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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background 

It is commonly known that HIV/AIDS is one of the deadliest diseases in 

Indonesia. Indonesia has become the country with the most rapidly increasing rate of 

infections of HIV/AIDS in all of Asia1. HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus) is the 

virus that causes AIDS, however people with HIV does not necessarily have AIDS 

(Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome)2. People who suffer from HIV/AIDS 

cannot be cured because there is no medicine for this disease yet. The first case of 

HIV in Indonesia was reported in 1987 and from that year until 2009, 3.492 people 

have died as a result of AIDS3. Of the 11.856 cases reported in 2008, 6.962 of them 

were people under 30 years of age, including 55 infants under 1 year old. There are a 

high number of concentrated cases among Indonesia’s most at risk populations, 

including intravenous drug users (IDUs), sex workers along with their partners and 

clients, homosexual men and infants who contract the disease through the womb or 

from being breastfed, and people who got blood transfusions from the infected.4 

In Indonesia itself, the largest population with HIV/AIDS is in Papua and 

West Papua. There was approximately a 2.4 % adult-prevalence rate in 2006. A 

shocking 48% of Papuans have no awareness of HIV/AIDS. This means out of the 

                                                 
1 http://www.worldlifeexpectancy.com/country-health-profile/indonesia 
2 http://www.healthline.com/health/hiv-aids/hiv-vs-aids#Overview1 
3 HIV/AIDS KILLS 3,492 IN INDONESIA". Antara. 2009-07-07.  
4 "LATEST DEVELOPMENT OF HIV-AIDS CASES IN INDONESIA CAUSE FOR INCREASING 
CONCERN". Antara. 2008-04-27 
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2.8 million people who live in Papua, 1.3 million have never even heard of 

HIV/AIDS. The remaining half of the population largely believes myths about the 

disease, its causes, and how to prevent spreading infections. As a result, the number 

of AIDS cases per 100,000 people in the two provinces is also almost 20 times the 

national average. The percentage of people who have reported being unaware of 

HIV/AIDS increases to 48% among uneducated populations in the region.5 That is 

the reason why I chose to raise the topic of HIV/AIDS in this research.  

Out of many NGOs that operate in Indonesia, World Relief is one of the 

NGOs that have been conducting educational awareness seminars about the 

HIV/AIDS prevention and dispersion in Papua through their Mobilizing for Life 

program since 2009.6 World Relief itself is an international relief and development 

agency. Founded in 1944 as the humanitarian arm of the National Association of 

Evangelicals, World Relief offers assistance to victims of poverty, disease, hunger, 

war, disasters and persecution.      

Headquartered in Baltimore, Maryland, the organization has offices 

worldwide. It is supported by churches, foundations, and individual donors, as well as 

through United States Government grants from USAID and other agencies. 

World Relief serves over 4 million defenseless people a year and has over 

100,000 volunteers actively engaged in reaching their communities with life saving 

messages.  

                                                 
5 http://uk.reuters.com/article/health-indonesia-aids-dc-idUKJAK6915620070619 
6 http://worldreliefindonesia.com/papua 



3 

World Relief’s core programs focus on microfinance, AIDS prevention and care, 

maternal and child health, child development, agricultural training, disaster 

response, refugee resettlement and immigrant services. 

   This program of conducting educational awareness seminars about HIV/AIDS is 

part of the Mobilizing for Life program7. Mobilizing for Life program itself focuses 

on individual responsibility in prevention and community support for people living 

with HIV/AIDS. It addresses the constellation of health and social issues that keep a 

person healthy socially, physically, and spiritually8. In this paper, I will discuss the 

contribution of World Relief as a Non-Governmental Organization in increasing the 

rate of awareness of HIV/AIDS in Papua and also the effectiveness of this program 

that they conduct. 

 

1.2 Research Questions 

 This research focuses on the program that World Relief has in Papua for 

increasing the awareness of HIV/AIDS. As we know, World Relief is a Non-

Governmental Organization (NGO). Therefore the research questions will be: 

1. What are the roles of World Relief in increasing awareness of HIV/AIDS in 

Papua? 

2. What are the challenges and opportunities that World Relief has in increasing the 

awareness of HIV/AIDS in Papua? 

                                                 
7 http://worldreliefindonesia.com/papua 
8 http://worldrelief.org/recent-stories/mobilizing-for-life 
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 World Relief as a Non-Governmental Organization plays an important role in 

the international world. In each state where it operates, they must have a contribution 

to offer to the community and also to the government. In this case, their concern is to 

increase the awareness of HIV/AIDS in Papua where HIV/AIDS rate grows rapidly. 

In this research, I will show the roles that they play by analyzing their program. 

In playing their role in increasing the awareness of HIV/AIDS in Papua, there 

are challenges and opportunities that they face. Through this research, those 

challenges and opportunities will be seen and analyzed. 

 

1.3 Theoretical and Conceptual Frameworks 

 In this research, the contribution of World Relief in increasing the 

awareness of HIV/AIDS in Papua will be viewed from the perspective of Liberalism 

theory. In the perspective of liberalism, international organization’s role such as NGO 

or IGO is as important as the state’s. State is not a unitary actor like in the realism 

theory’s perspective. That is why; this theory is perfect for this research since World 

Relief itself is an NGO. In Liberalism theory, the approach emphasizes states in 

establishing relationship with international organizations in order to promote peace 

and cooperation. Liberalism tends to emphasize the role of international organization 

including NGO such as World Relief. 
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1.4 Objectives 

 There are some objectives in working on this research: 1) Identifying the role 

of World Relief as a Non-Governmental Organization in raising the awareness of 

HIV/AIDS in Papua. 2) Helping the readers to understand the program that World 

Relief has in Papua within the context of raising the awareness of HIV/AIDS. 3) 

Identifying the challenges and opportunites that World Relief has when delivering 

this program. Last but not least 4) Finding out the elements that need to be improved 

so that this program will be more effective. 

The objective of this research is to answer all of the research questions using case 

study on the research topic. Thus, when this research study is completed, the readers 

and I can have a better understanding towards the questions of this research. The 

objectives of this research are bellow: 

 

1.5 Outline of the Thesis  

 This research would be compiled and divided into five chapters, as follows: 

introduction, analytical framework, research methodology, data analysis, and 

conclusion. The outline is laid out as follows:  

 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION  

 In the first chapter, I will help us to understand the topic by providing the 

background of the topic and the relevancy with the field of international relations, 

followed with a set of research questions that will guide where the research is 

heading. I will also explain the relevance of theoretical and the conceptual 
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frameworks that will be used throughout the research. Last but not least, the 

objectives of this research will be elaborated and outlined in this final paper. 

 

CHAPTER II ANALYTICAL FRAMEWORK  

 The second chapter will explain the reasoning behind choosing the theories 

and concepts to the case. The theories and concepts presented in this chapter will 

provide a framework for the analysis and interpretation of the facts related to the case. 

Theory of Liberalism along with related concepts will be the basis for conducting the 

analysis for this research.  

 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 In chapter three, I will elaborate on the methods used for the completion of 

this research. This chapter will explain the scope of the research, technique of data 

collection, types and sources of data, and the method in analyzing the data. 

 

 CHAPTER IV DATA ANALYSIS 

 The fourth chapter will provide the result from the research process. A 

comprehensive and thorough analysis of the topic based upon the selected theories 

and concepts will also be done. In this chapter, I will address the main research 

problems that have been formulated in the beginning chapter and elaborate on its 

implications.  
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CHAPTER V CONCLUSION 

 In the final chapter, a summary of the findings from this research will be 

provided. This will be done through outlining the essence of each chapter. In 

addition, the chapter will also include the summary of all the main arguments stated 

by the writer especially its findings and arguments that will help in producing a 

comprehensive conclusion. Finally, a set of suggestions based upon the conclusions 

will be given in this final chapter. BIBLIOGRAPHY APPENDICES 

 

 

 

 

 




