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CHAPTER 1 
 

INTRODUCTION 
  

1.1 Background 

 Since the 15th century, humans have attempted to settle, produce, and exchange 

goods with others through the establishment of economic ties, development of 

technology and transportation, which advanced production and trade. These series of 

actions is defined as globalization, a movement in the creation of a private and a market 

oriented system with considerable decrease of the role of government in the economic 

affair1. At the same time, while globalization increases cross border movement of 

goods, services, and capital, they also enabled technology, information and people to 

move that overlaps national boundaries. The process of globalization is considered to 

be completed in the 20th century, when the capitalist system spread across the world. 

As Francis Fukuyama has confidently stated: a free-market liberal democracy had won 

and became the final form of human government. Yet, the world is now forced to watch 

right-wing nationalism to be in their full swing, from Rodrigo Duterte and the 

controversial extrajudicial killing policy, Donald Trump and his persistence of 

removing immigrant citizens, to Marine Le Pen’s scathing attack towards the liberal 

status quo during her candidacy in 2017, ‘Our leaders chose globalization, which they 

                                                
1 Shahzad, Aisha. “What Is Globalization - Historical BackgrounD;” Jadavpur Journal of 

International Relations 10, no. 1 (June 2006): 204–12. doi:10.1177/0973598406110013. 
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wanted to be a happy thing. It turned out to be a horrible thing’; the global governance 

is facing another challenge that none is able to identify yet.  

 Ever since the end of the Second World War, a broad consensus about the best 

way to order social, economic and political life has been established. While the 

implementation went through to disagreements on the details, but one main question 

has been answered: a nation state with a single legal system, managed by officials and 

professional political parties elected through representative democracy, who determine 

what its citizens can see, do, buy and put in their bodies; an economy based on private 

ownership and free (but controlled) markets and public services; welfare funded by 

forced general taxation; and human rights protect citizens, who are free to practice 

whatever religious belief they wish as long as those beliefs and practices do not harm 

others.2 

 The agreed values is now known as the Overton Window. It is a concept first 

established by Joseph Overton, where ideas are only acceptable if it fits into the 

Overton Window, other than that, it is seen as radical and unthinkable. While the 

Overton Window has barely moved for years, today it has expanded and a new political 

space has opened. This is caused by the constant problem that the world faces, from 

poverty to wars, people are looking for a change, an answer to the questions that none 

of the democratic leaders today can find. The quest for this answer has made people 

listen to radicals, from non-conventional means to conservative means. When that 

                                                
2 Bartlett, James. Radicals Chasing Utopia. United States of America: Nation Books, 2017.   



 

 3 

factor is added with the globalization process today, it opens the door to a contestation 

towards globalization by groups that holds different values with today’s mainstream 

ideology of democracy, as they believe that democracy is not the final answer. 

Contestation of ideology has begun to emerge in the public sphere since 1999, when 

coalition of organizations from various backgrounds mobilized a strike to prevent the 

signing of Multilateral Agreement on Investment (MAI). The organization accused the 

WTO backed negotiations as restriction of individual state’s power and intervention on 

social and environmental issues in the name of free trade.3 

Using that analysis, this thesis would like to turn the attention towards the scape 

of Indonesia. In Indonesia itself, contestation of ideology has often brought by 

revivalist Islamic movement. This particular group has reformed the notion of 

Indonesian Muslim in a vivid manner since the downfall of Soeharto in 1998. White-

robed and turbaned Muslim militiamen marched through city streets brandishing 

scimitars and exhorting jihad against Islam’s foes, led by Arab-Indonesian clerics4 that 

threatened to “sweep” foreigners from Indonesia, noisy rallies on the gates of 

Parliament demanding an immediate implementation of shari’a law5. The most 

dramatic of them all, however, is the terror imposed through charred and mangled 

nightclubs and hotels bombed by terrorists. This is caused by the lifting of restrictions 

                                                
3 Porta, Donatella Della, Massimiliano Andretta, Lorenzo Mosca, and Herbert Reiter. 

Globalization from Below: Transnational Activists and Protest Networks. University of Minnesota 
Press, 2006.  

4 Priest or religious leader, especially referring to Christian or Muslim ones.  
5 A religious law forming part of the Islamic tradition. It is derived from the religious precepts 

of Islam, particularly the Quran and the Hadith.  
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on the freedom of the media and right to organize which led to a proliferation of radical 

groups and a dramatic expansion of Islamist media, including newspapers, magazines, 

books and websites. These radical groups are mainly concerned with a “multi-

dimensional crisis”, an economic, political, cultural, and moral crisis due to the 

presence of kafir6 West has used in its economic and military power to subordinate, 

exploit and enfeeble the Islamic community. At the same time, the Islamic community 

itself faces a challenge from the inside as these radical groups believe that many of 

their fellow Muslim has strayed from the essential teaching of God as set out in the 

Qur’an7 and the Sunnah8. Thus, Islam is seen as facing challenges from within and 

without.9 

While these radical hardliners Islam disappear for a certain period, in]n the 

present day Indonesia is once more challenged by the very same group, even more 

significant after the blasphemous controversies that surrounds Basuki Tjahaja 

                                                
6 Unbeliever. First applied to Meccans who refused submission to Islam, the term implies an 

active rejection of divine revelation. All unbelievers are thought to face eternal damnation in the 
afterlife. Although there is disagreement about whether Jews and Christians are unbelievers, they have 
generally received tolerant treatment from Muslim governments. Islamic fundamentalists in the 
twentieth century applied the term to other Muslims who did not adhere to their strict interpretations of 
the Quran. 

7 The Islamic sacred book, believed to be the word of God as dictated to Muhammad by the 
archangel Gabriel and written down in Arabic. The Koran consists of 114 units of varying lengths, 
known as suras ; the first sura is said as part of the ritual prayer. These touch upon all aspects of human 
existence, including matters of doctrine, social organization, and legislation. 

8 The established customs and beliefs that make up a tradition, In Muslim legal and religious 
thought, the term became associated more specifically with the actions and sayings of the Prophet 
Muhammad. Inspired by God to act wisely and in accordance with his will, Muhammad provided an 
example that complements God's revelation as expressed in the Qur'an. His actions and sayings 
became a model for Muslim conduct as well as a primary source of Islamic law. 

9 Fealy, Greg. "ISLAMIC RADICALISM IN INDONESIA: The Faltering Revival?" Southeast 
Asian Affairs, 2004, 104-21. http://www.jstor.org/stable/27913255.  
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Purnama10 (BTP) during 2016 local leaders election.11 A series of rallies called Aksi 

Bela Islam (Defending Islam Action)12  were held in 14 October 2016, 4 November 

2016, and 2 December 2016 and it is perceived by Fealy (2016) as further evidence of 

deepening conservatism in  Indonesia Islam or, in the view of Jones (2016), these are 

the precise reasons “why Indonesia has been ineffective in curbing extremism.” Prior 

to the rally, chairman of Nahdlatul Ulama (NU)13, Said Aqil Siradj, warned NU 

members against joining the rally on 2 December 2016. Despite his advice, some NU 

members still supported Habib Rizieq Syihab14, one of the leaders of the rally. The 

fatwa from NU on the prohibition of conducting Friday prayer in the streets on 2 

December 2016 was ignored by some of its members. Similar to the NU, the second 

largest Islamic movement, Muhammadiyah15, also experienced a similar problem. The 

call and advice from the Chairman of the said organization, Haedar Nashir, to its 

members not to join the rallies were ignored. 

                                                
10 During the governor election in April 19th 2017, Basuki Tjahaja Purnama was charged with 

the blasphemy under Article 156a of the Criminal Code with defaming clergymen under Article 156.  
11 Norshahril Saat, Islam in Southeast Asia, Singapore: ISEAS, 2018.  
12 Aksi Bela Islam: a series of demonstration that was done in Jakarta as a response towards the 

statement from Basuki Tjahaja Purnama that came out with a statement that was considered 
blasphemous during his visit to Kepulauan Seribu (Thousand Islands).  

13 Nahdlatul Ulama or NU is the largest Muslim organization in Indonesia, with estimated 30 
million membership. They support education, cultural engagement, and socioeconomic development 
rooted in Islamic principles of justice, diversity and tolerance.  

14 Muhammad Rizieq Shihab or also known as Habib Rizieq is an Indonesian Islamist scholar, 
the founder and leader of the Islamist group Islamic Defenders Front (Front Pembela Islam, 
abbreviated as FPI)  

15 Muhammadiyah is a major Islamic non-governmental organization in Indonesia that 
advocates ijtihad, a sincere process of garnering esoteric knowledge outside from the Hadits or the 
Quran in which they have to based it with rational thinking and fair judgement. 
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The NU and Muhammadiyah are considered as the two largest Islamic 

organizations in Indonesia. During the rallies of Aksi Bela Islam, however, these two 

organizations seemed to be overshadowed by other new Muslim organizations such as 

the Front Pembela Islam (FPI)16, Hizbut Tahrir Indonesia (HTI)17, and Majelis Ulama 

Islam (MUI)18. This phenomenon shows that the NU and Muhammadiyah has lost their 

control towards their members and has also failed in executing their role as a moderator 

of Indonesian Muslims, to balance between radicalism and liberalism, aiming to 

promote moderate Islam. An interesting aspect from the rallies is that prior to the actual 

action, participators of the rallies were notified of the event using social media such as 

Instagram through the accounts of some of the leaders of the rallies such as Abdullah 

Gymnastiar19 and Arifin Ilham20. This indicates that the fall of moderate Islam in 

Indonesian Muslims were significantly affected by the rise of globalization and 

                                                
16 Front Pembela Islam or FPI is an Indonesian Islamist political organization formed in 1998 

by Muhammad Rizieq Shihab where he remains acting as the adviser by the title Great Imam of FPI 
for life. It originally started as a civil vigilante that positioned itself as Islamic moral police. Their 
activity was unauthorized by the government, they’re known for their hate crimes in the name of Islam 
and religious-related violence.  

17 Hizbut Tahrir Indonesia or HTI used to work openly in Indonesia and known for the rallies 
they conducted in many cities across the country. According to International Crisis Group HT 
Indonesia may have ties to violent extremist groups such as Jemaah Islamiyah. In July 2017, 
Indonesian government officially banned and revoked the legal status of Hizbut Tahrir  

18 Majelis Ulama Indonesia or MUI is Indonesia’s top Muslim clerical body, they serve to 
produce fatwa a contention or an interpretation of a problem related to the Islamic Laws, to advise 
Muslim community on contemporary issues, and to provide halal-certification for products.  

19 Usually referred as Aa Gym, is an Indonesian Islamic preacher, singer, author, businessman 
and founder of Da’arut Tauhiid Pondok Pesantren in Bandung. He is popular for introducing unique 
way of preaching by theatrical style with practical messages of Islamic propagation that can be 
commonly applied to everyday life.  

20 A cleric from Indonesia who made a majelis taklim, a group of individuals who mutually 
adheres to Islam that has goals to reciprocally shares knowledge regarding Islam and disseminate 
propagation. called Adz-Dzikra in 2000.  
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secularism, and it affects the perspectives of Indonesian, not only between the Muslims, 

but among the Indonesian population.  

In a study conducted by the Syarif Hidayatullah Islamic State University (UIN 

Syarif Hidayatullah) in cooperation with the United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP) in late 2017, the study found that 88.55 per cent of 1,859 respondents believed 

the government should ban religious minority groups altogether. In addition, 49 per 

cent of respondents – comprising students from hundreds of schools and universities 

across the country – disagreed with the government’s protection of Islamic minority 

groups like the Ahmadiyah and Shi’ite. Nearly 85 per cent have access to the Internet.21 

Setting the previous discourses aside, this thesis would like to take the reader’s 

attention to a particular radical movement in social media that started since 7 

September 2015 led by La Ode Munafar. He is a young man from Southeast Celebes 

and is studying in one of the universities in Yogyakarta. This movement that he created, 

named Indonesia Tanpa Pacaran (Indonesia Without Dating) specifically aimed the 

youth with a narrative that was spread through the book he wrote and published through 

his own publication called Gaul Fresh, which claims to have published 62 book titles, 

one of the most best seller book from him is titled Indonesia Tanpa Pacaran, in 

accordance of the name of the movement, which is written to serve as a guidebook for 

ITP.  

                                                
21 "Internet Contributes to Radicalism among Young Muslims in Indonesia: Study." The Straits 

Times. February 24, 2019. Accessed February 26, 2019. https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-
asia/internet-contributes-to-radicalism-among-young-muslims-in-indonesia-study 
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The ITP movement encourages early marriage as a way to avoid dating, as 

proclaimed in one of their posts in Facebook.22 Thus, this movement is deemed as a 

‘closed-minded’ movement, and it starts to reap controversies across social media. 

Nevertheless, despite the condemnation and controversies, it does not change the fact 

that ITP has affected the mindset of youth in regards of early marriage, as it is reflected 

in the rise of the numbers of people that follows their social media accounts. In 

Facebook alone, ITP has 513,626 followers while they have 918,000 followers in 

Instagram. These followers are then distributed into small study groups in WhatsApp 

that were made to strictly discuss about Indonesia Tanpa Pacaran topics.23 

This thesis aims to establish the connection between contestation of ideology 

against globalization and secularism with the rise of revivalist Islamic movement such 

as Hizbut Tahrir Indonesia and how it could be seen through the study case of Indonesia 

Tanpa Pacaran movement. This thesis argues how this movement could possibly shift 

Indonesia’s ideology as reflected in Pancasila and disrupt the diverse community 

within Indonesia. 

 

 

                                                
22 Indonesia Tanpa Pacaran’s post in August 18th, 2016 in Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/IndonesiaTanpaPacaranID/photos/a.1667306043502915/17944933974508
45/?type=3&theater  

23 Adisya, Elma. "Gerakan Indonesia Tanpa Pacaran: Menikah Solusi Paling Baik, Jangan 
Dipersulit." Magdalene. February 20, 2019. Accessed February 26, 2019. 
https://magdalene.co/story/gerakan-indonesia-tanpa-pacaran-menikah-solusi-paling-baik-jangan-
dipersulit.  
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1.2 Research Question 

 
 Based on the conditions explained above, the author suggests the following 

research question:  

a) How does the identity-based religious organization such as Hizbut Tahrir 

Indonesia and Indonesia Tanpa Pacaran construct counter-hegemonic 

resistance against global capitalism in Indonesia? 

b) How does the state interact with Hizbut Tahrir Indonesia and Indonesia Tanpa 

Pacaran?   

 

1.3 Research Objectives 

 
The aim of this research is to bring the attention of the society and the 

government towards de-globalization movements and how it could disrupt the values 

and norms of Indonesia as a plural state. Seeing that currently the government only 

interprets threat from terrorists’ attacks and hate speech, both the society and 

government fails to see the threat that are imposed through the morphing of values and 

norms from revivalist Islamic movements. With this thesis, we aim to establish the 

cause of these contestation and the effect it brings in the Indonesian civil society.  
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1.4 Research Contribution 

 
Through the result of this thesis, we will be able to determine how exactly de-

globalization attempt brought by Hizbut Tahrir Indonesia is linked to Indonesia Tanpa 

Pacaran and why they cannot be accepted in Indonesia’s civil society. This thesis will 

also describe the reasons as to why Indonesia should be alarmed with the sudden rise 

of this phenomenon and how should the government and society react to it. This may 

help establishing what actions are the most effective in tackling this particular issue. In 

short, the thesis will mainly discuss the notion of Hizbut Tahrir Indonesia and Indonesia 

Tanpa Pacaran as it is a part of the globalization from below movement.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


