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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 

The world today is moving in an unimaginable speed, through the help of 

information and technology; people from around the world are becoming more 

interconnected than ever. This new level of interconnectedness provides the 

opportunity for countries to fulfill their interests, needs, and develop themselves 

through either bilateral or multilateral agreements. Thus, peace and stability is 

needed, as without such any development is virtually impossible for any country. 

This need for peace and stability aspire countries to cooperate with one another, as 

it is more beneficial for countries to do so.
1
  

Cooperation between countries can be found in two forms, bilateralism, 

and multilateralism.
2
 Differences between these two are in the number of parties 

involved in the agreement and/or cooperation, as bilateralism is the cooperation 

between two states, in which can be in the form of economic cooperation, social 

cooperation, joint-security cooperation, and others.
3
 Multilateralism on the other 

hand is cooperation between more than two states, in both the regional and global 

level, such as ASEAN, NATO, UN, and others.
4
   

 One example of the cooperation between countries in the security sector is 
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in combating transnational crime, such as combating international drug 

trafficking. In the multilateral level, countries cooperate in tackling this issue 

through the UN, through its office, the UNODC. Drug trafficking is defined by 

the UNODC as “a global illicit trade involving the cultivation, manufacture, 

distribution, and sale of substances which are subject to drug prohibition laws.”
5
 

These illegal substances can be found in the form of cannabinoids, opioids, 

stimulants, hallucinogens, and other illegal substances
6
, however it is to be noted 

that the act of drug trafficking can also include the act of illegal distribution 

and/or sales of prescription drugs.
7, 8

 

The drug trade is one of the largest illegal market worldwide, with an 

international market value estimates ranging from USD 300 billion
9
 to around 

USD 652 billion annually, in which makes the illegal drug industry as the second 

largest illegal market worldwide.
10

 The huge market value of the international 

drug industry is all thanks to the huge market demands in drugs, which was 

created by the 275 million drug users worldwide.
11

 With such a huge market, 

international drug syndicates needs shipping hubs, and are using Indonesia as one 
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of the major drug trafficking hubs
12

, as Indonesia has a vast expanse of sea which 

enable easier movement of drug shipments through Indonesia, as well as 

Indonesia having a vast number of ports thus creating further vulnerabilities 

which these drug traffickers exploit. 

However, Indonesia has become not only a trafficking hub, but Indonesia 

now has transformed into a lucrative market for the international drug syndicates. 

The latest data released in the year 2018 by the BNN, there are nearly six million 

Indonesians who are currently using and/or abusing drugs, and that there have 

been around fifty percent growth of drug in Indonesia in the past four years.
13

 

With Indonesia being not only as an international trafficking hub, but also 

a lucrative and growing market, Indonesia‟s drug trade was valued at 

approximately 48 trillion Rupiah or around USD 3.6 billion in 2015
14

, however 

the real value is expected to be much higher, as it only counts those trade that 

were successfully caught by the Indonesian authority. As such, an estimate by the 

Indonesian Minister of Finance, Mrs. Sri Mulyani Indrawati on the illegal 

movement of drugs by these international crime syndicates, was believed to 

further cost Indonesia at least to 135 trillion Rupiah or around USD 9.4 billion
15

 

in the year 2018 alone for lost revenue.
16
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Indonesian government has shown its commitment on combating drug 

trafficking, as shown in its foreign policy in which categorized drug trafficking as 

a high-risk transnational crime, which requires extraordinary efforts from all 

elements of the society, in the form of both domestic and international 

cooperation.
17

 Implementation of the foreign policy is shown through the signage 

and ratification of most of the multilateral agreements combating drug trafficking, 

both in the international level and the regional level. In international level, 

Indonesian government has signed and ratified the Single Convention on Narcotic 

Drugs of 1961 as amended by the 1972 Protocol
18

, the Convention on 

Psychotropic Substances of 1971
19

, and the United Nations Convention against 

Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 1988.
20

 In 

regional level, the Indonesian government has adopted and implemented the 

International Standards on Drug Use Prevention in 2013.
21

 Besides signing and 

ratifying multilateral agreements on combating drug trafficking, Indonesian 

government also shown its commitment on the effort of combating drug 
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trafficking through creating bilateral agreements with other states, such as with 

the government of the Republic of the Philippines.
22,

 
23

 

Looking at the data released by the Philippines DDB on its annual report, 

we see a rapid decrease of drug users in the country. We see that the number of 

drugs user in the Philippines dropped from 6.7 million in 2004
24

 to around 1.3 

million in 2012.
25

 The success in reducing drug problems in Philippines up to 81 

percent in under a decade
26

 showed the success of the Philippians government in 

tackling this issue. This success of combating drugs in the Philippines can be 

attributed to the success on combating both the supply and demand of drugs. 

This agreement between the Indonesian and the Philippine government 

enables information and intelligence sharing between Indonesia and Philippines 

on drug trafficking activities, as well as information sharing on the assets related 

to any drug trafficking activities involving both parties.
27

 Not only that, this 

agreement can help Indonesian authorities in improving its effectivity in 

combating international drug trafficking. 
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1.2 Research Question 

Based on the conditions explained above, the author suggests the 

following research question: 

1. Why Indonesia started the collaboration on combating international drug 

trafficking with the Republic of the Philippines? 

2. How can the collaboration between the government of the Republic of 

Indonesia and the government of the Republic of the Philippine combat 

the issue of drug trafficking? 

 

1.3 Research Objectives 

The objective of the research is to identify the reasons behind Indonesia‟s 

collaboration with the Philippine on combating drug trafficking and to identify the 

implementation of this cooperation towards the combat of drug trafficking 

conducted by both countries, that will be focused on its security dimension. 

 

1.4 Research Contribution 

The result of this research proposal will provide an insight on the effort of 

the Indonesian government in combating and preventing the growth and 

proliferation of international drug trafficking, through multiple channels both in 

the national level and the international level through both bilateral and multilateral 

cooperation, as this thesis will analyze how the bilateral security agreement 

between the Republic of Indonesia with the Republic of the Philippines could 
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combat the continuous rise of drug trafficking activities in Indonesia. This 

research topic is one of the most significant and most relevant topics in the status 

quo, as this topic is not only focusing on the domestic level, but also on the 

international level as this topic incorporates foreign country on it. Moreover, this 

topic is also beneficial for the government as a reference in anti-drug policy 

making. This thesis also aims to enrich the public knowledge on combating the 

international drug trade. In addition, this topic will also enrich the knowledge in 

social science, especially in the international relations field. Thus, it is anticipated 

that this project will be beneficial, not only among the scholars of social science, 

but also among the general public. 

 

1.5 Structure of Thesis 

In the first chapter, which is the introduction, the author will give a brief 

overview on the main content of the thesis, which will include the background of 

the thesis topic, the research question in which this thesis is trying to address, the 

objective of this thesis topic, the importance of the topic that this thesis is trying to 

address, and an overview of the thesis structure. 

The second chapter, which is the theoretical framework, elaborates the 

international relations theory and concepts used as the framework in analyzing the 

agreement of cooperation between the Republic of Indonesia and the Republic of 

the Philippines on combating international drug trafficking. This chapter also 

compares and summarizes previous scholarly studies on Indonesia‟s effort in 

combating drug trafficking, especially in the implications towards Indonesia-
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Philippines security relations. 

The third chapter, which is the methodology, provides a thorough 

explanation on the approaches, methods, and techniques used in researching the 

necessary data and information on the topic that this thesis is trying to address. 

Also, in this chapter provides the data analysis method used to analyze the data 

which were gathered to answer the research question of this thesis. 

The fourth chapter, which is the discussion, is the highlight of this thesis, 

as in this chapter, I will analyze and present all the data gathered regarding the 

agreement of cooperation between the Republic of Indonesia and the Republic of 

the Philippines on combating international drug trafficking in a systematic manner 

in accordance to the international relations theories and concept used. The result 

of the analysis will later be used to address the research question of this thesis. 

The fifth chapter, which is the conclusion and recommendations will 

summarizes and conclude the analysis from the previous chapter. This chapter 

also lists out the recommendation for future studies and the recommendation that 

Indonesia can adapt to further optimizing Indonesia‟s effort on combating 

international drug trafficking.  


