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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background 

Sex trafficking is identified as a form of labor and human trafficking, it is the 

unlawful act of transporting, recruiting, and transferring people between places with 

the intention to exploit and employ them with inhumane working conditions. Victims 

of sex trafficking are often taken by force, held in captivity, and receive little to no pay 

for their services. Often, they are kidnapped or misled through job opportunities. Sex 

traffickers target those who are looking to be employed and are willing to go abroad in 

efforts to provide for their family. After taken, victims of sex trafficking are frequently 

drugged and forced to partake in sexual acts without their approval (otherwise known 

as rape). Furthermore, all their legal documents and identifications are either 

confiscated or changed without their knowledge.1 The means of how sex trafficking 

can be conducted is commonly through the act of coercion, threat, force, and violence. 

Aside from the previously stated points, sex traffickers will inflict violence on their 

victims in order to get them to do what is asked; they will abuse their power and offer 

benefits to the victims that do not amount to the force that is imposed on them.2 

 
1 Nataliya Opanovych. "Human Trafficking for Sex Exploitation in Thailand." Securitologia 23, 

no. 1 (2016): 103-10. doi:10.5604/01.3001.0009.2972. 
2 Liam.McLaughlin. "United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime." Integrity in the Criminal 

Justice System. Accessed February 26, 2019. https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-

trafficking/what-is-human-trafficking.html. 
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 Developing countries such as Thailand specifically, is a hub for human 

trafficking; sex trafficking and other forms of human trafficking and human rights 

violations are common occurrences there.3 Thailand as an emerging market, aims to 

develop their economy and prioritizes that above all else, thus, they have a high demand 

for cheap and efficient labor. This hunger for cheap and efficient labor is a leading 

cause of sex trafficking;  

Thailand looks to their neighboring countries and conducts a “push and pull” 

factor. They “pull” workers from other countries such as Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar 

and more, offering them employment, while those countries “push” them out of the 

country.4 Secondly, Thailand is among many countries whose history consists of the 

degradation of women, this is also a cause of the rise of sex trafficking seeing that it 

mostly affects women and children. Thirdly, the migration of people through 

undocumented channels makes it easier for traffickers to seek and abduct their next 

victims.  

Many migrant workers traveling in and out Thailand travel undocumented and 

this is where they are tricked into accepting other job opportunities. Thailand is also 

considered one of the largest hubs for sex trafficking because sex services are offered 

in bars, karaoke places, massage salons, and even restaurants. When on the streets of 

 
3 Opanovych. "Human Trafficking for Sex Exploitation in Thailand."(2016). 
4 Ibid. 
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Thailand, their nightlife consists of constant offers of sex services and employment, 

many of which, involve underage workers.5 

 Due to the high levels of corruption and government contribution to the 

concealment of sex trafficking, it made it difficult for victims to take their cases to 

court. In addition, government officials of Thailand also fail to distinguish which 

people are victims. Often when victims take their cases to court after the violation of 

their human rights, they are instead criminally accused for prostitution, or if 

undocumented (which they often are), get deported out of Thailand for their 

undocumented labor.6 

 As seen from previous stated statements, courts in Thailand are rarely 

accessible, however, in the rare cases that victims can file their case, they are contained 

in a state institution throughout the whole period of their case. Furthermore, unless 

victims have the means to pay for legal representation, the state are unable to do so. 

This complicated process is only made so with the intention of creating panic among 

victims so that they will no longer seek protection or justice, as this will lead to public 

outrage.7 

 In 2017, however, laws against human trafficking (sex trafficking included) 

began to be strictly enforced. Government began to act more and arrested many sex 

trafficker suspects; the number of suspects decreased from 370 to 336, for Thailand 

 
5 Ibid. 
6 Ibid. 
7 Ibid. 
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that is an increasing step to tackling the issue of sex trafficking.8 Not only did the 

number of suspects decrease, the number of victims also declined from 370 to 336.9 In 

addition to the government, the UN also works alongside in efforts to address the issue 

on sex trafficking.  

 The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) aid states in drafting 

laws and strategies to implement these laws against sex trafficking.10 Regarding the sex 

trafficking issues in Thailand, both the government and UNODC have worked 

alongside one another through UNODC’S Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish 

Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, otherwise known as the 

Palermo Protocol. This protocol provides the widely known and international definition 

of human trafficking and was established with the aim of preventing and combatting a 

crime as such. Furthermore, this protocol works to deal with such issues by providing 

groundwork intended to establish policies that criminalize human trafficking while also 

ensuring the protection of victims. The Palermo does so by encouraging the 

advancement of prevention measures and urge states to create thorough programs, 

policies, and to conduct more research to combat human trafficking. The Palermo 

Protocol is also incredibly influential towards Thailand’s efforts seeing that they 

promote both interstate and intrastate cooperation. UNODC first adopted this protocol 

 
8 "Executive Summary." Thailand's Country Report on Anti-human Trafficking Response. 
9 Ibid. 
10 McLaughlin. "United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime."  
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in the early 2000s, which they did not put into force until 2003.11 Thailand was able to 

be a part of this protocol because later that year on December 25th, Thailand had been 

the 158th country to sign it. However, it was not until October 17, 2013 that Thailand 

officially ratified it.   

 

1.2 Research Question  

In accordance to the previously stated points, the writer asks the following research 

question:  

How does the implementation of the Palermo Protocol contribute to the tackle of sex 

trafficking in Thailand?  

 

1.3 Research Objective  

The objective of this research is to examine the issue on sex trafficking in  

Thailand and how significant the matter really is towards their nation, and what it has 

done for both the traffickers and the victims. This research will look closely into the 

different ways Thailand along with UNODC has acted to tackle this issue. In addition, 

this research will discuss the causes and reasons on the matter, and in what ways the 

efforts to address the issue has impacted Thailand; it will examine the ways it has 

 
11 Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and 

Children, Supplementing the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime. 

(NY: UNODC, 2000). 
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reduced or stabilized the issue and compare the conditions of Thailand regarding sex 

trafficking, then and now.  

 

1.4 Research Contribution  

The significance and goal of this research is to provide insight on the issues of sex 

trafficking in Thailand and how serious the matter really is. Seeing that Thailand is one 

of the biggest hubs for human trafficking, this research aims to examine closely on why 

that is, and how UNODC has collaborated with Thailand to address those issues. In 

addition, this research topic is highly significant towards creating more ways in which 

sex trafficking could be tackled as it will talk plenty about the ways that it has already 

been addressed. Through the coverage of sex trafficking in Thailand and the different 

ways the matter has been combated in this research paper, this research will be 

beneficial not only for students, but for others in the public as they will be more aware 

on the matter at hand and realize why and how it happens, and what has really been 

done and could be done to further combat sex trafficking.  

 

1.5 Structure of Writing  

The first chapter, titled as the introduction, establishes the general outline of the 

topic discuss in the research that includes the background of the topic, the research 

questions, the objectives of the research and sets out the purpose of the thesis.  

The second chapter, the framework of thinking, implements the theory and 

concepts of international relations that are used to analyze the collaboration between 
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UNODC and Thailand to combat its sex trafficking issues. This chapter also provides 

and categorize academic writings that have been assessed that relate to the conditions 

in Thailand, especially for the discussion of UNODC and sex trafficking.  

The third chapter, the research methodology, develop a comprehensive explanation 

on the research approach, method of research and data collection that is used to 

assemble the necessary qualitative data in the research. Additionally, this chapter 

establish the data analysis method used to analyze the data collected in order to answer 

the research question of the thesis.  

The fourth chapter, the analysis, provides the analysis of the research which is on 

the collaboration of UNODC and Thailand in tackling the issue of sex trafficking in 

Thailand. This chapter presents all the data that is collected and analyze them through 

the international relations theory and concept. The result of the analysis is used to 

answer the research question of the thesis.  

The fifth chapter, the conclusion and recommendations, delivers the summary of 

the research gathered in chapter four and concludes the result of the analysis. In 

addition, the chapter also provides recommendations that can be used in further studies 

of the topic and to also aid in the efforts of Thailand and UNODC to eradicate sex 

trafficking in the country and the region.  

  


