
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

  

Chapter I begin with background research on the topic that will be 

examined, followed by the research problems, research objectives, research 

contributions, both practical and theoretical uses, research method, and thesis 

organization of the research. 

 

1.1  Background 

In this era of globalization, the level of interdependence between countries 

increased and is a matter that can not be avoided. And therefore, it is important to 

establish good relations between countries. Relations between countries are 

reflected in all areas since the establishment of the state. These relationships are 

being made to bridge the proximity between countries. Each country has some 

linkage and interdependence with each other, which make a major contribution to 

the relationship between countries.  

Indonesia is an archipelago state with 17,499 islands and an extent of 

water territory that reaches 5.8 million km².1 The coastline is 81,900 km in length, 

                                                        
1 ‘Border Management Reform In Transition Democracies.’ 2007. Available: 
http://www.bm_bordermanagement_reform_engl-1.pdf. Downloaded on 3 September 2012. 

 



and two thirds of the Indonesian territory is made up of sea.2 Indonesian sea area 

is four times greater than its land area, which is about 7.9 million km².3 Indonesia 

shares its sea borders with ten states, namely Malaysia, Singapore, the 

Philippines, India, Thailand, Vietnam, Republic of Palau, Australia, Timor Leste, 

and Papua New Guinea.4 Indonesia has 92 islands directly adjacent to neighboring 

countries, namely: Malaysia, Vietnam, the Philippines, Republic of Palau, 

Australia, East Timor, India, Singapore, and Papua New Guinea.5 There are 12 

islands of which have vulnerabilities or potential to become a source of conflict 

due to its borders with neighboring countries. One of the islands is Miangas 

Island. 

Miangas Island is geographically located on the border of Indonesia and 

the Philippines. Miangas is one of the islands in Nanusa Islands, North Sulawesi, 

which has an area of about 3.15 km².6 Miangas Island is the outer islands of 

Indonesia, which is part of the Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia, but 

according to the Philippines government data, Miangas Island entry into the 

territorial of the Philippines. Miangas Island is located adjacent with the Southern 

Philippine Island of Mindanao, so that by the Philippines, Miangas Island is 

named by Palmas Island (Isla de Las Palmas).  

                                                        
2 Batara and Sukadis. Op Cit., p. 44 
3 Ibid. 
4 ‘In A Borderless World, Borders Do Matter.’ Available: 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2011/01/24/in-a-borderless-world-borders-do-matter.html. 
Accessed on 3 September 2012. 
5 ‘193 Titik Dasar, 92 Pulau Terluar.’ Available: http://www.bakosurtanal.go.id/bakosurtanal/193-
titik-dasar-92-pulau-terluar. Accessed on 3 September 2012. 
6 ‘West Philippine Sea, Kalayaan, Scarborough, Miangas, Sabah, Etc.’ Available: 
http://cbanga360.net/2012/09/14/west-philippine-sea-kalayaan-scarborough-miangas-sabah-etc/. 
Accessed on 3 September 2012. 

 



Island of Palmas dispute occurred between the United States against the 

Netherlands, which has existed since before the Indonesia and the Philippines. 

Under the Treaty of Paris, 1898, the United States claimed that Miangas Island is 

located in the sovereign territory of the Philippines. An agreement was signed on 

January 23, 1925, between the United States and the Netherlands to submit the 

dispute to binding arbitration. The arbitrator in the case was Max Huber. Huber 

was charged to determine "whether the Island of Palmas or Miangas in its entirety 

forms a part of territory belonging to the United States of America or of 

Netherlands territory”.7 However, the arbitrator’s decision, Max Huber ruled in 

favor of the Netherlands’ position and stated that the Netherlands held actual title 

to Palmas.8  

 Miangas Island belongs to Indonesia as it has been officially stated by the 

International Court of Justice. Miangas Island is in the territorial sovereignty of 

Indonesia (1928). The truth is no doubt that Miangas Island belongs to Indonesia. 

However, why Miangas Island is still vulnerable to the border issues? 

Accordingly, border areas are more likely to seem isolated, underdeveloped, and 

impoverished. Miangas own vulnerability to ideological, political, social, and 

cultural rights that come from the Philippines.  

 Border security should be a concern of the Indonesian government. When 

International Court of Justice decided to awarded Sipadan and Ligitan to Malaysia 

                                                        
7 ‘West Philippine Sea, Kalayaan, Scarborough, Miangas, Sabah, Etc.’ Available: 
http://cbanga360.net/2012/09/14/west-philippine-sea-kalayaan-scarborough-miangas-sabah-etc/. 
Accessed on 3 September 2012. 
8 Ibid. 

 



after a long complicated legal process in 2002, it seems to provide substantial 

trauma to the Indonesian government. Besides, negative issues about Miangas are 

growing in the media.  

 The extent of the territory of Indonesia, which borders with a number of 

countries in both terrestrial and sea areas require a comprehensive border 

management, both in security management and law enforcement. Other than 

Miangas Island, Indonesia has three outer islands directly adjacent to the 

Philippines, namely Marore Island and Marampit Island. Unfortunately, these 

three islands often became the site of transnational crimes. Regional security 

issues that tend to be increasingly widespread, such as crimes of terrorism, illegal 

fishing, drugs trafficking, etc, can threaten the regional security. In addition, 

border and sovereignty issues have the potential to be a conflict between regional 

countries, which will affect the stability of the region. Government's attention to 

the border issues is the most important thing in maintaining a country region. 

Today, relations between countries around the world are not only focused 

on state actors but also non-state actors. Diplomacy comes from the desire of the 

world community to establish a world order of harmony and balance that is 

reflected through peace. Diplomacy is the effort of dealing with any problems that 

occur between countries concerned, which took place peacefully without the use 

of military or violent means.9 In resolving border issues regarding Miangas Island 

between Indonesia and the Philippines also conducted by diplomatic means 

                                                        
9 ‘What Is Diplomacy?’ Available: 
http://www.totaldiplomacy.com/RiskStrategyGuides/Diplomacy1WhatisDiplomacy/tabid/73/Defa
ult.aspx. Accessed on 3 September 2012. 

 



through negotiations. One of the objectives of the negotiations is to prevent the 

continuing conflict of interstate relations. Negotiation occurs because the person, 

the organization, or the country has different interests and is used to meet the 

interests of each other. This research will delve further the border issues regarding 

Miangas Island and the process of bilateral problem solving between Indonesia 

and the Philippines. Further, in regional terms, in particular the role of ASEAN as 

a regional organization for Indonesia and the Philippines in Southeast Asia to 

overcome the border issues that occurred between related parties.  

ASEAN (Association of South East Asian Nations) is a regional 

organization in Southeast Asia. ASEAN comprises ten countries, namely 

Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, the Philippines, Brunei Darussalam, 

Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, and Vietnam. ASEAN was formed during the reign 

of the new order that was initiated by President Soeharto. Based on the Bangkok 

Declaration of 8 August 1967, the actual background of the formation of ASEAN, 

is a political nature, nations of Southeast Asia are equally responsible for 

strengthening the economic stability, socio-cultural of the region, and to ensure 

their national development. They have determined to maintain their stability and 

security from external interference, for maintaining their national identity in 

accordance with the ideals and aspirations of the people. ASEAN plays an 

important role in the economic, social, cultural, particularly, in the achievement of 

peace and stability in Southeast Asia.  

The role of diplomacy is important to formulate a security system along 

with other countries in ASEAN. ASEAN is a means for Indonesia and the 

 



Philippines for diplomacy, develop business opportunities through bilateral 

cooperation also creates stability of border areas, so that the conflict can be 

avoided and prevented. Regional organizations should play a role as a mediator 

and should be able to design a conflict resolution procedure to resolve issues 

between member states with its authority. As a regional organization that 

embodies Indonesia and the Philippines, ASEAN provide a forum for negotiations 

between member countries both in conflict situations and in conditions that 

potentially lead to conflict. However, the effectiveness ASEAN is still 

questionable. 

Indonesia can not unilaterally set the border without recognition from 

other countries, as well as neighboring countries can not set a border with 

Indonesia without going through bilateral negotiations. Related to the border area 

between Indonesia and the Philippines, both countries yet clearly define the 

boundary of territorial waters. Indonesian government has made some efforts in 

resolving border issues regarding Miangas Island, among which bilateral efforts 

by border diplomacy that is realized in the framework of bilateral cooperation.  

The framework of cooperation by Indonesia and the Philippines, among 

others, in December 2003, the two countries for the first time began a Joint 

Permanent Working Group on Maritime and Ocean Concerns (JPWG-MOC) on 

the 1 to 5 December 2003, with an emphasis on discussion about Maritime 

 



Boundary Delimitation between Indonesia and the Philippines.10 Other than that, 

there is also Joint Border Committee (JBC), which discusses security issues 

particularly in the border areas of minor outlying islands. 

Bilateral relationship between Indonesia and the Philippines has 

significantly progressed in recent years. Indonesia and the Philippines have signed 

a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Cooperation in Preventing and 

Combating Transnational Crimes and Capacity Building, as well as the Joint 

Declaration concerning Maritime Boundary Delimitation.11 Bilateral relations of 

the Republic of Indonesia and the Philippines are developed through various 

cooperation opportunities in order to further strengthen the bilateral relations that 

have been established. In resolving the border issues, Indonesia and the 

Philippines agreed to enhance cooperation in order to support security and 

stability in the region, with the further negotiations on Maritime Boundary 

Delimitation.  

 

1.2 Research Problems 

From the background described above, it can be concluded the following 

problems: 

                                                        
10 ‘Indonesia-Philipina Belum Sepakat Soal Batas Negara.’ Available: 
http://sulutonline.com/berita/819-indonesia-philipina-belum-sepakat-soal-batas-negara.html. 
Accessed on 5 September 2012. 
11 ‘Kerjasama Indonesia-Filipina.’ Available: 
http://kominfonewscenter.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1205:kerjasama
-indonesia--filipina&catid=37:luar-negeri&Itemid=2. Accessed on 3 September 2012. 

 



1) What factors cause border issues between Indonesia and the Philippines 

regarding Miangas Island (Isla de Las Palmas) in the 2003-2011 period? 

2) How bilateral relations between Indonesia and the Philippines in resolving 

border issues regarding Miangas Island (Isla de Las Palmas) in the 2003-

2011 period? 

3) How ASEAN effectiveness as regional organization in resolving border 

issues regarding Miangas Island (Isla de Las Palmas) in the 2003-2011 

period? 

 

1.3 Research Objectives 

Based on the research problems can be concluded that the objectives of 

this research are as follows: 

1) To find out the factors causing border issues between Indonesia and the 

Philippines regarding Miangas Island (Isla de Las Palmas) in the 2003-

2011 period. 

2) To evaluate the bilateral relations between Indonesia and the Philippines 

in resolving border issues regarding Miangas Island (Isla de Las Palmas) 

in the 2003-2011 period. 

 



3) To determine the ASEAN effectiveness as regional organization in 

resolving border issues regarding Miangas Island (Isla de Las Palmas) in 

the 2003-2011 period. 

 

1.4 Research Contributions 

1.4.1  Practical Uses 

The practical use of which is expected to be achieved after the research is 

to find out factors causing border issues regarding Miangas Island (Isla de Las 

Palmas) between Indonesia and the Philippines. Associated with this practicality, 

it can be seen the relationship between Indonesia and the Philippines, and whether 

or not ASEAN is effective as regional organization in resolving border issues 

regarding Miangas Island (Isla de Las Palmas).  

In addition, through this research is also expected that Indonesia and the 

Philippines can build and maintain a more effective collaboration bilaterally and 

regionally. Thus, the usefulness of which is expected to be given by this research. 

 

1.4.2  Theoretical Uses 

Theoretically, this research is expected to contribute to the science of 

international relations or specifically on the discussion about the resolution of 

Indonesia and the Philippines border issues through bilateral and regional 

attempts regarding Miangas Island (Isla de Las Palmas). In addition, this research 

 



would also be useful as an additional source of information for others who will be 

doing similar research, so that this research can be further developed and 

deepened in the future. 

 

1.5  Research Method 

The technique used by the author to collect the data is qualitative 

technique of data collection with literature review and interview. An interview 

that is used in this qualitative research is in-depth interview. In-depth interview is 

a question and answer session directly or face to face with the interviewee. 

Meanwhile, the literature review is a study of data collection technique by 

analyzing the literatures in the form of articles, books, journals, and other 

information from the electronic media, which is then processed into a research 

data. 

 

1.6  Thesis Organization 

After all the research done, results and analysis are made into a complete 

report with the systematics of the following: 

 CHAPTER I   INTRODUCTION 

Chapter I begin with background research on the topic that 

will be examined, followed by the research problems, 

 



research objectives, research contributions, both practical 

and theoretical uses, research method, and thesis 

organization of this research. 

CHAPTER II   ANALYTICAL FRAMEWORK  

In Chapter II, the author will explain the whole concept or 

theory that is used for this research, which was initiated 

first by some literatures. Set of concepts and theories will 

be used to help the author analyze the related issues. This 

framework will use the perspective of neoliberalism and its 

derivative concepts and theories. 

CHAPTER III  RESEARCH METHOD 

In Chapter III, the author will describe the method to be 

used in the research. This section begins with a description 

of the scope of research, research type and method, types 

and sources of data, data collecting technique, and data 

analysis technique. 

CHAPTER IV  DATA AND ANALYSIS 

In Chapter IV, the author will elaborate on the facts and 

data obtained from the research that has been done. The 

results from the data then will be analyzed by using the 

analytical technique that previously been determined. This 

 



chapter is an answer to the research problems, by using data 

that has been obtained through a variety of sources and data 

collecting tecnique. 

CHAPTER V  CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Chapter V is a concluding chapter that would end the entire 

report of this research. This chapter contains the conclusion 

derived from the results of research and contains 

recommendations given by the author to the relevant parties 

in accordance with the problems studied. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




