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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background 

 The Indian Ocean is one of the most strategic oceans in the world. It 

covers approximately 20 percent of the world’s water with a total area of around 

68.56 million kilometer square.1 The global significance of Indian Ocean is 

further reiterated through the fact that this ocean has abundance of minerals as 

well as provides half of the world’s total fish catch, fifty five percent of the 

earth’s oil reserves, and forty percent of world’s natural gas reserves.2 Aside from 

its abundant resources, as the world’s third largest water coverage, Indian Ocean 

connects three out of five continents, namely Africa, Asia, and Australia. 

Subsequently, the ocean remains an important area for international trade and 

transport, controlling half of the world’s container ships, one third of the world’s 

bulk cargo traffic, and two thirds of the world’s oil shipment.3 Not only Indian 

Ocean is a major trade route, the region also serves as an attractive market with 

over 2.7 billion populations or over 30 percent of the world’s population.4  

 The insecurity within the Indian Ocean can be simplified into two main 

sources. The first is the region’s exposure to geopolitical threat. Considering its 

potential and strategic location, it is no surprise that the ocean is prone to political 

																																																								
1 Vijay Sakhuja and Kapil Narula. (2016). Maritime Safety and Security in Indian Ocean. 

New Delhi: Vij Books India Pvt Ltd, pp.11-12.  
2 Ibid. 
3 Ibid. 
4 Thean Potgieter. (2012). Institute for Security Studies Paper no. 236; Maritime security in 

the Indian Ocean: strategic setting and features. [online] africaportal.org. Available at: 
https://www.africaportal.org/documents/8319/Paper236.pdf. [Accessed 24 Feb. 2018]. 
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contestations.5 The other source of insecurity is the instability within some littoral 

and hinterland countries around the ocean, which also relates to piracy, illegal 

fishing, human and drug trafficking, arms smuggling, terrorism, marine pollution, 

and climate change.6 

 The idea of Indian Ocean Rim Initiative originated when a former 

president of South Africa, Nelson Mandela, during his visit to India in 1995 

declared:  

the natural urge of the facts of history and geography…should 
broaden itself to include the concept of an Indian Ocean Rim for 
socio-economic co-operation and other peaceful endeavors. 
Recent changes in the international system demand that the 
countries of the Indian Ocean shall become a single platform.7  
 
 

 Established on 7 March 1997, Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA)– 

formerly known as Indian Ocean Rim Association for Regional Cooperation 

(IOR-ARC) – is an inter-governmental organization aiming at enhancing mutually 

beneficial cooperation among the littoral states of the Indian Ocean for the 

purpose of promoting sustained growth and balanced development within the 

region.8 Consisting of 21 member states, the region consists of a vast political, 

economic, and cultural diversity. Having collective interests in tackling both 

traditional and non-traditional issues and accelerating economic growth, members 

of IORA agreed on specifying a priority area for the organization. Accordingly, 
																																																								

5 Frans-Paul van der Putten, Thorsten Wetzling, and Susanne Kamerling. (2014). 
Geopolitics and Maritime Security in the Indian Ocean. [online] Clingendael.org. Available at: 
https://www.clingendael.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/Geopolitics%20and%20Maritime%20Security
%20in%20the%20Indian%20Ocean.pdf [Accessed 24 Feb. 2018]. 

6 Ibid. 
7 Edward A. Alpers. (2014). The Indian Ocean in World History. New York: Oxford 

University Press, p. 143.  
8 Iora.net. (2018). Overview – Indian Ocean Rim Association – IORA. [online] Available at: 

http://www.iora.net/en/priorities-focus-areas/overview [Accessed 24 Feb. 2018]. 
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IORA identifies six priority areas to steer the conduct of the regional association, 

which include Maritime Safety and Security, Trade and Investment Facilitation, 

Fishery Management, Disaster Risk Management, Academic, Science and 

Technology, Tourism and Cultural Exchange, and two focus areas, Blue Economy 

as well as women’s Economic Empowerment.9  

 Indonesia is an archipelagic state located in a strategic and dynamic 

location, lying between the Indian Ocean and Pacific Ocean. Subsequently, the 

country is among the 21 member states of IORA. Just like other IORA countries, 

Indonesia is also facing similar maritime challenges. 

 Despite being the world’s largest archipelagic country, Indonesia still has 

not developed its full potential in responding to its maritime challenges. 

Regardless of the country’s geostrategic location, lack of connectivity as well as 

poor port infrastructure has become a drawback for Indonesia’s maritime trade 

and commerce as the cost of logistics becomes prohibitively expensive.10 Also, 

Indonesia’s naval capabilities are still not sufficient enough in safeguarding its 

maritime security to better protect its maritime assets, sea-lanes, and territorial 

water. The country’s vulnerable sea borders are projected from unresolved border 

problems, illegal fishing, and maritime piracy and robberies happening in 

Indonesia seawater. Supporting this fact, according to the Ministry of Marine and 

Fishery, the number of captured illegal fishing boats has drastically increased to 

																																																								
9 Ibid. 
10 Thean Potgieter. (2012). Institute for Security Studies Paper no. 236; Maritime security 

in the Indian Ocean: strategic setting and features. [online] africaportal.org. Available at: 
https://www.africaportal.org/documents/8319/Paper236.pdf. [Accessed 24 Feb. 2018]. 
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115 boats in 2014, about 3.6 times of the number in the previous year.11  

 Under Joko Widodo’s presidency, fostering the country’s maritime 

identity as a maritime power and archipelagic nation has become one focus of 

Indonesia’s foreign policy. In response to the country’s internal and external 

maritime challenges, Jokowi denotes the importance of promoting Indonesia’s 

maritime identity as stated within his vision-mission for Indonesia.12 Jokowi’s 

ambitious vision was officially introduced to the world through his statement 

when the president himself declared the concept of Indonesia as a Global 

Maritime Fulcrum and its five strategic pillars during the 9th East Asia Summit in 

November 2014.13 The five key pillars are as follow: 

1. Rebuilding Indonesia maritime culture.  

2. Maintaining and managing Indonesia marine resources, with the focus of 

building marine food sovereignty through the development of the fishing 

industry. 

3. Prioritizing the development of maritime infrastructure and connectivity. 

This includes building sea highways, reconstructing deep seaports and 

logistical networks, and developing the fishing and shipping industries as 

well as the maritime tourism. 

4. Intensifying maritime diplomacy to enhance maritime cooperation with 

partner countries. This cooperation aims to tackle illegal fishing, border 

																																																								
11 Iis Gindarsah and Adhi Priamarizki. (2018). Indonesia’s Maritime Doctrine and Security 

Concerns. [online] Rsis.edu.sg. Available at: https://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-
content/uploads/2015/04/PR150409_Indonesias-Maritime-Doctrine.pdf [Accessed 25 Feb. 2018]. 

12 Ibid. 
13 Beritasatu.com. (2014). Ini Doktrin Jokowi di KTT Asia Timur. [online] Available at: 

http://www.beritasatu.com/nasional/224809-ini-doktrin-jokowi-di-ktt-asia-timur.html [Accessed 
25 Feb. 2018]. 
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and territorial disputes, piracy, and sea pollution. 

5. Strengthening Indonesia’s maritime defense capability to better safeguard 

its maritime sovereignty, maritime resources, and the safety of navigation 

and maritime security.14 

 

 Recalling the five key pillars of Jokowi’s Global Maritime Doctrine, it can 

be seen that Jokowi’s strategic interest for the country corresponds to the agenda 

of IORA, as both seek to promote sustained economic growth, enhance capacity 

building, and strengthen cooperation in tackling both traditional and non-

traditional maritime issues for the purpose of maritime safety and security. 

Furthermore, from year 2015 to 2017, Indonesia was granted the position of 

chairmanship within the organization. 15  Thus, this position opened greater 

opportunities for Indonesia to accommodate its Global Maritime Fulcrum (GMF) 

agenda.  

 Based on the background described above, the writer would like to 

propose a research with the title of  “The Strategic Importance of Indian Ocean 

Rim Association to Joko Widodo’s Vision of Global Maritime Fulcrum.” 

Accordingly, this paper will analyze the strategic importance of the Indian Ocean 

Rim Association with regard to Joko Widodo’s vision of Global Maritime 

Fulcrum. 

 

																																																								
14 Ibid. 
15 Astari Dewi Widyawati. (2016). Kepemimpinan Indonesia Di Indian Ocean Rim 

Association (IORA) Dalam Mendukung Kebijakan Indonesia Sebagai Poros Maritim Dunia. 
Undergraduate. Universitas Hasanuddin Makassar. 
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1.2 Research Question 

 Corresponding to the problem stated in the background section, the 

research question is formulated as follow: 

1. What is Joko Widodo’s vision of Global Maritime Fulcrum? 

2. What is the strategic importance of IORA to Joko Widodo’s vision of 

Global Maritime Fulcrum? 

 

1.3 Research Objectives 

 Based on the research question stated above, the objectives of this research 

are: 

1. To explain Joko Widodo’s vision of Global Maritime Fulcrum. 

2. To analyze the strategic importance of the Indian Ocean Rim Association 

to Joko Widodo’s vision of Global Maritime Fulcrum. 

 

 Subsequently, this research will provide insight into Jokowi’s vision of 

Global Maritime Fulcrum for Indonesia as well as the Indian Ocean Rim 

Association, specifically the purpose of this complex organization. Furthermore, 

this research will also examine how Indonesia, under Jokowi’s presidency, 

utilizes IORA in fulfilling the GMF vision through focusing on his term of 

chairmanship in the organization. Analyzing the chairmanship term aims at 

providing better insight in terms of the strategic importance of the Indian Ocean 

Rim Association to Joko Widodo’s GMF. 
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1.4 Research Significance 

 The research study could serve as a reference to the development of the 

discipline of international relations in the future, especially in maritime studies. 

This research hopefully may become an input for all parties and policy makers 

relevant to the study. Additionally, this research becomes a model for how 

international relations theory may be applied in actual practices. The research 

would be beneficial in providing explanation on how certain factors may affect 

foreign policy behaviors. 

 

1.5 Thesis Structure 

 The structure of this thesis is divided into five chapters. The Introduction, 

as the first chapter, will give a brief explanation on the Indian Ocean and interlink 

it with the establishment of the Indian Ocean Rim Association. Not only that, this 

chapter also explains briefly about the Global Maritime Fulcrum of Joko Widodo 

to see the linkage between the GMF vision and the agenda of IORA. In addition, 

this chapter contains the research questions and research objectives that contain 

all aspects that will be answered in this study. This chapter also elaborates the 

significance and the systematic writing of the research. 

 The next chapter, the Analytical Framework, will serve as the foundation 

from which all knowledge is constructed for this research.  This chapter will be 

divided into two parts, the literature review and the theoretical framework.  The 

literature review provides analysis of similar studies that have been conducted 

previously which will serve as a comprehensive framework for the research. 
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Whereas the theoretical framework will elaborate some IR theories that are 

relevant to the studies and thus will serve as a guideline for the formulation of the 

data analysis carried out by the author later in the discussion part.  

 The third chapter is the Methodology. This chapter will give explanations 

related to how and what method this study uses. Furthermore, it will summarize 

the research approach taken by the author, the techniques and ways the authors 

collected data, as well as the techniques and methods used by the author to 

process and analyze the data. 

 Chapter IV, Analysis, processes and provides in-depth analysis on the 

results from the data collection to answer the research questions. The author will 

first elaborate the Jokowi’s vision of Global Maritime Fulcrum as well as the 

Indian Ocean Rim Association in detail. Then, the author will show the 

correlation between the two and give some analysis regarding the contribution of 

IORA to Joko Widodo’s GMF based on all data that have been collected. All 

forms of research results and discussion will be based on international relations 

theories. 

 Lastly, Chapter V is a summary of the previous four chapters as well as 

the conclusions from this study. This chapter contains a summary of all research 

results and explains the results of the research in a simpler way but more 

specifically and in a more direct sentence. In addition, this chapter will also 

contain suggestions that the author can provide relevant to the study. 

 

 


