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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1.Background 

The debates of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, Intersexual, and 

Asexual+ (LGBTQIA+) or LGBT+ in short, has been captured within many 

premodern historic that comes in the form of literature, including documented 

cultures, song lyrics, diplomatic notes and even religious books.  

In Greek mythology, there are various deities and important characters that 

capture interest from both the LGBT+ community and mythology enthusiast. These 

characters, namely: The Great Warrior (Achilles), Son of River God (Narcissus), God 

of Music, Poetry and Prophecy (Apollo), God of Trade, Wealth and Luck (Hermes), 

God of Wine (Dionysius), Goddess of Hunting (Artemis), even Zeus and Poseidon 

themselves were captured in several stories with same-sex companion or lover.
1
 

Though never stated explicitly, some shows clear acts of homosexuality, Artemis for 

instance; even when Artemis is known for her relationship with Orion the Hunter, she 

had many female nymphs maiden around her that often portrayed as Artemis’ brides 

or representation of the special relationship between deities and their maiden.
2
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Before they had gone to bed, all the men from every part of the city of Sodom—both 

young and old—surrounded the house. They called to Lot, “Where are the men who 

came to you tonight? Bring them out to us so that we can have sex with them.3 
 

In religious perspective, although debatable, the book of Genesis chapter 19 

often recalled for being related to homosexuality, verse four to five shows a strong 

statement of how religious books portrayed homosexuality and how the rest of 

chapter 19 became a strong point of disagreement from the religious community 

against the LGBT+ community. Within similar roots, two other Abrahamic religions, 

Islam and Judaism also captured the community as unnatural sinful behaviours.
4
  

In recent years LGBT+ rights have been debatable on many levels, both in 

individual, national, and international level. It is very common for people to have an 

argument on the issue of LGBT+ community, because of their stances, and for 

numbers of people, the idea of supporting their rights might go against their 

conservative cultures, religious beliefs, norms and several morality standards that 

society created. In addition to that, it is often to found people, especially in the older 

generation goes against LGBT+ rights, because they believe that LGBT+ is the one to 

blame when it comes to Sexual Transmitted Diseases (STDs) and other immoral acts; 

in South Korea for example, South Korean teenagers that came out as a part of the 

community are prone to the risk of being unemployed or even homeless because the 
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older generations reject their presences.
5
 These prolonged debates happen due to their 

controversial status and history in society. Nevertheless, there has been a significant 

amount of globally circulated LGBT+ pro movement, advocating their rights as a 

human being that should be fulfilled. 

Their rights advocacy mainly focuses on stopping the discrimination against 

LGBT+ including but not limited to the rights to live, access to education, marriage, 

adoption, parenting, military service, and to the simplest rights, to access public 

places. The progress of its movement can be seen as a huge success for several 

countries, like European countries, United States, and Australia, but to the rest, 

especially to religious-based countries, it is even illegal to be a part of the community 

or continuing the advocacy. The sentence for being or supporting LGBT+ varies from 

imprisonment to capital punishment.
6
 Therefore, the degree of LGBT+ rights 

advocacy varies depending on the openness of the country, thus, some advocate 

solely on social acceptance and some advocate for the legalization of LGBT+ 

marriages.   

On the international level, the struggle of the LGBT+ community was not easy. 

The issue was prominently raised and mentioned internationally back in 1995 at the 

Fourth World Conference on Women, with the result of the Beijing Declaration and 

Platform for Actions. The conference was subtly mentioned LGBT+ issue through 
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Beverley Palesa Ditsie, the first individual that talked about lesbians’ rights in the 

UN.
7
 Ditsie highlighted the fact that women empowerment activists and movements 

were being exclusive towards the lesbians, and for such a long time, the world had 

shut them down, excluded from the society. She believed that the conference was a 

good call to urges other world leaders that lesbians, regardless of their sexuality, are 

women, too. Although Ditsie focused on the rights of lesbians but the same 

proposition of rights of the rest of the LGBT+ community is also important to be 

mentioned and handled by not only local but also international agencies.
8
 

Through the internationally known debates on LGBT+, the UN made several 

resolutions regarding their rights and well-being. One of the resolutions is UN 

Resolution A/RES/57/214 in 2003.  

Reaffirms the obligation of Governments to ensure the protection of the right to life of 

all persons under their jurisdiction, and calls upon Governments concerned to investigate 

promptly and thoroughly all cases of killings committed in the name of passion or in the 

name of honour, all killings committed for any discriminatory reason, including sexual 

orientation, racially motivated violence leading to the death of the victim, killings of 

persons for reasons related to their peaceful activities as human rights defenders or as 

journalists, as well as other cases where a person’s right to life has been violated, and to 

bring those responsible to justice before a competent, independent and impartial 

judiciary and ensure that such killings, including killings committed by security forces, 

paramilitary groups or private forces, are neither condoned nor sanctioned by 

government officials or personnel.
 9 

 

The resolution mainly talked about extrajudicial execution, but on the sixth 

point, they reaffirmed government’s duty to protect all lives without any 
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discrimination, especially to raise their attention for the marginal population that 

deserves their rights to be protected and their justice should be served, the word 

discrimination also pointed out homosexual as minority being.  

Now, we live in an era where the LGBT+ community has its own agenda, and 

the UN, with several other international agencies, helps the realization of those rights 

by holding more international conferences and releasing more legal documents. 

Resolution A/HRC/RES/32/2, for instance, the resolution made in the UN General 

Assembly on Human Rights Council was adopted back in 2016. The assembly 

discusses protection against violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation 

and gender identity.  

The moment LGBT+ became a worldwide discussion, the issue turned into a 

political movement, even on the international level. The heterosexual supporters of 

LGBT+ or what the community called “Allies”, the LGBT+ activist as well as 

individuals are demanding changes of inconsiderate regulations from the authority. 

Their voices began to form to a physical event rather than just a mere idea.  

Currently, 130 countries annually celebrating International Day Against 

Homophobia, Transphobia, and Biphobia (IDAHOT) on May 17th. Even though it 

took place in many countries, the movement is yet to be centralized, but rather due to 

different circumstances of each country, they open an opportunity for the activist to 

give specific input on changes to their government level.
10
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The predecessor of such event, the Pride movement, celebrated annually in 

June. It takes a week to a month-long event to celebrate and commemorate the 

Stonewalls riot, as well as to remind people about LGBT+ rights and liberation.   

International events like IDAHOT and the Pride started to gain more 

international attention in the 2000s. I believe that globalization by its nature 

intensifies the distribution of ideas, interests, and demands related to the LGBT+ 

rights issue. Globalization is known for being a process of the worldly connected 

world, meaning that the world’s economies, cultures, politics, technology, and 

information are intertwined with one another.
11

 With that being said, globalization 

becomes a huge opportunity for anyone to spread ideas, and that includes the ideas 

that the LGBT+ community is trying to bring. 

 

1.2. Research Question 

 Based on the background explained above, the author suggests the following 

research question: 

1. What idea is the LGBT+ community striving to disseminate globally? 

2. How globalization intensifies the rise of LGBT+ political movements? 
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1.3. Research Objectives 

 The main objective of this research is to understand the LGBT+ community 

and the political movement they arise through the identification on the process of 

borderless world, as what we call globalization, that might have the probability to 

affect and intensify the movements, by focusing on the fact that globalization include 

the interconnectedness of world’s technology and knowledge, with globalized 

supported facilities, it is now easier to access any information related to the 

community. The rapidly growing phenomenon is highlighting LGBT+ as a human 

being that all basic rights should be fulfilled in the same way as any heterosexual 

being. 

 

1.4. Research Significance 

 The result of this research will provide an insight into how constructivism 

studies social movements like LGBT+ on a global scale. This research will also 

provide the dynamics of global LGBT+ movement from time to time after being 

influenced by globalization, which includes major events that might affect the 

condition of other countries. In addition to that, this research will discuss the 

importance of communities, international agencies and states itself as a policymaker, 

when it comes to the matter of LGBT+ rights. Therefore, it is anticipated for all the 

readers to get a better understanding not only on the history of LGBT+ but also on 

how the form of movement, activism and advocacy of LGBT+ community evolves. 
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Most importantly, I hope that this research can help students in international relations 

to understand how globalization plays such a big role in the community. 

 

1.5. Research Outline 

 The first chapter of this research represents the overview content of the thesis, 

which includes background of the topic, research questions, the objective of the 

thesis, the purpose and the significance I am trying to achieve.    

 The second chapter of this research contains a theoretical framework that 

consists of international relations theory, concept, and previous literature on LGBT+ 

issues and Globalization. The theory and concepts written in this chapter serve the 

purpose as the foundation of the thesis. On the other hand, the chapter also compares, 

assess, and review the previous research and scholarly article that revolves around the 

topic of the chapter.  

The third chapter contains methodologies and approaches that provide a 

concise explanation of the research approach, method, data collection techniques, and 

data analysis. This chapter also serves as a summary of the process of how this thesis 

was created and how it can answer the research questions. 

Moving on, the fourth chapter contains an analysis of this thesis. Through this 

chapter, data on the implication of Globalization on the rise of the global LGBT+ 

movement that was collected before, being processed, and applied to the theory and 

concept that was represented in chapter two. The main purpose of this chapter is to 
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answer the research questions of this thesis. The fourth chapter, which is the 

discussion, is the highlight of this thesis.  

Last but not least, in the fifth chapter, the conclusion of this chapter is going 

to be served. Chapter five includes summary and conclusion from the analysis in the 

fourth chapter. It serves as a recommendation for future studies so that future scholars 

or anyone interested in Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity (SOGI), LGBT+, 

Social Movement and Globalization can adopt and optimize their work through this 

thesis.  

 

  


