa especially Angola and Sudan as the study case. Furthermore, this 

																																																								
38	Lee Kuan Yew, Lee Kuan Yew: The Grand Master's Insights on China, the United States, and the 
World (The MIT Press: Belfer Center Studies in International S edition, 2013) 
https://books.google.co.id/books?id=geiCymK1IWIC (accessed April 01, 2016). 
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paper will be discussing the impact of the elements of Beijing consensus that have 

been implemented through the economic relations of China and Angola and Sudan for 

the sake of development. 

This paper is not written in the means of criticizing the economic model of China 

in others perspectives; for instance, the western perspective or to compare the Beijing 

consensus as China’s political-economic model to the Western political-economic that 

is usually known as Washington consensus. This paper does not aim to show the 

negative side of China in implementing the model. Rather, this paper means to study 

the rise of China in a specific case study of the application of China’s model that can 

be called as the China effect. 

 

1.4  Research Contribution  

The rise of China has risen rapidly along with the different approach of any other 

superpower countries. It also has profound effects to the eyes of the world, especially 

western’s perspective. Moreover, the market of China will not definitely lead to the 

western ways, in which democracy will not represent the Chinese way of doing any 

economic relation. China has successfully become a developed nation from the 

developing nation, and will shortly become the largest economy in the world. Lastly, 

as Halper reflected the view of: “Its not whose army wins, its whose story wins”. 

China will act in the Chinese friendly ways in interacting with the world community. 

Therefore, this thesis will describe the development model that is behind the 

rapid rise of China, that is called  “The Beijing Consensus”, otherwise better known 

as the China’s economic development model. The result of this paper will also lead to 

the understanding of the elements of the Beijing consensus that explores a range of 

economic and political means and questions, and the impact of China in the 
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implementation of the elements of the Beijing consensus that has a global impact. 

Last but not least, this thesis also uses two school of thoughts, which are International 

Political Economy and Mercantilism in order to better understand the nature of the 

creation of the Beijing consensus and the relation to sub-Saharan Africa specifically 

to Angola and Sudan as in the international relations realm. 

 

1.5  Structure of Writing 

This paper titled “The Beijing Consensus: China’s Foreign Policy under Hu Jintao 

in Sub-Saharan Africa” is merely organized into five main chapters, as follows: 

 

A. Chapter (I): Introduction 

Chapter One of this paper will solely discuss about the background of the 

creation of China development model, The Beijing consensus. A brief 

explanation of the first era of communism to the market liberalization 

proposed by Deng Xiao ping is written for the purpose of understanding the 

implementation and the elements of Beijing consensus. The relations of 

China-Africa in terms of economic relations are written in order to understand 

the Beijing consensus. Moreover, chapter one will include the problems, 

limitation, and research purposes. Lastly, Chapter one will be closed with the 

structure of writing. 

B. Chapter (II): Theoretical Framework 

Chapter two will discuss the original sources of the research paper, that is the 

applicable international relations’ theory for the paper in order to support the 

certainty of the research paper. This research paper will use the theory of 

Marxism and Mercantilism. 
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C. Chapter (III): Research Methodology 

Chapter three of this paper will consist of further explanation within the 

research method. The data collection method will be written in this paper 

along with data analysis in order to capture the research paper as a whole. 

D. Chapter (IV): Analysis 

Chapter four will discuss chapter one more in depth, which explains the 

introduction to the deeper analysis of the China’s foreign policy that is based 

on the Beijing consensus under Hu Jintao (2003-2013) that occurs in African 

countries especially in Angola and Sudan. This chapter attempts to answer the 

problems and the research questions that are explored in this paper. It will also 

be discussed along with the example or the fact to prove the success of the 

China’s model in a specific study case that will bring the impact to the whole 

international community. 

E. Chapter (V): Conclusion and Recommendation 

Lastly, Chapter three will conclude all of those arguments that have been 

exposed from chapter one until chapter four. Moreover, this chapter will also 

write some recommendations by providing the analysis of expert in seeing the 

future China, hoping that it will be useful in international relations field and 

other studies. 

  




