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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

In the era of globalization, politics and security become important aspect 

for a nation to strengthen its economic and existence. The nation tries to make 

community and association to strengthen not only their political and economy 

aspect but also security in their regional area. The nation tries to make 

cooperation and association in the regional area to develop their economic, 

politics, and security; therefore they can compete with other nations.

South East Asia is the regional area, which consists of many countries. To 

strengthen the security in the community of South East Asia, they have

established an association to strengthen their position in international forum 

in the field of economics, socio culture, and politics. The Association of 

Asian Nations or ASEAN was established on August 8th 1967 in Bangkok, by 

five original member countries, namely Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, 

Singapore and Thailand. The important aim of this association is to accelerate 

economic development, social improvement and cultural expansion in the 

region and also to advance regional peace and stability through long lasting 

respect of justice and the rule of law in the relationship among countries in 

the region and loyalty to the principle of the United Nation Charter. ASEAN
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nowadays, grew into a bigger association; the development of ASEAN and 

the development of ASEAN affect the regional stability in that area1.

ASEAN as a regional institution is expected to bring member countries 

into economic and politically stable. It is necessary for economic conditions 

and the process of democratization in the ASEAN countries. There is no time

for ASEAN to put any conflicts under the power, and each ASEAN member 

country allows find their own way and finish the border conflicts. It is time to 

be proactively showing ASEAN credibility, as the regional cooperation 

organization by encouraging member countries to form ASEAN Community 

2015.

ASEAN realizes the important security of the community to compete in

international forum, ASEAN by the year 2020, must establish a peaceful and 

stable Southeast Asia region where each nation is at peace with itself and 

where the causes for conflict have been eliminated, through abiding respect 

for justice and the rule of law and through the strengthening of national and 

regional resilience, therefore they establish the ASEAN Political-Security 

Community2. The establishment of an ASEAN Security Community (ASC)

would ensure that countries in the region live at peace with one another and 

with the world at large in a just, democratic and harmonious environment. 

The ASC would be based on shared norms and rules of good conducts in 

inter-state relations; effective conflict prevention and resolution mechanisms; 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1 Amitav Achya, Constructing a security Community in Southeast Asia: ASEAN and the problem 

of regional Order. Routledge 2001 p 20
2 http://www.rsis.edu.sg/publications/WorkingPapers/WP42.PDF accessed in 22September 2012
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and post-conflict peace building activities.  The ASC promotes an ASEAN-

wide political and security cooperation in consonance with the ASEAN 

Vision 2020 rather than a defense pact, military alliance or a joint foreign 

policy.3 The ASC Plan of Action is mutually reinforcing with bilateral 

cooperation between ASEAN Member Countries while recognizing the 

sovereign rights of the Member Countries to pursue their individual foreign 

policies and defense arrangements. In addressing future security challenges, 

ASEAN Member Countries share the responsibility for strengthening peace, 

stability, and security of the region and free from foreign military interference 

in any form or manifestation.

The establishment of ASC hopefully contributes further promotion of 

peace and security in the wider Asia Pacific region. In this regard, the ASC is 

open and outward looking, engaging ASEAN’s friends and Dialogue Partners 

to promote peace and stability in the region. The ASC are guided by the five 

strategic thrusts in the ASC Plan of Action, namely, political development, 

shaping and sharing of norms, conflict prevention, conflict resolution, and 

post-conflict peace building. Therefore, ASC established ASEAN Regional 

Forum (ARF) in 1994. The ASC would reflect ASEAN’s determination to 

move forward the stages of ARF at a pace comfortable to all. In this regard, 

the ASC will strengthen ASEAN’s role as the driving force in the ARF.

The decision to establish ARF resulted from several motivations. First, 

the changes of the region strategic environment forces ASEAN countries to 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
3 http://www.aseansec.org/AR05/PR-Peace.pdf accesed in 20 September 2012
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question their sub-regional approach to security. This primarily resulted from 

the external origins of post cold war security challenges and the strategic and 

economic interdependence linking their sub region to the rest of the Asia-

Pacific. ASEAN hoped to consolidate its diplomatic position in post cold war, 

particular since 1991; International Conference on Cambodia that concluded 

the Third Indochina conflict. ARF also was seen by ASEAN’s member states

as an instrument to comprehensive unity in a stable regional system4.

ARF is a forum established by the ASEAN in 1994 as a vehicle for 

dialogue and consultation on matters related to politics and security in the 

region, as well as to discuss and create a unified view of the all-participant 

countries to reduce threats to their stability and security in the region. In this 

regard, ASEAN is a major driver in the ARF. ARF agrees to take 

comprehensive security concept not only includes aspects of traditional 

military and security issues, but also related to the political, economic, social, 

and other issues such as, non-traditional security issues. ARF is a multilateral 

discussion group focusing on dialogue and confidence building measure as 

first step to cooperative security.

The purpose of the ARF was as a key vehicle in realizing the ASEAN 

goal in creating and maintaining stability and harmony in the region, the ARF 

established two main objectives consist of5:

1. Developing constructive dialogue and consultation on political issues 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
4 http://www.asean.org/communities/asean-political-security-community/category/asean-regional-

forum accessed in September 20 2012
5 http://cns.miss.edu/infentory/pdfs/arf.pdf accessed August 15 2012
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and security of common interest and concern, and

2. Positive contribution in efforts to create confidence building, 

preventive diplomacy, conflict resolution in the Asia-Pacific region.

ARF is expected to become a valuable contributor to the maintenance of 

harmony and stability in the Asia-Pacific region. The performance ARF is

also complemented by activities carried out by non-governmental entities 

within the ARF. As a forum for dialogue, ARF is expected to be an 

instrumental role for the creation and development of transparency, increased 

confidence, and understanding to avoid or reduce mutual suspicion and 

misunderstanding among the participating countries. Furthermore, This will 

further enhance peace, national security and stability. By strengthen peace and 

security in the region will provide a comfortable environment that is essential 

for the success of national development in each participating country6. This in 

turn will encourage greater community in the region. 

According to conceptual view, ARF’s sense of community is being 

united by the development of shared interests and norms (traditional security 

concerns plus other issues such as, maritime issues, piracy and drug 

trafficking). The ARF has made modest progress in encouraging 

transparency. The use of force not allow between ARF members so it is not 

clear that the existence of ARF has contributed to this peaceful state of 

affairs7. There has been some, however slight, progress towards preventive 

defense. Even though ARF seems doesn’t consider about conflict resolution. 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
6 http://www.aseansec.org/AR05/PR-Peace.pdf accessed in August, 19 2012
7 http://aseanregionalforum.asean.org/library/arf-chairman-statements-and-reports.html accessed 

August, 20 2012
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In the current phase of Confidence Building Measure (CBM) and 

Preventive Diplomacy (PD), the ARF must play an important role for the 

prevention of conflict and increased conflict solution. ARF also expected to

play a role in order to avoid the use of force and threat of force. In the future, 

the ARF is also managed as a means for the resolution of such conflict. ARF 

can be a key vehicle to promote a culture of dialogue, understanding and 

tolerance in a peaceful manner. This expectation arises from the concept 

paper that stated by the ARF itself. The establishment of that forum can be an 

important tool to enhance Regional Corporation in the most diverse sub-

region of the Asia-Pacific. Regional Corporation can be a great hope for the 

Asia-pacific to enhancing the peace and prosperity in region.

In the theory, ASEAN and the ARF normally depicted as associative 

forms of security arrangement that may be defined as alternative to those 

characteristics of and employing the traditional concept of balance power. 

ASEAN and ARF are discussed in the context of security theory, international 

cooperation and institution building. In particular, many scholars of Southeast 

ASEAN relations have classified ARF as security regimes. ASEAN and ARF 

concern with bilateral tension, territorial disputes and other forms of potential 

threats can exist communities where one observes a complete and long-term 

convergence of interest between members in the avoidance war.8 ASEAN

and ARF are also discussed as institutional manifestation of corporative 

security and understood as an institutionalized forum that might serve both as

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
8http://www.mofa.gov.vn/en/nr040807104143/nr040807105001/ns101228091401 accessed in 

September 22 2012
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a complement and as an alternative to balance of power practice. ASEAN and 

ARF purposed as an institution that promote the objectives associated with 

cooperative security. They aim to move beyond conventional balance of 

power practice by improving the environment in which security relation takes 

place9.

The scholar’s stated in many of journal about the purpose of the 

establishment of ARF based on the concept paper and vision statement which 

resulted from meeting forum every year. ARF always state in their statement, 

they will become regional security architecture and made regional 

arrangement, forum and cooperative framework that always develop to next 

level every year. The ARF realized the important role to significantly 

contribute challenging political landscape and evolving regional security 

architecture. ARF promises to make further effort to raise the effectiveness.

In practice, in the other hand, the development of ARF faced problems in 

dealing with its members. Such as those being experienced in Thailand and 

Cambodia conflict. Thailand and Cambodia are neighboring countries in 

Southeast Asia with a long common border and a history of wars and disputes 

between them. Latest border dispute erupted into violence in October 2008 

and April 2009, as the armies of the two countries clashed over the ownership 

of an ancient temple and surrounding land. ASEAN's role should also be 

active in the settlement of the case between Thailand and Cambodia. Both 

countries are in areas experiencing conflict not only because of Preah vhear, 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
9 http://library.thinkquest.org/07aug/02196/regionalpeace.html accesed in September, 16 2012

 



! )

but the conflict between Thailand and Cambodia flared up due to the 

involvement of Thaksin Shinawarta in the government of Cambodia, 

Cambodian Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawarta raised as an economic adviser 

of Cambodia, the appointment This happens simply because of the ability of 

Thaksin in economic structure was no doubt anymore. On the other hand, 

Thailand considers that Cambodia has interfered in the internal issues of 

Thailand. At that time, Thaksin Shinawrwatra still became a fugitive in

Thailand, as it is considered as a pioneer driving the Red Shirt uprising in 

Thailand. In addition to the border dispute, the Thai government expressed 

extreme displeasure when Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen recently 

praised former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra of Thailand and offered a 

job. Hun Sen appointed Thaksin, who was convicted on corruption charges in 

Thailand, as an economic adviser. Thaksin was ousted by a military coup in 

Thailand in 200610.

The role of the ASEAN Regional Forum is particularly highly 

expected in the settlement of the case between Thailand and Cambodia. 

ASEAN should not only provide a solution to the case of both countries in 

conflict, but also should actively participate take action in solving the 

case.11 This study discusses the role of ARF as a means of attempt to protect 

the security of ASEAN region together with the countries of Asia Pacific 

because ARF is a multilateral forum that focuses on dialogue to define and 

build the first step of security cooperation. The ARF itself is the first 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
10 http://www.nytimes.com/2011/04/25/world/asia/25 temples.html accesed in 3 Juli 2012
11 Ralf Emmers.oorperation Security and the balance of power in ASEAN and ARF.2003.Routledg 

Coursen 
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security agreement made at the regional level: the Asia-Pacific region. 

Based on the purpose of ARF establishment in the above, ARF 

hopefully can provide an opportunity to discuss views on regional security 

and integrate their different isolated country into a regional security system. 

ARF hopefully encourages the construction pattern changes on the 

relationship between the major powers with interests in the region. In other 

words, ARF hopefully can become a forum to maintain peace situation of 

regional security relations. However, from ARF’s promise as role to be 

security community. It must be as fundamental improving ability to address 

Thailand and Cambodia conflict as ASEAN territory. 

This research will examine the purpose, objective, scope and 

functioning ASEAN Regional Forum and analyzed ARF’s achievement, 

expectation and lack of ARF. In this research will also be examined about

the effectiveness and role of ASEAN and ARF security regime in the 

creation of security cooperation, because the problem not only about 

struggling border issues Thailand - Cambodia, but also still there are many 

of regional conflicts will threat ARF in the future.  It make some paradigm 

argument the purpose of APSC through ARF in promoting ASEAN as the

main controller security and regional stability of Southeast Asia which is

vulnerable fail to be actualized. In fact, conflict is not always threaten the 

security but we do believe conflict also effect security in regional therefore 

its important issue to be discussed in regional forum such as ARF. It also 

examines identity formation in ASEAN, explored by looking at the claims 
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made by ASEAN elites about regionally specific ways of problem solving 

and cooperation. The research will measure a priori, that ARF has already 

become a security community in Deutsch’s terms or perhaps become a full-

fledged security community and also the purposes of this research is to use 

the idea of security community as a framework within which to examine the 

evolution and nature of ARF political and security role and identify the 

constraints it faces in developing a viable regional security community to 

see their effectiveness.

1.2 Research Question:

The establishment of the ARF has many goals to create stability in South-

East Asia region. In time there are conflicts and political cresses that could 

lead to disruption stability regional of security. This thesis examines the role 

and formation of ARF that began in 1995 to achieve the objectives of 

ASEAN Community. This Research on Thailand Cambodia conflict can help 

to analyze what has been done by the ARF to maintain stability. Function of 

by ASEAN Regional Forum can be seen and studied by the actions taken by 

the ARF as a security community that maintain regional security. Based on 

the above explanation, then the problem in this study as follows:

1. What has ARF done in the ASEAN Community as a security community

to create regional security and stability?

2. What is the impact of Traditional security (Thailand-Cambodia conflict)

issue toward security in ASEAN’s member country?
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3. What are the limitations of ARF related with sovereignty of ASEAN 

member of nation?

4. What the barriers faced by ARF to maintain regional security?

5. Has the role of ARF been effective in creating security and stability and 

overcoming the Traditional security and non-traditional issue as their 

promise as security regimes in regional?

1.3 Purpose:

In accordance with the problems that have been formulated before, the 

purpose of this study was as follows:

1. Knowing what it is ARF, ARF purpose and its role in addressing the issue 

in the ASEAN member countries.

2. Knowing the role of ARF limits that do not violate the sovereignty of 

member countries of ASEAN

3. Knowing the role of ARF is managed to find a point of peace in Thailand 

Cambodia Conflict of its intended

4. Knowing what try to resolve the conflict ARF Thailand and Cambodia's 

security and regional stability in accordance with the purpose of the initial 

formation of the ARF.

1.4 Usefulness of research

A. Common use of the academic writing of this work is as a scientific study of 

international relations, especially regarding the ASEAN member countries to 
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adopt the existing concepts. Concepts and theories that have sought and 

discussed the problems associated with the formulation of the problem so the 

problem can be found the answer and hopefully this scientific work can 

continue and get a new theory

2. Practical usefulness of this study is as an input on how the ASEAN member 

countries to adopt concepts such as regionalism, sovereignty principle to 

explain the ASEAN Regional Forum as part of it. And can also be used for a 

reference or guideline for resolving the conflict in Thailand-Cambodia. This 

study can also be used as a means the responsibility of ARF if it is appropriate 

to the purpose of establishing the initial implementation of this community to 

be viewed and reviewed together in 2015. Whether the ARF is to function well 

and deserves to be preserved because it can perform the function can initially 

be referred to as the usefulness of this research.

1.5 Research plan

After all this research is done, then the following results with the analysis made 

into a full report with a systematic way as follows:

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION

Chapter I is an introduction that begins with background research on the topic to 

be studied is then followed by the formulation of the problem, purpose and 

usefulness of this research, to the systematics of writing. The background here is 

about the ins and outs of the ARF and the challenges facing the problem of 

internal problems, the background of Thailand and Cambodia war’s cause, and 

what is the ARF’s fundamental so they must intervene Thailand and Cambodia to 
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solve the conflict. Because there is non-intervention principle in ASEAN Charter 

we can see there is limited in ARF to give intervention to the Thailand Conflict.  

CHAPTER II THEORITICAL FRAMEWORK

Chapter II contains about literature review where the books take as a reference 

journal. Referring to the theory of international relations theory related to the 

above problems such as liberalism, as compared with neo liberalism, regionalism, 

and the sovereignty of a country even when there is an international organization. 

Described here is also on the position of the ASEAN Regional Forum as a regime 

and international organizations. In theoretical framework, this research also 

explained about the theory that became a background why South East Asia made 

ASEAN and ASEAN made ARF which implementation ASEAN’s community 

2015.

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Chapter III is to explain the method used in this study. In this case the method 

used is a quantitative way to describe the existing problems and new research to 

get the conclusion of the above problems. Referring to the book, quoting directly 

and indirectly does the observation. Conducting interviews, reading scientific 

journals to find out the opinions of experts on issues related to this.

CHAPTER IV RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Chapter IV of this chapter is a breakdown of the three stages conducted. After 

analyzing the concepts and theories of the concept of combining with the fact that 

there is therefore produced results and discussion. Here will be explained about 

the role of ARF and accountability in dealing with conflicts Thailand and 
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Cambodia are already in accordance with the implementation of the original 

purpose of establishment of the ARF.

CHAPTER V Conclusion

Chapter V is a concluding chapter that the conclusions drawn from the results of 

this study. Conclusions and suggestions may be a conclusion to the future. So that 

scientific work can be further developed.

 




