
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background  

 Nowadays, international relations are significant and it becomes need for 

every state to develop its application. International relationsdirectly affects the 

lives of billions people and reflects the world’s complexity, both conflict and 

cooperation, along with war and peace.1The complexity of international relations 

in the bilateral, multilateral, and even international has led the world into the 

comprehensive relationship. There are so many aspects and levels (global, 

interstate, domestic, and individual)those could influence the international 

relations of states.Those depend on the perspective and theory in internal relations 

study as interdisciplinary field. Commonly, the issues of military, economy, 

security studies, history, and even social-cultural could become the main issues 

for state to establish the relations and interestswithin another state. However, the 

current condition in international sphere bring so many progresses to the 

framework of international relations study especially related to the issue of soft 

power that has influenced the states relation, then the relevancy ofinternational 

relations for stateson cooperation. 

 The current issue that still developing in international relations is globalization.  

Globalization popular conception is “the widening, deepening, and speeding up 

the worldwide interconnected in all aspects of contemporary social 

                                                        
1 Joshua S. Goldstein and Jon C Pevehouse, Principles of International Relations, United States of 
America: Pearson Longman, 2012, p: 1 
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life”.2Globalization has brought international relations into the ‘interdependence 

world’ within cooperation or dialogue. The rising of globalism and 

transnationalismhas transformed and affected the foreign policies of states. The 

theoretical framework of international relations through state and non-state actors 

moved as more interactions of nations.  

 The foreign policy is the key of state that conducts activities on the national 

interest in becoming more universal, basically for achieving peaceful and 

harmony among nations. As the foreign policy of most states increases in term of 

interdependency as the result of globalization, it contributes more opportunity of 

interaction, cooperation, and shared of the differences among states. At the 

present time, the progress of cooperation among states in political area is wider. 

The international, regional, multilateral, and bilateral cooperation have led the 

interdependence in becoming the substantial matter in the international relations 

of states. Each state would set out their foreign policy in acquiring positive, 

harmony, and peaceful cooperation in the international sphere. 

 Within the past, as a common practice, states endeavored to reach their 

purpose to another states through hard power such as military and economy. 

However, the stability of global governance has constructed the power beside the 

hard power itself. Samuel Huntington in his book of “The Clash of 

Civilizations”3has predicted that the future of the world post-cold war would be 

influenced by cultural and religious identities as the main source of conflict, 

which resulted primarily the economical circumstances, and the division of 
                                                        
2  Held, David, Anthony McGrew, David Goldblatt, and Jonathan Perraton, Global 
Transformations: Politics, Economics, Culture, Stanford, 1999: p. 2. 
3 Samuel P. Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations, Foreign Affairs: Summer, 1993, p. 22. 
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humankind. Therefore the states maneuver soft power as the socio-cultural aspects 

for the advance of cooperation, especially in religion pluralistic issue.  

 Religious conflict was another issue that has appeared in the international 

relations. Religion has been known as the core of a community’s value system in 

the world; people, whose religious practices are different, would be easily 

disdained and treated as unworthy. When overlaid on ethnic and territorial 

conflicts, religion often surfaces as the central and most visible division between 

groups.4Religion could become the basis of spiritual identity then a source of 

political identity among its members. Furthermore, religion plays many roles in 

world politics, it is a force for peace, justice, and humanitarian concern. It is also 

true, though, that religion has been and continues to be a factor in many bloody 

wars, conflicts, and other forms of political violence.5 

 International community has been continually facing the challenge to the 

international cooperation among states about religious issues. Prejudice, 

preconception, even the lacks of tolerance to the issue of religion matter have 

initiates the rise of conflicts. Then statesaimshared of religious matter between 

states and it transformed into a soft power for state to have peaceful international 

relations among states although it could involve the interest of non-state 

actors.International society strives to create a peaceful and balanced world as a 

wealth of nations in the pluralistic world through dialogue. It resuscitates the 

awareness of nations to have dialogue for cooperation, especially through religion 

                                                        
4 Joshua S. Goldstein and Jon C. Pevehouse, Op,Cit, p: 130. 
5Rourke, J. T., Boyer, M. A., &Rourke, J. T., World politics: International politics on the world 
stage, brief. Guilford, Conn.: Dushkin/McGraw-Hill, Chapter 5 “Transnational Religion”, 2012, 
p.152. 
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or faith issue. The interfaith dialogue through domestic, regional, and 

international are also expected to eliminate the ignorance, intolerance, and even 

radicalism because the issue of faith is about the belief in practical concepts of 

human daily. Therefore, religious issue through interfaith dialogue is also 

considered as soft power for the importance of foreign policy and cooperation for 

each state to create peaceful culture in the international world. 

 In the political history of human kind,in 1983 it was the first global interfaith 

dialogue in Chicago. It was a formal meeting that brought together religious 

leaders and theologians from different faith marking the beginning of global 

interreligious dialogue.6Not only states, non-state actors also concern about the 

interfaith dialogue.Firstly, they hoped the interfaith dialogue could become the 

effective tool to bring the peace into the world when they would unity in the 

religious diversity, not to abolish the different among religion. 

 In the next period of 1983 until present time, interfaith dialogue has 

questioned by many sides about its correlation within diplomacy and foreign 

policy. 7  Instead nowadays, interfaith dialogue could be used as one of 

thediplomacy tools, especially to attempt cooperation with different socio-cultural 

states. International organizations support the development of interfaith dialogue 

within United Nations (UN). For instance in 2010, UN established the resolution 

A/65/5 and A/65/138 to promote world peace by interfaith dialogue.8Basically the 

                                                        
6 “The Importance and Purpose of Interfaith Dialogue in Global Affairs”, Published in The 
Journal of Inter-Religious Dialogue, June 10th, 2009, p. 2. 
7 AgustinusSumartono, “BingkaiDiplomasi Indonesia “SekelumitCatatan Media 
Massa”,DepartemenLuarNegeri Indonesia: Jakarta, 2008, “Dialog AntarIman” p. 197. 
8  “Promotion of interreligious and intercultural dialogue, understanding and cooperation for 
peace”,United Nations General Assembly Resolution , April 5th, 2011. 
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efforts of Global Interfaith Dialogue are maintaining the international cooperation 

with different states and also promote peace. 

 Republic of Indonesia as the state as plural state acquisition the new identities 

as the moderate force with most of Muslim population along as the democracy 

and shared the tolerance especially in interfaith to the international norms. 

Indonesia has given full support to the development of interfaith in the national, 

bilateral, multilateral, regional, and even in international scope. From the history 

of Indonesia, interfaith dialogue has been around since ancient time, but in period 

of the development of interfaith dialogue, Indonesia with diverse shared religion 

has willingness to empower the civil society and the result was considered success. 

Afterward interfaith dialogue in domestic level becomes the conflict resolution to 

many disputes those happened in Indonesia, especially in religion confrontation. 

For instance is the religions conflict and disputation inPoso, Maluku that mostly 

happened due to the clash between Christian and Muslim. 9 Because the 

consideration in domestic level and as the ‘intermestic’ issue, Indonesia attempted 

its focus in topic of interfaith dialogue. Italso has explained how foreign policy of 

Indonesia also shaped by domestic influence. 

 Therefore, the capability of religion dispute solving in Indonesia as secularist 

state that plural but with most Muslim was considered by states to committed the 

participation of Indonesia in several interfaith dialogue in regional - either 

bilateral or multilateral and international scope. Subsequently, Indonesia really 

appreciated the diplomacy through interfaith dialogue and continues the 

                                                        
9 “Mengembalikan Citra Indonesia”. Tabloid Diplomasi, 
DirektoratDiplomasiDepartemenLuarNegeri: Jakarta, No. 32 Tahun III, 15 Juni - 14 Juli 2011, p. 8. 
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developing of the dialogue process within international organization, regional 

cooperation, and mostly bilateral dialogue. Indonesia has expected the interfaith 

dialogue as the strength to enhance the soft power, build cultural education for 

dialogue, sustain cooperation in any fields, maintain the world peace, and 

assigned Indonesia as bridge builder to overcome the gap between Islam and 

Western. Thus Indonesia presently concerned with the foreign policy for the 

implementation of the activity of interfaith dialogue. This moment,Indonesia is 

known as state that has pluralistic religions and has aim to promoting global peace 

through interfaith dialogue, domestically, regionally, and even internationally. 

 In the context of global interfaith dialogue, for instancein United States of 

America (USA), interfaith dialogues are rising after the tragedy of 9/11 because 

there was speculation the religion issues behind it. The misconceptions brought 

the negative impact to the Islamic state. Notwithstanding Indonesia is not Islamic 

state, but with the majority of Indonesia’s population is Muslim, therefore it really 

affected the bilateral cooperation of Indonesia and USA. There were several 

interfaith dialogue meetings between USA and Indonesia that had implemented. It 

also had substantial implication to their bilateral cooperation by applied socio-

cultural element of religious in international relations. ‘Shared Concerns and 

Commitments Indonesia-USA Interfaith Cooperation’ in 201010 was one of the 

outstanding cooperation that could play the role of religious matter as soft power 

in international relations related to their subsequent bilateral cooperation. Hence, 

at present time Indonesia and USA in their bilateral cooperation would maintain 
                                                        
10“Kerjasama Bilateral Indonesia – AmerikaSerikat” 
http://www.kemlu.go.id/Pages/IFPDisplay.aspx?Name=BilateralCooperation&IDP=37&P=Bilater
al&l=id (retrieved at September, 9th, 2012.) 
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some positive and good intentional through their soft power beside by economy 

cooperation. 

 This research is attempted to emphasize the foreign policy and its action and 

implication of Republic of Indonesia with respect to the interfaith dialogue in the 

frame of constructivist theory. It focuses on Indonesia’s new identities since 

President Soeharto’s era, the foreign policy objectives, and then as the soft power 

and being good diplomacy to the cooperation in the interfaith dialogue for states 

in the framework of international relations, especially in 2004 until present time 

(November 30rd, 2012). Interfaith dialogue in the framework of international 

relations in Indonesia was emerging in 2004, two years after the Bali Bombing. 

From 2004 until 2012, there are several interfaith dialogues that were held and 

participated by Indonesia. There are continued effort from Indonesia to promote 

common cooperative, constructive, and positive intentions through it foreign 

policy and cooperation in interfaith dialogue become essential.  

 

1.2 Research Question 

 In fact, states as the actor in international relations usually ignore the 

importance of foreign policy towards interfaith dialogue because it is seen 

unpopular and not to effective as soft power and diplomacy tools. The focus of 

this research is to comprehend the foreign policy of Republic of Indonesia toward 

the interfaith dialogue, including the cooperation in the interfaith dialogue in the 

framework of international relations in period of 2004-2012. As mentioned before, 
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the progress of globalization has constructed and emphasized the soft power as 

the diplomacy tools to enhance the relationship between both states.  

 Based on the central point of the subject matter and the limitation of problem 

above, the writer focus on one research questions: 

1. What are theforeign policy actions taken by the Republic of Indonesia’s 

governmentin promoting interfaith dialogue within the period of 2004-

2012? 

2. How those foreign policies actionsbeimplemented by the Republic of 

Indonesia’s government within the period of 2004-2012?  

 

1.3 Research Purposes 

 This research could answer the research questions of this thesis. Therefore the 

researcher and the reader could comprehendthe central point of the subject matter 

and the limitation of problem in this research. The research purposes of this 

research are as follows: 

1. Describe and explain the foreign policy actions taken by the Republic of 

Indonesia’s government in promoting interfaith dialogue within the period 

of 2004-2012. 

2. Describe and explain the foreign policy actions, which are implemented by 

the Republic of Indonesia’s government within the period of 2004-2012. 

 

 

1.4 The Benefit of Research 
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 1.4.1 Theoretically 

 Theoretically, the research is expected to provide contribution and knowledge 

to the international relations studies, especially for the foreign policy that is 

implied by Indonesia towards the interfaith dialogue in the framework of 

International Relations. Moreover, this research could be used as the additional 

data and information for another similar of topic research that has only slightly 

found; thereby this research can be further developed and deepened in the future. 

 

 1.4.2 Practically 

 Practically, this research is expected for the development of Indonesia in its 

foreign policy to further comprehend the signification and implications of 

interfaith dialogue, especially as soft power toward foreign policy and cooperation 

in interfaith dialogue. Expectantly it also could be used by the international world 

to realize the importance of their foreign policy towards interfaith dialogue. 

Therefore, these are function and benefit of the research. 

 

1.5 Systematical of Research  

 The research would be written as a thesis systematically as explained below: 

 CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION 

 CHAPTER I is the introduction part. It starts from the research 

background of the topic, research questions, research purposes, 

and the benefit of research along with the systematical of 

research. 
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CHAPTER II FRAMEWORK 

 CHAPTER II gives an explanation the conceptual and theory 

framework of the research within literature review. The concept 

and theory furthermore would be use to support the analytical 

aspect of the topic. The conceptual frameworks that would be 

used are constructivism with theory of soft power, 

transnationalism, and so on. 

 

CHAPTER III  RESEARCH METHOD 

 CHAPTER III describes about the research method that could 

be used. This chapter is started by the description of research 

scope, methodology approach, and all kinds of source of the 

data along with the data collection and the analysis.  

 

CHAPTER IV ASSESMENT 

 CHAPTER IV gives an explanation about the result of research 

as an assessment. They are the data collection that has been 

analyzed with the research method. The research question 

would be answered in this chapter from the data that have been 

processed. 

CHAPTER V CLOSING 
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 CHAPTER V is the closing chapter that would end and 

complete the whole research. There is a conclusion from entire 

research and suggestion from the researcher to the matters of 

topic and parties who are related. 
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