
 

 1 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1. Background 

It is no secret that the United States and Israel are long time best friends. 

Israel has always been America’s best ally in the Middle East and their 

relationship is made stronger by close cultural and historical bonds. President 

Truman was the first state leader in the world that acknowledged the formation of 

the Jewish state of Israel in 1948, making the U.S. the first nation to do so. In 

history, there have been six American presidents that made a trip to Israel, most 

recently President Trump in May 2017 when he met Israeli President Reuven 

Rivlin and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and visited the Western 

Wall in Jerusalem. On 6th December 2018, President Trump announced the U.S. 

recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, as well as the plan to relocate U.S. 

embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, following the recognition of Jerusalem as 

Israel’s capital.  

This close relationship between the two countries has resulted in massive 

amount of foreign aids flowing from the U.S. to Israel. Israel has received USD 

142.3 billion of bilateral and military aid, making them the biggest U.S. foreign 

aids recipient since World War II.1 

                                                
1 Jeremy Sharp, “U.S. Foreign Aid to Israel,” Congressional Research Service, (August 2019) 

https://fas.org/sgp/crs/mideast/RL33222.pdf. (accessed September 5, 2019). 
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The sides that back and support Israel often argue that Israel deserves 

supports and helps from the U.S. due to several reasons. Most of the time, Israel is 

perceived by many as the weaker side, located in a circle of its stronger Arab 

neighbors. But contrary to the mainstream belief, Israel is actually way more 

supreme compared to other Arab countries as it is the only country in the Middle 

East that possesses destructive weapons, making it the state with the most 

powerful army in the region.2 

 Many times Israel’s supporters base their justification over their support 

for Israel by saying that Israel is the only democratic country in the Middle East 

that is located in a circle of Arab tyrants. However, that shared democracy claim 

doesn’t actually go along with the core beliefs that the U.S. holds. The founding 

fathers of Israel exclusively created Israel as a Jewish state where its right to 

citizenship is limited to genetic relationship, while everyone from all kinds of 

background has the same rights in America.3 Also, if democracy was the reason as 

to why U.S. has been showering Israel with massive foreign aids and other forms 

of supports, it is questionable why other democratic countries do not get the same 

amount of aids and backing as Israel. 

This topic is significant because whether the international society likes it 

or not, the U.S. is one of the most powerful countries in the world and its foreign 

policy always plays a big role in affecting events around the globe. U.S. foreign 

policy itself is normally driven by U.S. national interest. It is commonly accepted 

                                                
2 John Mearsheimer and Stephen Walt, “The Israel Lobby and U.S. Foreign Policy,” Faculty 

Research Working Paper Series (March 2006): 7. 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=891198. (accessed September 5, 

2019). 
3 Ibid, 8. 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=891198
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that the U.S. and Israel have had a special relationship for the past few decades, 

especially since the Six Day War in 1967. American support towards Israel is 

really massive which also includes billions of dollars in aids and special 

diplomatic backing. However, the U.S. abundant support for Israel has triggered 

Arab and Islamic opinion that may jeopardize U.S. security and its relations with 

the Arab countries, which makes it more interesting to highlight the reason behind 

the fact that the U.S. is so willing to put aside their security in order to advance 

the interests of another state, in this case, Israel. On the other hand, the main 

drivers of the U.S. policy in Israel and even the Middle East region itself are in 

fact almost entirely influenced by its domestic affairs, especially the lobbying 

activities called the “Israel Lobby”.4 

 One of the most heavily involved organizations in the lobbying is AIPAC. 

Although they can not make the Congress vote against the national interests, they 

are still indeed very powerful. Organizing votes, getting the candidates to write 

position paper, and thrusting influences over the members of the Congress are 

among the things that AIPAC does, just like any other lobbying groups. 5  

The pro-Israel people thoroughly support Israel to take back the land that 

was once theirs, whose territories are written in the Old Testament. They often 

rely on their power and the media as most of them are wealthy people that 

dominate the American media so they can easily create public opinion.6  

                                                
4 Ibid, 1. 
5 Steve Israel, “The Myth of the Pro-Israel Lobby.” The Hill, 

https://thehill.com/opinion/international/433813-the-myth-of-the-pro-israel-lobby. 

(accessed September 17, 2019). 
6 Richard Daulay, Amerika vs Irak: Bahaya Politisasi Agama, (Jakarta: BPK Gunung Mulia 2009, 

32). 

https://thehill.com/opinion/international/433813-the-myth-of-the-pro-israel-lobby
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Besides Jewish groups and individuals, there are also some other interest 

groups that support Israel and do the lobbying, mostly hardline Christian 

Evangelists. Out of the many Christian-based interest groups that back Israel, the 

most heavily involved one is Christian United for Israel (CUFI), founded by John 

Hagee which has thousands of followers. According to them, any kind of peace 

between Israel and its Arab neighbors is seen as an obstacle to the second coming 

of Jesus.7 This is why they were against the Camp David Accords in 1979. They 

believe that the people of Israel are God’s chosen nation. They hold on to the 

belief that before the second coming of Jesus, the Israelis must come back to ‘The 

Promised Land’ in Palestine that was once given by God to their ancestors; 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. It leads to the emergence of Christian Zionists, which 

are a Christian group that obsessively support Israel in all fields; politics, 

economics, and military. It goes in line with the reasons why Jerusalem is the 

holiest city for the Jewish people. They truly believe God gave the land to the 

Biblical Patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob), with Jerusalem as the center of 

the land. From generations to generations, the Jews have always wanted to go 

back to and rebuild Jerusalem and Israel because their presence on the land of 

Israel has never disappeared, a yearning that is depicted in Israel’s national 

anthem, Hatikvah.8  

 

 

                                                
7 Ibid. 
8 “The Significance of Jerusalem in Judaism.” NSW Jewish Board of Deputy, 

https://www.ijs.org.au/the-significance-of-jerusalem-in-judaism/. (accessed September 17, 

2019). 

https://www.ijs.org.au/the-significance-of-jerusalem-in-judaism/
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Picture 1.1. The Promised Land.9 

 

 

The political issue in modern era only arose in early twentieth century 

when the Jews escaping persecution in their home country in Europe wanted to 

build a home in the land that was then under the rule of the British Empire and 

dominated by Arab Muslims, although Israel’s and Palestine’s claim over the over 

the land could be traced to thousands of years ago.10 The people from that land, 

called the Palestinians, denied that, as they perceive the land as lawfully theirs, 

having lived there for many generations. They refer to the land as Palestine and 

want to establish a state with the same name on that land.   

                                                
9 Stephen Miller, “Israel is a Tiny Part of the Promised Land,” Stephen M. Miller, 

https://stephenmillerbooks.com/2017/10/israel-tiny-part-promised-land/ (accessed 

November 19, 2019). 
10 Zack Beauchamp, "What Are Israel and Palestine? Why Are They Fighting?" Vox News, 

https://www.vox.com/2018/11/20/18080002/israel-palestine-conflict-basics. (accessed 
September 17, 2019).  

 

https://stephenmillerbooks.com/2017/10/israel-tiny-part-promised-land/
https://www.vox.com/2018/11/20/18080002/israel-palestine-conflict-basics
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 Jerusalem itself is not like any other cites in the world, as it is considered a 

sacred and holy city by both Islam and Judaism, the home of the only remaining 

piece of the holiest Jewish ancient temple, called the Western Wall, Al-Aqsa 

Mosque as well as the Dome of the Rock for Islam. It has many important 

histories for the two religions that could date back to thousands years ago. 

Initially, the U.S. previous governments refused to acknowledge Israel’s constant 

claim of Jerusalem as their capital, as they feared it might jeopardize their position 

in the Middle East. However, Trump decided to change that long-standing 

position, by relocating the U.S. embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. The U.S. 

decision to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s new capital is believed to be driven by 

the so-called Jewish Lobby, or also often referred to as Israel Lobby. 

 

1.2. Research Question 

Based on the conditions explained above, the author suggests the following 

research question: 

1. What type of organization is the Israel Lobby in the United States?  

2. How does the Israel Lobby influence U.S. foreign policy towards Israel 

under Trump’s Presidency? 

 

1.3. Research Objectives  

The objective of this thesis is to identify the role of the Israel Lobby towards 

the U.S. foreign policy in the Israel under Trump’s Presidency, by taking a look at 
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the two most influential organizations, AIPAC and CUFI, which will then show 

how the process of interest groups and religion give impact on the government. 

 

1.4. Research Contribution 

The result of this thesis will provide a more understanding for the readers 

about what Israel Lobby is, who the involving parties are, and how their influence 

can affect the U.S. foreign policy. This topic is significant because Israel and the 

U.S. are known to have always had such incredibly strong, yet controversial 

relationship for decades. Whether the world likes it or not, the U.S. is one of the 

strongest countries in the world and whatever they do and any foreign policy that 

they produce will affect the entire globe. It is interesting to highlight why the U.S. 

is so willing to defend the interests of Israel and what leads to it. Moreover, this 

topic is also beneficial for the readers who are interested in topics like foreign 

policy and religion, or the Middle East. This thesis aims to gains the readers’ 

knowledge about U.S. foreign policy in Israel and the involving parties behind it. 

Thus, it is hoped that this thesis will be useful for everyone that reads it. 

 

1.5. Structure of Thesis 

The first chapter of this thesis, the Introduction, presents the general overview 

of the whole thesis, which includes the background of the thesis, in what way it 

sparks problems, research question that is generated from the background, and 

research objective that is generated form the research question. 
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The second chapter, the Theoretical Framework, discusses the concepts and 

International Relations theory that are used as the basis of this thesis, as well as 

journals and books from people that have previously explained similar matter 

relating with Israel Lobby an U.S. Foreign Policy in Israel. 

The third chapter, the Methodology, presents the research approach, research 

method, data collection technique, and data analysis technique which describes 

how data is used to answer the research question. 

The fourth chapter, the Analysis, is the most important part of the thesis as 

this particular chapter elaborates and analyzes all the data collected related with 

Israel Lobby and U.S. Foreign Policy in Israel, while connecting it with the theory 

and concepts from the second chapter. The result of this chapter will be used to 

answer the research question. 

The last chapter, the Conclusion, presents what can be concluded and 

summarized from the previous chapter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


