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       CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 Background 

The notion of soft power is important for understanding how diplomacy 

being conducted between nations and people. According to Joseph Nye, soft power 

is a diplomatic instrument that uses political, economic, and cultural power in 

creating a positive image of a country, compared to using hard power such as 

military power.1 Therefore, soft power is an important instrument used by many 

countries. Soft power is considered to be the most peaceful diplomatic way, because 

it is far from the military and weaponry. There are three main components of soft 

power. The first is national culture or culture, which includes not only artistic 

expression and material culture, but also a way of life. The second is the political 

value of a country. The third is the foreign policy pursued by a country. This thesis 

focuses on the use of culture in diplomacy, often referred to as cultural diplomacy. 

Cultural diplomacy can be interpreted as an effort of a country to pursue its national 

interests through cultural dimensions such as education, language, science, sports, 

art and others.2 South Korea, for example, is famous for using cultural elements in 

their public diplomacy. The use of Korean pop music or commonly called global 

K-Pop K-Pop fever or "Korean wave" that spread throughout the world. So many 

                                                
1 Marta Ryniejska, Kiełdanowicz, Ph.D. “Cultural Diplomacy as a Form of International 
Communication” [e-journal] https://instituteforpr.org/wp-
content/uploads/Ryniejska_Kieldanowicz.pdf (accessed 13 January 2019). 
2 Ibid. 
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Korean Boy / Girl band artists are now performing all over the world.3 In fact, some 

are able to compete with other well-known global artists from the United 

States. This reveals the success of South Korea in carrying out cultural diplomacy 

with the aim of introducing their country to the international community. 

Indonesia often uses culture in soft diplomacy. Various goals are targeted 

to be achieved through cultural diplomacy. One of them is to create a nation 

branding in the international community. As we know, Indonesia currently has 

some bad reputations that influence its reputation as a country in the International 

community. One of them is Indonesia's poor reputation as a corrupt country. 

Indonesia is currently ranked 89th as the least corrupt country of 175 countries, 

according to the 2018 Perceptions Index report by Transparency International.4 

That means, Indonesia is still underdeveloped as a country that is free from 

corruption. Soeharto's bad reputation, which was listed as the most corrupt leader 

in the world by the UN, also added a list of Indonesia's bad image on corruption 

issues.5 In addition, several incidents of terrorism that occur almost every year also 

make Indonesia known as a "terrorist creator" country. Included the various 

incidents of human rights violations that occurred in Indonesia since Soekarno's 

time. These bad reputations stand out in the eyes of the world, as if closing the good 

image of Indonesia, which is also known as one of the largest democracies. For this 

                                                
3 Alfreda, Ega, “Dubes Korea Bicara Soal Demam K-pop yang Melanda Anak Muda di 
Indonesia”, Tribun News, Available from http://jakarta.tribunnews.com/2018/10/04/dubes-korea-
bicara-soal-demam-k-pop-yang-melanda-anak-muda-di-indonesia#gref; accessed 17 January 2019. 
4 “Indonesia Corruption Rank 2018”, Transparency International, 
https://www.transparency.org/country/IDN, accessed 7 June 2019. 
5  “The World’s All-Time Most Corrupt Leaders”, Forbes International, 
https://www.forbes.com/2004/03/25/cx_vc_corruptslide.html#480caa3f4f07, accessed 7 June 
2019. 
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reason, the Indonesian government needs to carry out cultural diplomacy to be able 

to highlight the good image of Indonesia in the eyes of the world. So that 

cultural diplomacy is needed to be able to bring Indonesia's good image to the 

international community. Various efforts have been made by the Indonesian 

government in carrying out cultural diplomacy. 

The establishment of cultural centers spread throughout the world, such as 

the 'Rumah Budaya Indonesia' program by the Indonesian Ministry of Education 

and Culture is just an example.6 This program has been running since 2012, based 

on the government's awareness in maintaining and introducing the existence of 

Indonesian culture to the international community. The Indonesian government 

hopes that through the Rumah Budaya Indonesia program it can help facilitate the 

process of cultural diplomacy between Indonesia and other countries. At present, 

all Indonesian Embassies that have an Education and Cultural Attache are equipped 

with the Rumah Budaya Indonesia program. Actually these efforts have been good 

and more or less illustrate the good side of Indonesia to the world. But cultural 

diplomacy by using traditional dances and music can be said to be less effective 

because until now there is no significant impact that has occurred on Indonesian 

nation branding. Indonesia needs to innovate its cultural diplomacy so that it can be 

better known by foreign society. It reflected on the success of various countries that 

carried out cultural diplomacy in very innovative ways such as South Korea with 

its K-POP Wave. Even so, it needs to be realized that cultural diplomacy using the 

                                                
6  “Pengembangan Rumah Budaya Indonesia”, Kementrian Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan 
Direktorat Jenderal Kebudayaan https://kebudayaan.kemdikbud.go.id/ditwdb/pengembangan-
rumah-budaya-indonesia/, accessed 27 April 2019. 
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popular music industry can be very expensive to be implemented by developing 

countries like Indonesia. For this reason, the government must look for other 

cultural potential that is more innovative and can be effectively used as part of 

cultural diplomacy. One way to do this is to use gastrodiplomacy.  

Food and eating culture are the key to Indonesian diplomacy because eating 

is the basic need of every human being for their lives. Thus, in this way Indonesia 

can be easier to introduce its country's identity through a plate of its typical food to 

foreign communities. For this reason, culinary is a tool of diplomacy that can be 

used by Indonesia in achieving certain goals, one of which is to enhance the good 

image of Indonesia. Indonesian special taste is the main attraction for foreign 

tourists to come to Indonesia to be able to experience Nusantara cuisine directly. 

The diversity of tastes possessed by Indonesian cuisine can highlight the diversity 

of cultures that exist in Indonesia. Thus this diplomacy can strengthen the image of 

Indonesia as a successful democracy. This good image will create a positive impact 

on various sectors such as increasing the country's economy and increasing the 

number of foreign tourists to Indonesia. 
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1.2  Research Question 

This study focuses on gastrodiplomacy conducted by Indonesia through 

various programs. Gastrodiplomacy is thus considered as sof power that is available 

for Indonesia in its foreign policy particularly in pursuing public diplomacy. With 

such background, this study addresses this following question: how does 

gastrodiplomacy contribute to Indonesia’s public diplomacy? 

 

1.3 Research Purposes 

This thesis has the following research purposes: 

1. To describe the diversity and competitiveness of Indonesian culinary in the 

global community  

 2. To analyze the use of gastrodiplomacy in Indonesia’s public diplomacy 

 

1.4 Research Significant 

1. To contribute intellectually to the discussion about the potential of Nusantara 

culinary as soft power and public diplomacy  

2. To expand the study of gastrodiplomacy by using the case of Indonesian public 

diplomacy 

  

1.5  Research Outlines 

This research is organized based on the following outline: 

1. Chapter I Introduction 
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Introduction chapter consists the background of the selection of research topics, 

discussed with the formulation of the problem that will be reviewed in detail 

in this study, the final goal of the formulation of the problem to be achieved in 

research, the usefulness of research, and the last is systematic reform. 

 

2. Chapter II Theoretical Framework 

In this chapter, the study will explain the foundation of this research. Chapter II 

contain the theoretical and conceptual basis that will be used and needed in studying 

deeper research. Explanation of the theory and concept will further help research 

and discussion of the formulation of the problems raised in research based on the 

theoretical basis, so that the resulting research can produce answers that are also 

supported by data sources that have ascertained the truth. 

 

3. Chapter III Research Methods 

This chapter describes the research method, that include all things related to the 

process and study of this  research. In this chapter, it also contains the method of 

research that has been done, the type of research used, the scope of the research that 

contains the time and location of research, data collection techniques, and data 

analysis techniques. With this explanation, it is expected to be able to provide 

information to the reader regarding the correctness of the research based on the 

study of literature and in accordance with the research methods described. 

 

4. Chapter IV Discussion 
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This chapter contains the core parts of this research. Chapter IV is the most 

important chapter because in this chapter, the study will explain the depth 

about the object under study. In this chapter also will be seen the continuity between 

the theories and concepts described in chapter II so that it can be expected to 

produce appropriate answers from the formulation of the problems raised in the 

related research. 

 

5. Chapter V Conclusions  

This last chapter will contains conclusions from the study as well as suggestions 

that discuss the received phenomenon. In addition, in Chapter V the study is also 

required to draw conclusions that have been taken from the results of the research 

which is the answer to the formulation of the problem that has been formulated 

from the beginning of the study. In Chapter V the study must also suggest 

recommendations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


