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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background 

Indonesia is one of the largest archipelago in the world with 17,508 islands 

and around 81,000 km of coastline.1 60% of its 264 million residents live along the 

coast, with most of Indonesia's poor living along these heavily populated areas.2 

These groups are particularly vulnerable to climate change, hence many are 

dependent on nature for their livelihoods. One of the dangers is plastic pollution. 

Plastic has become one of the practical solutions for every company and user. The 

world produces more than 300 million tons of plastic each year since 2015, 

including billions of plastic bottles and five billion plastic bags.3 It is as good and 

as bad because it is durable. Almost every plastic ever made is on the planet in some 

form or another. Only a small fraction is being recycled, the rest just fills our land, 

waters, and others. 5% of plastics are recycled effectively, while 40% end up in 

landfills, and a third in fragile ecosystems such as the world’s oceans. At the World 

 
1 Sabrina Asril. “Indonesia Daftarkan 16.056 Pulau Bernama Ke PBB.” KOMPAS.com, 

2018. Accessed on October 3, 2019. Available from 

https://nasional.kompas.com/read/2018/05/04/20442371/indonesia-daftarkan-16056-pulau-

bernama-ke-pbb.16056-pulau-bernama-ke-pbb; W; Accessed on October 3rd, 2019 
2 Michaël Faure and James Hu. 2006. Prevention and Compensation of Marine Pollution 

Damage: Recent Developments in Europe, China and the US. Vol. 9. Netherlands: Kluwer Law 

International. Page 99-117. 
3 Eric Beckman.“The World's Plastic Problem in Numbers.” World Economic Forum, 

2018. Accessed on October 5, 2019. Available from https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2018/08/the-

world-of-plastics-in-numbers. 
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Economic Forum, Ellen MacArthur as world famous sailor who dedicates her life 

for a greater good of the ocean address that by 2050, marine plastic pollution is 

expected to be more than the fish.4 

Through United Nations and International Organizations such as the United 

Nations Development Programme, the chance of people being educated for 

preserving environmental condition and take precautions are humongous. On 1st 

January of 2016, United Nations Development Programme introduced a blueprint 

aimed to achieve better and more sustainable future for all that address global 

challenges humans face every day. It is based on six principles, which are poverty, 

inequality, climate, environmental degradation, prosperity, and peace along with 

justice. 

Sustainable Development Goals or SDG is a list of goals set by the UNDP 

in response to world issues, it aims for a more sustainable future. There are a total 

of 17 SDG that have been imposed by the UN, which are No Poverty, Zero Hunger, 

Good Health and Well-Being, Quality Education, Gender Equality, Clean Water 

and Sanitation, Affordable and Clean Energy, Decent Work and Economic Growth, 

Industry with Innovation and Infrastructure, Reduced Inequalities, Sustainable 

Cities and Community, Responsible Consumption and Production, Climate Action, 

Life Below Water, Life on Land, Peace with Justice and Strong Institutions, and 

 
4
 Dame Ellen MacArthur, Dominic Waughray, and Martin Stuchtey. “The New Plastics 

Economy: Rethinking the Future of Plastics.” Ellen MacArthur Foundation (2016). Page 17. 

Available from https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/publications/the-new-plastics-

economy-rethinking-the-future-of-plastics. (Accessed on October 5, 2019) 
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Partnerships. These series of goals are linked and impactful to each other. It is a 

balance where one goal will enhance the others.5 If achieved, SDG will creates and 

provides a better humanitarian condition and adequate environment by 2030.  

While the existence of the world is forever, but the resources and land that 

we live in are limited. As we know, Earth has its own lifespan and its resources are 

being consumed mostly by humans. It is our sole duty as humans and inhabitants 

of the Earth to make Earth as sustainable as possible for present and future 

generations. Though there are numerous regulations and NGOs specialized in 

environmental sustainability, the pollution problems keep rising continuously.  

From rising sea levels to marine plastic pollution, NGOs such as Take3, Surfrider 

Foundation and Greenpeace have warned high-ranking officials to citizens in 

regards to these problems.6 However, the lack of education in environmental issues 

is causing Earth’s sustainability to decrease overtime. Environmental issues keep 

arising in what seems to be a non-ending battle. The livability of Earth and all of its 

living creatures are all affected by every environmental problem we are facing. 

From the capitalists to the environmentalists, every aspect of living will be 

influenced by small choices we make that affects our environment. It is important 

for a global governance to take place and connect countries with similar issues. 

 
5
 “The Sustainable Development Agenda” United Nations Official Website, 2015. 

Accessed on October 5, 2019. Available from 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/. 
6 Shamseer Mambra. “15 Brave Organisations Fighting To Save Our Oceans” Marine 

Insight, 2019. Accessed on October 5, 2019. Available from 

https://www.marineinsight.com/environment/15-brave-organisations-fighting-save-oceans/. 

https://www.marineinsight.com/environment/15-brave-organisations-fighting-save-oceans/
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There has not been enough concern regarding plastic waste before SDGs 

were introduced. Since 2015, marine activists are travelling around the world, 

video-taping plastic waste that is set afloat in the sea over the last few years and 

marine scientists Pictured the inside on marine wildlife choking and dying to plastic 

waste. This kind of awareness has been vital to the growth of involvement from 

people over the past few years. However, over the past 50 years, the global 

consumption as well as production have been growing, there were 359 million tons 

worth of plastic products placed on the market in 2018, an increase of 3.2% from 

last year.7  

The reason being why plastic has such a high demand is in its efficiency and 

its effectiveness. Plastic is light, flexible, strong and cheap as well, this makes the 

cost per units of companies to be cheaper and the quality of their products to be 

more cost-efficient.8 People have been using plastic bags over the years because 

they are cheap and light, not to mention the fact that they are so cheap that they are 

disposable, it doesn’t matter if they lose 1 or even 10 plastic bags, they can get 

another plastic bag somewhere. This consumerist behavior is what is making the 

demand for plastic so high and in turn uplifting the dominance of plastic producers 

around the world.  

 
7 Stéphanie Senet. “Plastic Production on the Rise Worldwide but Slowing in Europe.” 

Translated by Daniel Eck. EURACTIV.com, 2019. Accessed on October 5, 2019. Available from 

https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/while-global-plastic-production-is-

increasing-worldwide-it-is-slowin-down-in-europe/. 
8 Jefferson Hopewell, Robert Dvorak, and Edward Kosior. Plastics Recycling: 

Challenges and Opportunities. London: The Royal Society, 2009. 
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Indonesia is the world’s 2nd largest country in terms of mismanaged plastic 

waste dumped, coming in 2nd to China.9 Indonesia dumps mismanaged plastic at 

about 3.22 million metric tons per year. Indonesia has set a target for 2025 in 

declining its plastic waste for about 70%, this is a major change in response to the 

current situation that we are in today.10 There have been lots of countries also 

pitching in to the task of eradicating the uprising usage of plastic products, be it by 

tax or through bans, most countries have started to continuously show efforts in 

decreasing the usage of plastic products as well as minimizing the current wastes 

that are in circulation. 

Since 2012, Indonesian government has regulated a policy called 

“Kebijakan Plastik Berbayar” (UU No 18 Tahun 2008 dan PP No 81 Tahun 2012) 

by Directorate General Waste Management, Waste and Hazardous and Toxic under 

the Ministry of Environment and Forestry (KLHK). However, the policy is not 

working efficiently.11  There have been many countries that have banned single use 

plastics and also imposing taxes on plastic products. This however, resulted in a 

slow progress in Indonesia. There are many stores in Indonesia which still uses 

single use plastic bags, and most of them are convenience stores. The fees for the 

plastic bags, however, are not substantial enough from hindering customers from 

 
9 Maizura Ismail. “Indonesia's Plastic Action.” The ASEAN Post, 2018. Accessed on 

October 6, 2019. Available from https://theaseanpost.com/article/indonesias-plastic-action. 
10 Eijas Ariffin. “Indonesia's Plastic Waste Problem.” The ASEAN Post, 2018. Accessed 

on October 6, 2019. Available from https://theaseanpost.com/article/indonesias-plastic-waste-

problem-0. 
11 Howard, Brian Clark and Sarah Gibbens, Elaina Zachos, Laura Parker. “A Running 

List of Action on Plastic Pollution” National Geographic, 2019. Accessed on November 12, 2019. 

Available from https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2018/07/ocean-plastic-

pollution-solutions/. 
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actually buying said plastic bags, in the end, doing nothing to stop the plastic bag 

consumerism in Indonesia. 

Matters concerning plastic waste have been raised in the intergovernmental 

organization such as ASEAN Summit among member states and have been a very 

concerning issue since ASEAN member states like Indonesia, Philippines and 

Thailand are among the world’s worst ocean polluters compared to other countries. 

ASEAN member states have made a joint declaration in combating marine plastic 

pollution in response towards the current crisis being faced.12 It is becoming a 

global problem. Plastic debris being thrown to the sea not only poses a threat 

towards the marine ecosystem but also towards the people who are actually make a 

living out of these marine ecosystems, like fishing, shrimping and even tourism. It 

is important as global governance can promote effective partnerships between state 

actors and non-state actors. 

Economically, Indonesia is the largest archipelagic state in the world and 

stands 2nd in being the largest seafood producer in the world, which means that 

marine life is a huge part of the economy for Indonesia and has played a vital role 

in the economy, contributing 2,6% to GDP.13 There has always been a huge demand 

for seafood in Indonesia as it is one of the familiar foods in Indonesia, we have also 

 
12 “BANGKOK DECLARATION ON COMBATING MARINE DEBRIS IN ASEAN 

REGION” ASEAN Summit (2019). Available from https://asean.org/storage/2019/06/2.-Bangkok-

Declaration-on-Combating-Marine-Debris-in-ASEAN-Region-FINAL.pdf. (Accessed on October 

6, 2019) 
13 Jason Thomas. “Indonesia's Fisheries Not Managed Efficiently.” The Asean Post, 

2019. Accessed on November 6, 2019. Available from https://theaseanpost.com/article/indonesias-

fisheries-not-managed-efficiently. 

https://asean.org/storage/2019/06/2.-Bangkok-
https://asean.org/storage/2019/06/2.-Bangkok-
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been one of the world’s largest seafood consumers for quite some time while also 

being one of the world’s largest marine polluters. This statement leads to a 

conclusion that while Indonesia has been consuming a massive amount of seafood, 

Indonesia has also been directly destroying the source and quality of seafood, 

making Indonesia’s seafood commodity to be very unsustainable. 

Aside from that, Indonesia is one of the countries with the most islands in 

the world, being a place with high demand for tourism and leisure.14 This statute of 

tourism that Indonesia has may be in jeopardy as most tourists would visit Indonesia 

for its tropical paradise, being beaches, shores and its sea life. With the uprising of 

marine plastic pollution being present in Indonesia’s marine ecosystem, there might 

not be any more beautiful tourist sites away from the harm of marine debris. This 

might not only diminish the economy behind tourism, but also diminish Indonesia 

from the potential FDI that comes with tourism interests.  

The need of government to act upon this Marine Plastic Pollution 

immediately is huge. For centuries, the Earth has been battling on land, if we waste 

it on stacking up trash, plastic which is non-degradable, and then it will become 

another crisis and affect every aspect of life quality. Hence, in this research, the 

focus will be on ways of Indonesian government in promoting SDG on eradicating 

Plastic Pollutions. Also, this research will analyze what has been done before and 

what could be done by the Government. 

 
14 Mark Owuor Otieno. "Which Country Has the Most Islands?" WorldAtlas. Accessed 

on November 10, 2019. Available from https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/which-country-has-

the-most-islands.html. 
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1.2 Research Questions 

1.   What are Indonesia’s motives in supporting United Nations Development 

Programme for implementing SDG in regards to Marine Plastic Pollution? 

2.  What actions and plans does Indonesia, MNCs, NGOs and IGOs have to 

support United Nations Development Programme for the implementation of SDG 

number 14 in regards to Marine Plastic Pollution? 

3. What are the challenges of Indonesia, MNCs, NGOs and IGOs in promoting 

and implementing SDG regarding Marine Plastic Pollution? 

1.3 Research Objectives 

1. To analyze the motives of Indonesia in supporting United Nations 

Development Programme for implementing SDG in regards to Marine Plastic 

Pollution. 

2. To analyze actions and plans Indonesia, MNCs, NGOs and IGOs have to 

support United Nations Development Programme for the implementation of SDG 

number 14 in regards to Marine Plastic Pollution. 

3. To analyze the challenges Indonesia, MNCs, NGOs and IGOs have in 

promoting and implementing SDG Number 14 regarding Marine Plastic Pollution 
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1.4 Research Contribution 

1. To contribute more understanding and precautions in regards to 

environmental sustainability. 

2. To increase knowledge on actions that supports SDG Number 14 in regards 

to Marine Plastic Pollutions. 

3. To explain and provide possible solutions for implementing SDG Number 

14 in regards to Marine Plastic Pollutions. 

1.5 Structure of Thesis 

The thesis will be divided into five chapters. The first chapter will be written 

to give background information in regards to the plastic pollution and United 

Nations Development Programme’s SDG. The first chapter will give three research 

questions regarding the issue of Marine Plastic Pollution while being answered by 

the following three research objectives. The last point in this chapter will be the 

structure of writing where details on each of the chapters will be mentioned. 

The second chapter will be the theoretical framework of the thesis which 

will comprise of literature reviews from various articles, journals and books. This 

chapter will also give a clear link between the International Relations theory with 

the thesis. Thus the chapter will be using the constructivism theory in explaining 

the roles of state actors in the fight against Marine Plastic Pollution. 



 10 
 

The third chapter will discuss the methodology and approaches used to 

conduct this research. This chapter will also discuss the methods in gathering 

information and data, and also the methods used in analyzing each information and 

data gathered. 

The fourth chapter is crucial in this thesis as this chapter will include all 

analysis in the data gathered and will be the chapter to prove the hypothesis of this 

research. This chapter will start off by explaining the details of Indonesia’s current 

condition in terms of Marine Plastic Pollution, then continuing to analyze the 

motives of Indonesia in implementing the SDGs and will continue to how Indonesia 

and Non-State Actors have been fighting Marine Plastic Pollution and the 

effectiveness of their act against Marine Plastic Pollution. Then to finish off the 

chapter, the result of the thesis will be given and these results will be the final 

answer to the research question, followed with analyzed data and also information 

gathered. 

The fifth chapter will be the final chapter in the thesis. This chapter will 

provide conclusions resulted in this research and giving the compressed answers to 

the research question. It will also promote a series of academic suggestions for 

future fellow academicians who will be researching thesis with similar topics. 

 

 

 

 


