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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

Even though there is no certain standard in determining democracy, 

yet it seems to be something worth to fight for in most people’s eyes. 

Democracy covers a very wide and broad definition. Generally, when it is 

related to a government constitution, it can be viewed as a form of 

government constitution that guarantees basic personal and political rights, 

fair and free elections, and independent courts of law.
1

However, democracy 

talks a lot more beyond political system. One of its key elements that 

becomes the point of discussion in this research paper is human rights. 

In the beginning of the democracy development in 1215, Magna 

Carta was issued by King John of England and the other nobles in order to 

recognize and guarantee some human rights towards their people. Human 

rights are very much related to democracy, as it is the core value of what 

democracy brings in, therefore many people would go for democracy from 

time to time. Beside human rights that people look for in democracy, 

democratic peace may also be the other consideration for them. Kant 

believes that checks and balances in a democratic government would act as 

a brake on the use of military force, unlike autocratic governments in which
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a single individual (or small ruling group) could make war without regard 

for the effect on the population. In terms of foreign policy making, 

international relations scholar have linked democracy with a kind of foreign 

policy fundamentally different from that of authoritarianism. One theory 

they considered was that democracies are generally more peaceful than 

authoritarian governments.
2

But the tricky question is, does democracy, in 

its implementation, really exercise human rights and peace?

In this borderless era, democracy has been developing rapidly from 

one country to another. It can happen because the exchange of ideology is 

irresistible as there are countless of cross border interactions between 

countries. These mutual international interactions are to fulfill the needs and

interests of each country, thus, resulting inevitable interdependent between 

one another. This phenomenon was starting particularly from the winning of 

the Western allies over the Eastern allies at the end of World War II. It is 

getting even more and more contagious since the Cold War has been over, 

symbolized by the destruction of Berlin Wall in October 1990. Since then, 

democracy has become some kind of politics trend spreading to all over the 

corners of the world. It is searched, fought, and somehow popularized by 

almost every single nation no matter what their backgrounds were.

The current strength of democracy was once again shown in the 

part of Middle East countries. Democratization in the Middle East reached

its peak lately around the beginning of 2011. It was all starting form
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Tunisia’s incident in December 2010, a vegetable seller guy called 

Mohamed Bouazizi set himself on fire in front of the provincial 

headquarters building. He decided to take such extreme action after being

humiliated and dejected by a policewomen who was about to confiscate his 

unlicensed vegetable cart and its goods. The residents of Sidi Bouzid, the 

place where Bouazizi lived, are all immensely proud of how this 26 years 

old guy’s actions spurred what many refer to as the "people's revolution" 

and how it has shaken despotic Arab governments elsewhere.
3

Because

since then, massive rebel demonstrations started to pop and ended up 

overthrowing the status quo of Tunisia’s authoritarian government. The

Tunisian civilians’ triumph against their government had inspired many 

nations, especially the surrounding countries who had experience the same 

thing being ruled unfairly under their authoritarian leaders. The way it 

happened was like domino effect theory, the initiative revolutionary 

movement from Tunisia influenced the other neighbor countries to take the 

same action towards their government, including Egypt, and followed by 

Libya. This unexpected phenomenon is known as the Arab Spring.

The fall of Colonel Muammar Gadhafi's regime in Libya was 

hailed as one of the great successes of the Arab Spring in 2011. However,

the process did not only happen in a blink of eyes. It took continuous 

massive demonstrations in the capital city (Tripoli) that killed more than 
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20,000 people including both civilians and government military.
4

This

Libyan civil war was a form of rebellion movement, supported by the West 

allies, rejecting the status quo against Muammar Gaddafi’s loyal military.

Gaddafi had ruled Libya authoritatively for 42 years long, since the young 

age of his 27. Inspired by Tunisian and Egyptian Revolution, the rebels 

across the country overthrew the authoritarian regime in a few months. This

radical movement reached its climax when National Transitional Council of

Libya took over the capital city of Libya and eventually got recognized by 

many countries (Americans, Europeans, Africans), including the United 

Nation.

Libyan Revolution would not be able to reach its objective 

successfully without the presence of North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

(NATO). Globalization has brought up countries in the same region to 

cooperate in achieving their common goals. NATO has been one of the 

international organizations that was actively involved in defending civilians’ 

human rights during the war. Previously, NATO had also operated 

humanitarian intervention in several conflicting countries such as Bosnia, 

Syria, and Kosovo. Later in 2011, strategic military operational steps, such 

as air strike, missile, and bombing, were carried out by NATO to achieve 

international world peace and at the same time promoting democracy in 

Libya. Its country members, particularly the USA, the UK, and France

simultaneously gave their contribution lasted for 8 tensed months and 
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stopped there until the death of Gaddafi was officially declared. At a glance 

of observation, NATO has eventually succeeded to achieve its main 

objective.

However, the involvement of NATO by giving humanitarian 

intervention to Libyan domestic dispute was raising a classic debate. To

those who are for democracy would most probably find humanitarian 

intervention by NATO towards Libya was legal and a right action could

have been done. Such intervention held a significant role in making the 

democracy transition in Libya possible. Yet, some other would argue that 

humanitarian intervention is nothing but a modern manifestation of the 

Western colonialism of the 19
th

century. By using the name of 

reconstruction, a capitalist set of constraints is imposed on a broken society 

that impairs its right of self-determination and prevents its leadership from 

adopting an approach to development that benefits the people of the country 

rather than makes foreign investors happy.
5

In the further extend, others 

argue that dominant countries are using humanitarian pretexts to pursue 

otherwise unacceptable geopolitical goals and to avoid the non-intervention

norm and legal prohibitions on the use of international force.

To be fair and square, in some perspectives, the argument 

mentioned above might be considered as a skeptical assumption against 

humanitarian intervention. Yet, there are some others who would count 

heavily more on sovereignty of a state rather than questioning humanitarian 
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intervention as a disguised manifestation by the Western. Although NATO

has successfully managed to achieve its objective by overthrowing Gadaffi’s 

regime, its humanitarian intervention using military force was clearly 

violating Libya’s sovereignty as a state. When is it permissible for 

international organizations to override state sovereignty to provide or 

protect internationally recognized human rights? The broad definition of 

intervention as “dictatorial interference” makes it difficult to draw a 

distinction between permissible intervention and permissible political 

activities because it includes both forcible and non-forcible measures.
6

Despite all the debates, whether it is a legal or illegal action to

conduct, the humanitarian intervention that was carried out by NATO 

towards Libya in 2011 had given influence towards what Libya has become 

today. Many world societies give their opinions saying that NATO’s

operation in Libya has rightly been hailed as a model of intervention.

However, there is still the need to have a deep observation to measure the 

impact, both positives and negatives, of NATO’s humanitarian intervention. 

At the end, there will always be pros and cons towards humanitarian 

interventions.
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1.2 Research Questions

This research focuses on analyzing the legality of humanitarian 

intervention carried out by NATO towards Libya in 2011. Starting from the 

elaboration of NATO’s decision making procedure and relating it with the 

existing international law, providing the precedent of similar humanitarian 

intervention’s cases, as well as compiling several arguments and ideology

that support humanitarian intervention. Yet, in order to make it balance, this 

research also observes the disagreement towards NATO’s operation in 

Libya from broader views. All kinds of violation committed by NATO 

during the intervention are to be revealed, since they might be one of the 

main arguments that may determine such intervention as an illegal act to 

carry. Eventually, all these pros and cons of the humanitarian intervention 

have significant influence towards the falling of Gaddafi’s regime and make 

what Libya has become today.

The description above can be broken down into four research

questions, they are:

1) In what form did the humanitarian intervention by NATO in 

Libya take place?

2) What makes such humanitarian intervention legal, if it is so?

3) What kind of legal, ethics, and ideology arguments would go 

against NATO’s humanitarian intervention in Libya?

4) What is the implication of NATO’s humanitarian intervention 

towards Libya’s sovereignty in the international society?
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1.3 Objectives

The objectives of this research are basically to answer all of the 

research questions above. Thus, when this research is finally done, both 

author and readers can have a good understanding of every single problem 

as well as the answer of this scientific research. The objectives of this 

research are bellow:

1) To describe the detail chronological events of humanitarian 

intervention that took place in Libya during the democracy 

transition.

2) To elaborate the legal aspect, precedents, and arguments that 

support humanitarian intervention by NATO in Libya become 

legitimate.

3) To explain the arguments and ideology that stand against 

NATO’s humanitarian intervention in Libya.

4) To portray the influence of NATO’s involvement towards 

Libya’s current sovereignty status in the international society.

1.4 Research Function

This research is written not just merely to fulfill one of the author’s 

academic requirements. But more than that, it can be very beneficial for the 

readers in some points, such as:
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1) Providing various and wide perspectives towards humanitarian 

intervention. By being as unbiased as possible, the author delivers both 

pros and cons arguments of humanitarian intervention in Libya as a model.

2) As a reference to conduct a lawful humanitarian intervention.

This research delivers complete international basis of conducting 

humanitarian intervention as well as the decision making and the ideal 

execution of it.

3) Giving proficient knowledge of what actually happened during democracy

transition in Libya.

The discussion in the research covers detail information of the 

chronological governance transition events in Libya along with the 

incidents.

1.5 Research Composition

In order to be able to clearly understand the point of the research as

a whole, the author presents this research with a structured and systematic 

writing method. The composition of this research is divided into 5 chapters. 

Below is the description of each chapter:

Chapter 1 – Introduction

The first chapter consists of:

• Background – the main reason why the topic of the research is 

chosen by the author.
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• Research Questions – focusing on the problems that will be 

discussed further in the research.

• Objectives – all the main points of research questions that are 

going to be answered.

• Research Function – describing the function of the research both 

for the author as well as for the readers.

• Research Composition – the elaboration of writing system that 

shows the structure of this research.

Chapter 2 – Framework

The second chapter consists of:

• Literature Review – listing all the books that are going to be used 

to collect data and information.

• Conceptual and Theoretical Basis – explaining each theory that is 

related to the substance of the research. Those theories are: 

Liberalism, International Cooperation, Democracy, and National 

Interest. The theories will be defined in order create a certain 

framework so that there will be no misinterpretation.

• Analytical Framework – presenting the key points that are going to 

be analyzed in a form of flow analysis.
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Chapter 3 – Research Method

This chapter explains the research method that is going to be used, which is 

qualitative method. The process of collecting data will be attained through 

books, articles, and interviews towards experts. Most of the data will be in a 

form of historical chronology, theories, ideas, and opinions instead of 

numbers and statistics.

Chapter 4 – Result and Discussions

After all the required data has been attainted, including the international law 

about humanitarian intervention, legal precedent, decision making process 

taken by NATO, violation during the operation, and expert’s opinion, then

the result will be discussed by the author. Starting from the pros and cons of 

many views, until the influence of NATO’s humanitarian intervention 

towards the falling of Muammar Gaddafi’s governance.

Chapter 5 – Conclusion and Recommendation

Not only will the author wrap up the research with a conclusion, but also 

there will be given useful recommendation and inputs that will answer all 

the research questions mentioned in Chapter 1.

 




