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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background 

Armed conflict, which is rising in today’s world, has been taking millions 

lives more than we ever thought. To examine further about how armed conflicts 

can exploit certain objects or individual, we need to define the term “armed 

conflict”.  According to IHL (International Humanitarian Law), there are two 

different types of armed conflicts: 

1. International armed conflicts, between two or more opposing States, 

and 

2. Non-international armed conflicts, between government forces and 

non-government armed groups, or between such groups only. IHL 

treaty law also establishes a distinction between non-international 

armed conflicts following Common Article 3 of the Geneva 

Conventions of 1949 and non-international armed conflicts falls 

within the definition provided in Art. 1 of Additional Protocol II.
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In this thesis, I will be focusing more on the inter-state armed conflicts. In 

Article 3, common to the four Geneva Conventions, marked a breakthrough of 

situations of non-international armed conflicts. There are various type of conflicts, 

including civil wars, internal armed conflicts that spill over into other into other 

States or internal conflicts in which a third State or a multinational force 

intervenes alongside the government
2
. In internal armed conflicts many citizens 
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became victims because the conflicts take place only within the area of the 

country.  

Until now, there had been hundreds of armed conflict all over the world. 

These conflicts, as mentioned above, are products of civil wars or internal 

conflicts between states/government with non-government group that was formed 

by people in the state. Currently, there are still many on-going conflicts, 

especially within a state armed conflict. In the African Continent, there is a large 

number of conflicts between states or internal conflicts. It can be seen from the 

number of countries that take parts in Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), 

crisis in Sierra Leone, even war in Ethiopia and several more civil wars 

throughout the continent. These conflicts has caused the increase number of 

refugees and internally displaced people (IDP). Not only that, the number of 

deaths and missing people also have increased drastically.  

As rhe conflicts continues with ever increasing number of refugees, IDP, 

deaths and missing people, these situations gave strong  indications of human 

rights violations. In Common Article 3 there are rules for the non-international 

armed conflicts: 

  It requires humane treatment for all persons in enemy hands, without any 

adverse distinction. It specifically prohibits murder, mutilation, torture, 

cruel, humiliating and degrading treatment, the taking of hostages and 

unfair trial. 

  It requires that the wounded, sick and shipwrecked be collected and cared 

for. 
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  It grants the ICRC the right to offer its services to the parties to the 

conflict. 

  It calls on the parties to the conflict to bring all or parts of the Geneva 

Conventions into force through so-called special agreements. 

  It recognizes that the application of these rules does not affect the legal 

status of the parties to the conflict. 

  Given that most armed conflicts today are non-international, applying 

Common Article 3 is of the utmost importance. Its full respect is 

required.
3
  

In this case of non-international armed conflicts, the damage was not only 

goes into the reports of refugees or death but more specifically it caused 

damage on children who are living within the conflict area. Those children are 

not only suffering from the damage that caused by the war, but they also were 

“forced” to take part in the conflicts. Many children had been kidnapped or 

even “voluntarily” joined the rebel group that are promised giving salary to 

these children family who are poor and suffering from the effect of the conflict 

that also showed in the slowing down the country’s economy.  

It is estimated that around 300,000 children – boys and girls under the age 

of 18 – are currently involved in more than 30 conflicts worldwide. Children 

are used as combatants, messengers, porters and cooks and in some cases for 

providing forced sexual services.
4
 Currently some countries are still in armed 

conflict and Africa has the largest number of child soldiers. 

Child soldiers are being used in armed conflict in Central African 

Republic, West Africa, Chad, Democratic Republic of Congo, Somalia and 

Sudan. In June 2013 the United Nations (UN) set a goal to have no child 
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soldiers anywhere in the world by 2016. There are eight governments armies 

listed for recruiting and use of children as soldiers, six of the states are now 

already committed to make their armies child-free.
5
 

1.2 Statement of Problem  

Sierra Leone gained its independence in 1961 from Great Britain. The state 

then was controlled by one party known as All People’s Congress (APC). This 

party ruled for almost thirty years and has poor record in terms of economic 

development, political freedom and resource management. The last president 

from this party, President Joseph Saidu Momoh who was elected to office in 

1991. In the same year, civil war breaks in as armed group from Liberia 

known as Revolutionary United Front [RUF] entered Sierra Leone and started 

the rebel movement in the the eastern part of the country. 

Civil war refers to a violent conflict between organized groups within a 

country that are fighting over control of the government. One side there are 

the separatist goals, or some divisive government policy. RUF was initially 

aiming to overthrow the government that was led by President Joseph Momoh 

and they would later begin to dominate the country’s mineral wealth. 

The decade-long war in Sierra Leone has greatly damaging to the nation. 

In 1999,  the RUF continuously pushed their force into the capital city, 

Freetown.  By June l999, the Ministry of Social Welfare, Gender, and 

Children's Affairs had registered 573 adults who had either been abducted or 
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gone missing, and UNICEF had classified some of the abductees as 1,500 

registered children who were gone missing during the offensive. In March 

l999, rebels troops released fifty-one of the abductees; since then, hundreds 

more have managed to escape
6
. 

Thousands of children were involved in the decade-long conflict in Sierra 

Leone. These child soldiers acquired a reputation among rebel commanders 

for having an unquestionable obedience and reputation among civilians for 

extreme cruelty. In 1989, governments worldwide promised all children the 

same rights by adopting the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, also 

known as the CRC or UNCRC. There are specific articles that mention the 

rights of the children in areas of conflict:  

1. Article 11 (Kidnapping and Trafficking)  

Governments must take steps to prevent children being taken out of their 

own country illegally or being prevented from returning.  

2. Article 38 (War and armed Conflicts ) 

Governments must do everything they can to protect and care for 

children affected by war. Governments must not allow children under the 

age of 15 to take part in war or join the armed forces.  

3. Article 32 (Child Labour) 

Governments must protect children from work that is dangerous or might 

harm their health or education. Many international organizations take 

part in helping the government of Sierra Leone to resolving the conflict. 

Sierra Leone as one of many countries that ratified this convention later 

in June 1990, proved to violate the children’s right in their country as 

both the rebels and govenrment recruited children in to their forces. The 

fact that the state failed to protect their children and even exploited 
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thousands children all over the country to serve in the army brings a 

great concern of how children’s  rights, therefore human rights being 

executed in the state. 
7
 

 

UNICEF is one of the international organizations that is working on 

different problems regarding children, the have been actively taking part in the 

conflict in Sierra Leone. The decade-long conflicts that have taken many lives 

of children and their families had come to its resolution as the conflicted 

parties agreed on a peaceful settlement under the Lome Peace Accord in 1999. 

The war ended at once when the accord signed by both parties but the process 

of demobilization and reintegration still needs more time. Since then UNICEF 

has been playing its role in demobilizing and reintegrating children who were 

former combatants back to their family and community. 

 

1.3 Research Question 

There  are several questions that this research will focus and answer on 

this issue:  

1.  What is the role of UNICEF  in protecting, demobilizing and reintegrating 

children from armed conflicts after the Lome Peace Accord in 1999? 

2. What significance does UNICEF’s enforcement of  children’s rights in 

Sierra Leone have on children’s protection issues in today’s conflicts?  
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1.4 Research Purpose 

There are larger purposes for me in writing this thesis, I wishes to write 

not onlt to fulfil the requirement in writing, but most importantly to contribute 

more on the topic with hope that this work can be useful for other reader in the 

future who are also have interest to the topic. 

1. This research is aimed to contribute to the international relations study in 

the scope of domestic conflicts where there are violations human rights  

2.  Finding the role of international organization in handling the issue of 

child recruitment into armed forces/combat that have greatly afflicting 

civilian whereever war take place. 

3. To raise awareness of child soldiers existence in armed conflicts  

1.5 Writing Systematics 

This thesis will be writen in 5 chapters: 

Chapter I  Chapter one will contain the introduction to the topic, 

including the background and identification of the issues that would later be 

use for constructing research question and research purpose 

Chapter II Chapter two will discuss more about the topic framework. 

Firstly is the annotated bibliography or literature review on materials that 

related to the topic and the secondly is decribing conceptual/theoritical 

framework used according to international relations concept that related with 

the topic. 
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Chapter III Chapter three is explaining the method that is used for the 

research purpose. From the approach, data collecting method also be described 

and also giving analysis plans 

Chapter IV Chapter four contains the discussion of the study. The topic 

and results of research will be discussed according to the framework that 

explained in chapter two and also will be written following the method that 

explained in chapter three 

Chapter V Chapter five will be the closure of the thesis which in it  

contains conclusion, from the discussion, research and also recommendation 

for the reader according to the research purpose. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




