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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 

Within the scope of international relations, there is no denying that the 

United States is a major actor in the international arena. We can see from its 

involvement in various fields of the world such as, international politics, military 

actions, and the international economy that the United States has immense power 

that can heavily influence the international system. There are numerous nations 

that treat the United States as their most important ally, as there is a dependency 

in their foreign policy to pursue their national interest and South Korea is 

evidently among such nations. 

The origin of their alliance goes all the way back to the establishment of 

South Korea in 1945 after the Japanese empire surrendered in World War Two. 

During the transition from the Second World War to the Cold War, the United 

States entered the Korean Peninsula from the south and the Soviet Union entered 

from the north.1 Thus two different regimes were formed based on their ideologies, 

a Democratic regime was formed in South Korea and a Communist regime was 

formed in North Korea. Ever since then, both sides were constantly at each other’s 

throat, wanting to unite the entire peninsula with their own ideology and the 

 

 

1 “The U.S.-South Korea Alliance,” Council on Foreign Relations, October 13, 2011. 

https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/us-south-korea-alliance. 
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climax of the tension finally erupted when North Korean forces invaded the South 

on June 25th, 1950. 2 

The North Korean armed forces received a tremendous amount of 

resources from Soviet Union to prepare for the war and the invasion was approved 

by the Soviet leader, Joseph Stalin, at that time. South Korean troops were 

hopelessly outmatched and outgunned, and the element of surprise almost 

completely obliterated the entire South Korean territory until the United States 

and a coalition force of over 50 nations, led by General MacArthur intervened to 

fight against the invading North Korean troops. 3  The intervention helped the 

South Korean troops to push back the invaders and reclaim their lost territories. 

The coalition force almost took control of the whole Korean peninsula, until 

Chinese forces entered from the Northern border. The Korean War became a 

stalemate when neither side was able to make any progress. In 1953, both sides 

came to a ceasefire agreement, and one of the bloodiest conflicts in the Korean 

Peninsula’s history came to a temporary end, where both sides were divided at the 

38th parallel line.4 

After the Korean War, the United States forces remained in South Korea 

to assist in the conflict management. Ever since then, the governments of the 

United States and South Korea collaborated on numerous occasions to maintain 

 

 

2 Lee, Samsung, "The Korean War and Civil War: Three Concepts of Civil War," Korean 

Political Science Review 47, no. 5, 2013 
3 William Stueck, Rethinking the Korean War: A New Diplomatic and Strategic History. 

(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2013),. 
4 Scott Marquette, Korean Conflict. (Vero Beach, FL: Rourke Pub, 2003),. 
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the stability in the peninsula, by conducting activities such as military exercises 

and exchanging information to stand firm against the North Korean government.5 

Ever since the United States stepped foot in the Korean Peninsula, their primary 

concern in terms of the region’s conflict management was maintaining security by 

ensuring that the South Korean government had the capacity and the capability to 

stand against North Korea if both sides ever went to war again. This was the 

common pattern of the role of the United States in the Korean Peninsula 

throughout the modern history, until President Trump took the Oval Office in 

2016. 

 When a former businessman suddenly became the leader of the most 

powerful country in the world, everyone around the globe could not predict what 

was going to happen to nations that had close US ties, because he firmly pushed 

forward his American first foreign policy agenda and the dynamic of the United 

States-South Korea alliance was expected to change drastically as well. President 

Donald Trump shocked the world when he met with the Supreme Leader of North 

Korea, Kim Jong-un, at a Peace Summit in Singapore in 2018. This was a historic 

moment, as it was the very first time the leaders of the United States and North 

Korea met in person.6 Furthermore, the governments of South Korea, North Korea, 

 

 

5 "US, South Korea Agree to Continue Exploring Peace-building Measures." Radio 

Pakistan. Accessed February 26, 2019. http://www.radio.gov.pk/28-06-2018/us-south-korea-agree-

to-continue-exploring-peace-building-measures. 
6 "U.S.-North Korea Summit." Council on Foreign Relations. Accessed February 26, 2019. 

https://www.cfr.org/conference-calls/us-north-korea-summit. 
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and the United States made a joint declaration of the denuclearization of the 

Korean Peninsula.7  

 The relevant actors that are involved in the new direction of conflict 

management, where they would focus their efforts on getting rid of Nuclear 

weapons, within the Korean Peninsula have been showing consistent effort to 

achieve lasting peace in the region, and the world is anticipating a drastic change 

in the role of the United States within this matter. 

 The topic of the Korean Peninsula’s conflict management is a great 

representation of the reality of international relations. The Korean War is arguably 

the first major conflict of the Cold War, and the division of the Korean Peninsula 

is still present to this day. While we are taking a deeper look at the topic, the 

readers and keen scholars will have an invaluable opportunity to study about the 

involvements of external parties and how it affects the direction of the conflict 

management. The general public will wonder why nations other than the host 

countries of the Korean peninsula, the North and the South, are involved as 

stakeholders in this particular case, but that is the reality of most global affairs 

taking place in the world today. This research will prove to be a useful study case 

on why stakeholders tend to involve external elements, such as superpowers, and 

how their interests can affect our everyday life even for those who are living in 

different parts of the globe. Moreover, the case has been around since the days of 

 

 

7 "U.S. Policy Toward the Korean Peninsula." Council on Foreign Relations. Accessed 

February 26, 2019. https://www.cfr.org/report/us-policy-toward-korean-peninsula. 
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the Cold War and as the world entered a new era, we will have a chance to 

understand how different circumstances affected the situation in the Korean 

Peninsula that can be applied to other regions as well. 

 

1.2 Research Questions 

Based on the topic explained above, I would like to ask the following 

research questions, 

1. How has the foreign policy of the U.S affected South Korea? 

2. What is the role of the U.S within the Korean Peninsula’s conflict 

management? 

3. What are the U.S interests in the Korean Peninsula’s conflict management? 

 

1.3 Research Objective 

 The objective of the research is to discover how the United States is 

involved in the overall conflict management, by taking a deeper look at how the 

United States comes in to make a certain contribution to the cause. Furthermore, 

this research will reveal how President Trump’s actions are different from his 

predecessors on this matter and how his decisions affected the dynamic of the 

conflict management in the Korean peninsula. 

 In terms of the objectives of the research questions, the first research 

question is meant to see how the foreign policy of the United States influences the 

actions of South Korea in the context of the ongoing conflict management. This 
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will be a good chance to discover how the actions of superpowers can determine 

the outcome of their allies in the international system. 

 The second research question is to uncover the role of the United States in 

the ongoing conflict management to understand why an external party has to be 

involved in a different country’s situation. This will also help to spread awareness 

of the burden of superpowers that can be present in many parts of the world. 

 The third and the last research question will focus on what motivates the 

United States to keep its presence in the Korean Peninsula’s conflict management 

that has been going on for several centuries. Furthermore, this research question 

will prove that how the shifting international system can evolve a certain interest 

of a state. Such phenomenon is common in the world of international relations, 

and the readers will learn how the ever-changing nature of international relations 

can affect the actions of the states.  

 

1.4 Research Contribution 

 This research is intended to highlight how a great power is able to assert 

its influence in international conflict management in the world of international 

relations, by taking a closer look at how the United States is able to determine the 

stability of the Korean peninsula and how it deals with the relevant actors in the 

region. The topic will serve as an insightful example, as the United States 

consistently invests a substantial amount of its resources and manpower to ensure 

the conflict management which is taking place in the Korean peninsula. I 

genuinely hope that this research will be useful for understanding the foreign 
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policy decision-making process, as it studies how the latest administration of the 

United States has been handling the matter and thus giving the audience a clue of 

what to expect in the distant future in the Korean Peninsula in terms of its conflict 

management status. Moreover, the research will help to enlighten keen 

International Relations students and scholars alike who wish to know more about 

the significance of great powers in the international community, using the United 

States as a clear example to see its role in the current international system. With 

elements of International Relations and information on how great powers can 

have significant roles in other nations’ affairs, this research is expected to be 

educational for the general public as well. 

 

1.5 Thesis Structure 

 The first chapter, titled “INTRODUCTION”, touches upon the general 

information of the current situation of the topic, so that the readers can get the 

essential idea of what is taking place and what to expect as the research goes 

deeper and deeper. 

 The second chapter, titled “LITERATURE AND THEORETICAL 

REVIEW”, uses of external sources to have a better understanding of relevant 

concepts that are frequently mentioned in the topic. Moreover, it will make use of 

theories that can explain the phenomenon of the topic. Thus, international 

relations theories and concepts will be introduced to show how they fit in the big 

picture. 
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 The third chapter, titled “METHODOLOGY”, explains the methods and 

steps of research which I will adopt to analyse the topic. This will help to 

showcase why certain methods are useful for the kind of research that will be 

implemented to comprehend the topic. 

 The forth chapter, titled “ANALYSIS”, studies the specific areas that are 

highly relevant to the topic and they will act as possible sources of information 

which will provide the missing pieces to answer the research questions of the 

topic. In addition, this section will make use of the research methods that will 

assist in uncovering the answers by focusing on essential elements of the topic. 

 The fifth and the final chapter, titled “CONCLUSION”, is where the thesis 

wraps up the information that has been shared to that point and pinpoint the 

answers of the research questions by using the elements that have been brought in 

to this topic. Furthermore, it is also where I am able to provide recommendations 

with my understanding of the theme and share my frank thoughts on the topic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


